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Abstract
The role of diasporas in the protraction of conflicts, including wars in Africa, has been emphasised in recent literature. Yet little has been written specifically about the role of Nigerians in the diaspora in relation to the Niger Delta conflicts. This research focuses on the Nigerian Diasporas in The Netherlands and Belgium. It seeks to explore the views of the diasporas regarding the Niger Delta conflict, focusing on the Ijaw militant youth as both victims and actors. The research examines the interface between the Niger Delta conflict, ‘New War’ theories; the greed and grievance debates in the literature, and theories on youth, conflict and masculinity. The research argues from the narratives of the diasporic respondents, that the grievance hypothesis complements other explanations for the prolonged conflicts in the Niger Delta with issues of marginalization, economic deprivation, threat of a bleak future, necessitating the construction of different hegemonic and rebellious forms of masculinity between the state and the militia youth, especially in the Ijaw case. Moreover, the study identifies diasporic views about how best to resolve a conflict in with the role of youth is central. The research concludes with some diasporic ideas on how to promote peace in the Niger Delta.
Relevance to Development Studies

The relevance of diaspora continues to dominate international awareness and research for home country development. Diaspora support for home country goes beyond the much emphasised remittances. Civil war retards development and failure of development efforts substantially increases proneness to civil war (Collier, 2004:2). The human cost of the violence has been enormous. Similarly, oil revenue running into billions of Dollars has been lost to the conflict. Importantly, political instability and insecurity have kept away potential investors with dire consequences for the Nigerian economy.

This research attempts to explore the understanding of Nigerians in diaspora about the roots of the conflict, the predominant involvement of youth in the conflict, and how the conflicts can be resolved in order to engender national peace and development. Therefore, given the human development impacts of the conflict, and the general sympathy for the intervention of the diaspora, the aim of the study has clear developmental implications for Nigeria.
Keywords

Diaspora, Niger Delta, Conflict, Militancy, Ijaw Youth, Masculinity, Greed, Grievance 

Chapter 1: Through Different Lenses
1.1
Introduction  

This research is about the views of Nigerian diaspora in Europe on the Niger Delta conflicts which have largely been ignited by concerns over environmental degradation occasioned by oil exploration activities, combined with developmental neglect and marginalization. (Mitee 2009:4; Ibeanu 2000:23; Obi 2005a:95). The consequent problem of youth unemployment and loss of livelihoods has produced agitation over marginalization and the failure/ inadequacy of development initiatives. In recent years, groups of youth, mostly young men, or ‘The Boys’ have taken to violent forms of what they would see as ‘resistance’ (Obi 2006:21/22; Ojakorotu 2006:237). How this development is interpreted is the central focus of this research.  

Kaldor (1999) contextualises escalating violence as new wars concluding that the diaspora provides ideas, money, arms and know-how which fuel them (1999:90). Collier and Hoffler (2002:1) articulate their explanations in the greed and grievance thesis. This research argues that both new war analysis and the greed and grievance thesis are limited in their causal explanations of conflicts. Using the Niger Delta violence, I argue that marginalization and injustice, failed development, feeling of hopelessness and dashed future for youth and generations after, give better explanations to their violence and actions. The research hopes to shed light on how notions of youth, masculinity and violence intersect in the views of the diaspora both on the Niger Delta Conflict and possibilities for its transformation.  
The paper is divided into six parts. The first discuses the research process and background, second the theoretical elucidation which the research is hinged upon, third, forth and firth are the epistemological analysis of empirical material. In the concluding part, I synthesise my argument with a call to Kaldor and Collier to balance their ‘story’ for objectivity and propose more appropriate theories for explaining these conflicts. 
1.2
Problem Statement

Recent theorising on conflicts in Africa has engendered debates about the role of young men in conducting violence (Collier 2000; Sommers 2006; Sommers et al 2003). The role of the diaspora in financing arms sales and protracting youth violence has also received theoretical attention (Kaldor 1999; Richards 2005). Kaldor and Adamson (2006) suggest the diaspora can fuel violence in their home countries, indirectly posing a threat to international security. The role of the diaspora is conceived in completely negative terms.
The failure of modernization/globalization to transform conditions of life in Nigeria and the Niger Delta region has already been noted by Agbonifo (2004:4). ‘The youth’ – mostly young men in the Niger Delta region- have responded with violence, to what they feel is a failed form of modernisation/globalization (Agbonifo 2008: 266; Ojakorotu 2006:233). Meanwhile, internal security measures taken by the government to resolve the situation repeatedly fail. Government is suspected by many Nigerians of insincerity and bias as internal security measures become increasingly punitive (Ukeje 2001:354) with militarization of the region generating concerns of hegemony between the state and youth.
Diaspora support for rebellion or peace in their home country is not far-removed from their perception of the legitimacy of rebel action and/or how best to resolve the conflict between the rebels and the state with a view to engendering national development. To Fisher, groups of people often have completely different experiences and perceptions: they see and understand conflict in quite distinct ways, describing them differently and attaching contrasting emotions to them (2000:20). Diaspora perceptions of a conflict may be decisive to the regulation of conflict within societies, especially plural societies (Hanf 1981:13). 
Although Nigerians in diaspora are not known to have contributed in any material way to the conflict in the Niger Delta, there is a deafening silence in the literature on how the diaspora perceive the conflict. Thus, one is left wondering if Nigerians in diaspora are concerned about the conflict, how they understand the conflicts, and how they think it can be resolved. 

1.3
Research Questions  

This research is both organised (by chapters) and guided by 3 key questions.
1.
How do members of the Nigerian diaspora in the Netherlands and Belgium perceive the involvement of militant youth and masculinity in the Niger Delta conflict?
2.
How do members of the Nigerian diaspora in the Netherlands and Belgium understand the causes of the conflict vis-à-vis the involvement of youth
3.
What alternative resolution measures or ways forward are envisioned by the Nigerian diaspora respondents including items of its own role?
In addition, questions 1, 2 and 3 will be related throughout to the literature on causes of violent conflict, constructions of masculinities, and especially the role of youth.
1.4
Justification

Ola (2007:4) captures the severity of the conflict thus: ‘If there is any single issue that poses the biggest threat to Nigeria’s unhealthy polity, it is the crisis in the oil-producing Niger Delta’. Watts (2006) also adds: ‘the crisis in the Niger Delta stands at the core of Nigerian politics’.  There is therefore little doubt that the Niger Delta crisis remains the most burning issue for Nigeria’s future development. With the size of Nigeria, an escalation of the Niger Delta violence can possibly affect the entire African region
.

Studies on the role of diaspora communities continue to gain relevance especially related to international security concerns after 9/11, more so with increased use of technology for global interconnectedness. Besides the much emphasised remittances, diasporas positive role seems almost overlooked with regards to their contributions to conflict management and peace-building. The case of Sri Lanka (Sriskandaraj 2004; Zunzer 2004:13) and Northern Uganda (Rigby 2006:57) is an are example of diaspora’s positive contributions. There are also cases where the diaspora has helped bring peace to prolonged conflict.

The growing recognition of the positive role that Nigerian diaspora can play to the general development of the country is noted going by a court ruling allowing Nigerians abroad to vote in national elections from 2011 (Folasade-Koyi 2009). The decision represents a change of heart on the part of the Nigerian government, which previously tended to see those in the diaspora negatively especially during the struggle with the military dictatorship to return the country to civilian rule (Udogu 2005:24).  Perhaps there might be some grounds for optimism about the role of the diaspora in the case of the intractable Niger Delta violence. Thus Mohamoud (2006:4) notes that the contribution of African diasporas goes beyond the transfer of financial remittances to include the transfer of various peace making tools and techniques and also of acquired democratic political habits and practices like civic education, democracy, political participation and public deliberation (Gastil 2004:308).   
Finally, alternative notions like justice and rebellion are considered salient to understand the various forms of masculinities involved in how violence in the Niger Delta has been constructed and imagined by the diaspora.
1.5
Research Objectives

This research aims to have both theoretical and social relevance. Theoretically, it contributes to contemporary research on the causes and solutions to violent conflict by youth (Boas and Dunn 2007, Urdal 2004, Diouf 2003), as well as reflecting on potentially growing significance of global diasporas in influencing events in their ‘host’ and home countries. The involvement of diasporas in complex global relationship networks is a phenomenon attracting research interest in diasporic people, including among Nigerians in Europe (see Hall & Kostic 2009; Vertovec 2009, Sriskandarajah 2004, Adogame 2008). 

Specifically, this research provides a valuable opportunity to identify the relevance and contribution of Nigerians in Europe in generating ideas for resolution of the Niger Delta conflict. This has been done by exploring the concerns of Nigerians living in The Hague and in Brussels. The Nigerians interviewed and observed, in both formal and informal discussions were asked how they felt about the Niger Delta conflict, with focus on the ‘youth’ issue in particular. Though young females are also involved
 in the Niger Delta conflict, youth is generally used as a codeword for young men in most discussions on the conflict. 
More importantly, their ideas on how to solve the Niger Delta problems of violence, and the potential contribution of such ideas towards thinking beyond the stalemate of the conflict in the Niger Delta, was also explored in this research. It is hoped this makes the research socially relevant and shows that despite the long distance from home, the diaspora can still contribute to understanding and providing solution to the conflict. I explore, from a more theoretical perspective, notions of hegemonic masculinity and its impact on young men in the diaspora, as well as how they impact on the current theories that relate to the diaspora, youth and violent conflict and especially to the Niger Delta conflict. I use masculinity as a critical concept to review the findings of the empirical research. 
1.6
Research Methodology and Sources of Data

To answer the research question, two kinds of sampling methodology was applied: (a) Convenience sampling (b) Snowball sampling. The convenience sampling method used fits the research questions. It allows for meeting additional diasporic Nigerians as the opportunity arose. Snowball sampling was useful, and allowed for new contacts during research, creating links to other informants.  The network that emerged helped explain how the diaspora stayed in touch and organised themselves. The study adopted different data gathering techniques because this helped triangulate findings. Primary data consisted of semi-structured interviews, through meetings arranged in The Hague and Brussels. Semi-structured interviews helped encourage two-way communication, providing spaces for follow up discussions and questions. For my analysis, I applied narrative analysis and panel analysis, using the condensed ‘common stories’ of my respondents, a method used by Malkki (1995) and Eltringham (2004) to represent and explain how people view conflicts. 
A total of 19 respondents were interviewed.  Below is indicated the number of respondents and their professional categories. 14 respondents representing 74% of total respondents were male, 5 (26%) were female. 16 of the respondents were in The Hague and 3 in Brussels. 4 of the respondents were above age 40 while the other respondents (79%) were below 40 years of age. 17 (79%) of the respondents had University education, 1 had technical and 1 secondary education.  Respondent origins cut across Nigeria’s different states, including: Abia, Akwa-Ibom, Bayelsa, Delta, Edo, Imo, Kwara, Lagos, Oyo, Ondo, and Rivers. 8 of them were married, 1 was a widower, 1 was divorced and all others were single. Their length of stay in the host countries also varied from 2years to over 18years. 
To increase the validity of the research findings and evaluation of responses, I triangulated the responses with articles from independent diaspora sources from the internet.
 
Category and Number of Respondents
Most respondents belonged to the following professional categories:

· Informal/Business Owners


5

· International Civil Servants/Multinationals
4

· Researchers




4

· Students




4

See Appendix 2 for details
Other data gathering techniques included reviewing relevant secondary data both on the Niger Delta and the role of youth. In addition, participant observation - where voice tonality, body language and other non verbal cues which show respondents’ emotion to the research according to Marschan-Piekkar and Welch (2004:20) were noted.
The internet also became a good means of gathering data. Apart from providing access to the inexhaustible literature on the diaspora, the Niger Delta conflict, masculinities and youth, the internet was used for some of the interviews, which were conducted through media like: Skype and Inter-Voip. Respondents were contacted through face-book, e-mail, yahoo messenger, as well as interviews conducted via telephone when face to face meetings proved difficult to arrange. 

1.7
Research Methodology: Limitations 

The choice of snowballing as a method for selection of respondents has some inherent difficulties.  Atkinson and Flint (2004:1044) note that elements are not randomly drawn but dependent on the subjective choices of the respondent first accessed. This means most snowball samples are biased and do not allow researchers to make claims of generality from a particular sample. Secondly, snowball samples will be biased towards the inclusion of individuals who already know one another, and will over-emphasise cohesiveness in social networks and will miss the social ‘isolates’ not connected to networks. In addition, the ‘gatekeepers’ are sometimes protective towards others in their networks, and may even hinder access for the researcher. These difficulties are likely to affect the quality of the responses. In the absence of other, more formal and ‘representative’ ways of contacting diaspora Nigerians, the researcher decided to proceed with snowball-based interviews.  

Another limitation of the research was the painstaking process of transcribing every interview conducted. Flick (2006:180) notes that managing the lengthy amount of textual materials from transcribed interviews requires the researcher to identify respondents’ views that are similar, highlighting these and use material according to their broad relevance to the key research questions. The major limitation of the narrative panel is that it merges the responses of the respondents into one, thereby homogenizing them.
The period of field research fell in the summer of 2009 when most diaspora people, especially those with children, were travelling. Two diaspora associations (Association of Nigerians in Brussels – ANB and Rivers People Association in The Hague -RPAH) granted the researcher audience in spite of many members being away.  Their July and August meetings were not well attended as a result, and became difficult to have follow-up meetings. This is where the internet became a useful means to contact and interview diasporic Nigerians based in Brussels and The Hague. 
1.8
Contribution of Study

Diaspora studies have grown over the years with the rising trend of permanent and complex migration from South to North. This is often said to take the form of ‘network’ migration along established routes and between ‘core’ global cities such as Lagos and London, for example. The dual emphasis in the literature has been on the rapid increase of remittances (slowing in recent years)
 and the remote involvement of the diaspora in conflicts and political violence in their home countries (Kaldor 1999:87). This study differs from such approaches in emphasizing the possible importance of diaspora views about the root causes and possible solutions to violent conflicts ‘at home’. In other words, the concern is with the diaspora’s relevance beyond their economic or ‘meddling’ roles. Their potential contributions are gradually gaining wider recognition.
 Furthermore, the study aims to contribute to ongoing studies around masculinity issues, as embedded in the ‘youth problem’ in the Niger Delta conflict. The concern is especially with perceptions that ‘youth violence’ has become a key (perhaps the key) cause of many violent conflicts, especially in Africa.  Other factors are also included in most models of ‘new wars’, such as small arms markets, economic globalization and livelihood insecurity; but youth claims are often seen as the key factor in mobilizing violent forms of social action. The crucial question is whether they work in the case of the Niger Delta,  
1.9
Contextual Background 

Nigeria is the sixth world’s largest producer of crude
 and a significant percentage is derived from the Niger Delta with revenue from oil accounting for 95% of foreign exchange earnings and 80% of budgetary allocations. About one third of this area is wetland. The primary occupations of the people consist of fishing and farming. Production is primary, but not exclusively geared towards subsistence. The Niger Delta covers an area of about 70,000 square kilometres, vastly sedimentary and rich in oil and gas accounting for the massive oil and gas infrastructure.

With proved deposits of hydro carbon resources, the Niger Delta remains a high spot for multinational oil and gas companies around the world
 and serves as the wealth base of the country. Despite her massive wealth, the Niger Delta remains in poverty and has continued to witness repeated clashes, violence and skirmishes caused by both ‘horizontal’ and ‘vertical’ agitation (Imobighe et al 2002:31, Moore 2005:8) among communities from which crude oil and gas are extracted while the people’s own infrastructural facilities are at the most primordial levels, with visible poverty in their lives. 
In 49 years of independence, the Nigerian military has ruled for 29. Demands for development of the Niger Delta have been ignored, thereby making the conflict there more complex and adding to the number of stakeholders in the conflict. As agitations over the deteriorating condition of the region grew stronger, they became confrontational to the state. Douglas et al (2003) note that the US State Department identified the Niger Delta as a breeding ground for militant and impoverished ethnic groups involved in ‘terrorist’ acts of abduction, hostage taking, kidnapping and extra-judicial killings. With rising expectations of democratic reform, from the late 1990s, the problem seemed to worsen, with attacks on oil infrastructure increasing.
The deployment of the military to the region has exacerbated the agitations, with severe cost to lives and property. It has been argued that the military option is not suitable for addressing the conflict due to its deterioration, Marco (2007:197; Omeje 2006:115) and a solution has been the interest for all concerned. In this context, the Nigerian diaspora view is equally important to be considered which this research explores.      
1.10
Nigerian Diaspora in the Netherlands and Belgium
The Netherlands borders the North Sea to the North and West, Belgium to the South, and Germany to the East. The cultural capital is Amsterdam and the seat of government is in The Hague. The Netherlands is host to five International courts and several other international organisations. It is also where Charles Taylor is being tried by UN backed Special Tribunal on Sierra Leone.  
The Netherlands is home to more than twenty-seven Dutch multinational companies
 fully operational in Nigeria and this partly accounts for the presence of professional Nigerians in the Netherlands who are transferred to work in the foreign office. 
Belgium is a North West European country and host the headquarters of the European Union as a founding member. Unlike in the Netherlands, the Nigerian population in Belgium is said to be very high.
 Apart from job related postings to these countries, Nigerians travel there for education, business, tourism and family visits. Nigerians in this category are considered legal immigrants; nevertheless, illegal immigrants also exist. What is assumed to reduce the presence of illegal immigrants amongst Nigerians in the Netherlands is the immigration system which ensures that security identification numbers (sofinumber) and permits are issued by the government before any form of job or service can be given to an immigrant. According to a statistician with the Dutch Central Bureau of Statistics:  

…if you are an illegal immigrant it is very difficult for your information to be on the database except [if] you are staying with a relative who is sustaining you, but if not it will be difficult to survive.

For various reasons, we have more data on The Netherlands Nigerian diaspora, and not that – more than the Belgian diaspora – this group had income levels related to the professional positions they occupy as international and expatriate staff. Most had a university education, essential for such positions. Their income status placed them in the middle class within Dutch society.
Like the Netherlands, political affiliations amongst Nigeria diaspora groups in Belgium, is not very pronounced. Those who affiliate in the Netherlands align with the Christian Democratic Appeal (CDA) and in Belgium, CD&V (Christian Democratic & Flemish Party) is the party they join and some use this platform to contest elections into the European Parliament. Formal elections are also conducted amongst members of the Association of Nigerians in Belgium, to fill official positions that run the administrative office of the Association. Through these representatives, they are able to officially liaise with the Belgian government and also with the Nigerian Embassy to discuss matters that affect their interest with the host country. 
1.11 Populations of Nigerians in The Netherlands and Belgium
The estimated population of Nigerians in the Netherlands was given to be about 4,750 to 5,150 between 2008/09 for males, and about 4,050 and 4,310 for females. While youth were estimated between 1,650 and 1,720. By comparison, in 2008, the Nigerian population in Belgium was estimated at 2282
 (Eurostat –European Commission statistical office – Informal interview with statistician at the Central Bureau of Statistics Netherlands 9/10/2009). Whilst the Netherlands estimates may be reasonably reliable, the second are less so. See Appendix 3
1.12 Diaspora and Association
The diaspora form associations and relationships once outside the country creating a bond (Walters 2005:98). The bonding may be through formal or informal means. The formal groups are established in corporate or international organisations which have different nationalities, like the Nigerian Shell Community in The Hague (NSCH), Total Oil International, or the Association of Nigerians in International Organisations in the Netherlands (ANION). 
Within these associations, special platforms accommodate professional integrations and interest, where projects that can benefit the home country are initiated and supported for implementation. Diaspora associations also support the efforts of home government to lure investors from host country to home country as part of what they feel is ‘their duty’ of developing the home country. One respondent noted:  

I am involved with an initiative to invite a company that manufactures household products to set up a plant in Nigeria. (Respondent 13, August 11th, 2009) 
Informal groups are loosely organised, like the Rivers People Association in The Hague (RPAH), and Usen Development Association Europe (UDAE) in Belgium amongst others. Those who belong to formal groups may also belong to informal groups. These are identity–based and come together to help their ethnic communities through financing projects for their development. General groups like Association of Nigerians in Belgium (ANB) and Nigerians in Diaspora Organisations Europe (NIDOE) have membership beyond ethnic identities.

The informal groups may not be as fully established, but they strive to integrate and bond together for the interest of their members. A member of one group stated:

…we discuss issues pertaining to how our members can get their documents; how assistance can be extended to members who do not have accommodation, ensuring that such members have warmth during the harsh weather like winter. Also, if any of our members are involved in any problems, as far as it is not criminal we help (Respondent 9, July 10th, 2009). 
Fred (2001:180), Graham and Poku (2000:37) suggest that apart from diaspora communities bonding and facilitating communication with the homeland, they also enable the diaspora to conduct certain forms of political activity like influencing the foreign policies and events in both host and home countries. Institutional constraints may be enacted to control ‘undesirable’ activities of diaspora communities in the host country (Sriskandarajah 2004:498), that way the diaspora becomes caged and can’t influence or impact on either host or home country. 
1.13 Genesis of Militant Activities and Causes of the Niger Delta Crisis 
Militant activities in Nigeria cut across the country and have become a means of protesting against the government and/or style of governance. The pursuit of self determination has resulted in aggressive mobilization of ethnic militias in the country as a quest for group security and development in articulating the demands of society and confronting an unresponsive state (Olarinmoye 2007:20). Ikelegbe (2005:494) identifies different militia groups which have become dominant and their ethnic representations. The Oduduwa Peoples Congress (OPC) representing the West; Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) and The Bakassi Boys representing the East; Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) and Niger Delta Volunteer Force (NDVF) representing the South-South, and Arewa Peoples Congress (APC) formed as a militant wing by Northern youth to check the OPC accused of attacking Hausa/Fulani population in Lagos and other western states.

 The proliferation of youth into militant activities confirms the ‘youth bulge’ analogy of Kaplan and ‘the coming anarchy’ he predicts (1994).  In this view, youth see militant action as a way to express grievances over a system that has not met their aspirations.  However, according to Yousef (2003:19) social grievances are always produced by a combination of factors: including political instability, faulty conflict management mechanisms, economic difficulties, coercive and authoritarian rule, and refusal to peaceful means of youth expressing their voice and frustrations (ibid:21). These analogies confirms what is obtainable in the Niger Delta where youth have taken up arms to challenge the state for neglecting the region, use of coercive state apparatus on the region; refusal to listen and allow for peaceful expressions of youth frustration; insecurity to their lives aspirations which successive governments have dashed thereby leading to violence and use of arms. 
The causes of the Niger Delta crises are myriad. Omeje (2008:28) identifies some to include environmental degradation perpetrated by oil multinationals supported by the state, disparities in perception of security and local ownership of resources by the Nigerian state and indigenous communities. Ejibunu (2007:3) notes that the crisis has been exacerbated by emergent issues of gross distortion of Nigeria’s federalism in respect to resource control, and adds that the federal system practised in Nigeria since independence is conflict prone because it is at variance with the expectation of many minorities who feel dominated by the majority ethnic groups
.
Ojakorotu (2008:96) adds that rather than help to achieve economic and social development, oil production in the Niger Delta has bedevilled development, reinforcing mass poverty, oppression and various forms of human right violations by security agents. All these in his view, have consequently provided the basis for militant activism in the region over the years. The situation has been worsened by the absence of workable institutional and financial mechanism to deal with ecological damage and lack of any compensation for environmental devastation.
Unemployment amongst youth in the region and failed life aspiration is another cause of the crises (CFR, 2007). With the execution of Ken Saro Wiwa, a more overtly aggressive approach was adopted by introduction of armed militancy to the struggle (Joab-Peterside 2007:4).
The approach of government to the agitations has been primarily through the use of force in the form of arrests, torture, detention and execution, the aim been to silence opposition voices. This situation has often provoked bloody clashes with Federal troops resulting in casualties of civilians, combatants and soldiers.

Asuni (2009:15) notes that corruption associated with Nigerian politics has created perfect condition for armed groups to flourish. Politicians she affirms, during the 1999 elections sported the usefulness of having youth mostly the unemployed to further their ambitions. From the 2003 elections, the use of youth in fraudulent electoral malpractice became an open issue with politicians arming the youth to intimidate or kill their opponents (Davies and Kimedi 2006:15). After the elections, most militant groups were not disarmed thereby transforming into standing armies for political patrons; criminality and agitations.  

Chapter 2: Explaining Violence in the Niger Delta
2.1   Introduction

This chapter lays out the analytical approach of this research. Two prevalent assumptions are reviewed about internal conflicts now-termed ‘new wars’ according to Kaldor (1999) and the economic rationality for resource based conflict according to Collier and Hoeffler (2004). Both ‘theories’ are critically analysed reflecting on the interface with diaspora, youth, gender and masculinity.

2.2
Mary Kaldor: New Wars and Diaspora

Kaldor (1999) in her ‘new war’ argument asserts that globalization is the main context and condition for a new pattern of warfare characterised by modern means of communication, weapons and technology –the internet, fax, frequent air travels which has intensified global interconnectedness – political, economic, military, and cultural. 
Kaldor’s analysis is characterised as follows; the political goals of new wars are changed, no longer based on the interest of foreign states, but on ethnic homogenization and differentiation, creating inclusive transnational networks of people, but also atomises large numbers (ibid:72). The ideologies of new wars are centred on identity politics which Kaldor contrasts with politics of ideas. While the later is viewed by her as being inclusive and welding diverse groups of people under the rubric of a nation, the former are exclusive, backward looking and reinforce a politics of fear (ibid:78; see Bauman 2007:5-26). Kaldor asserts that mobilization for new wars are no longer based on conscription or appeals to patriotism, but fear, corruption, religion and use of electronic media (ibid:90-1).

For Kaldor, the mode of warfare is no longer formal with demarcated front-lines, but fragmented and dispersed involving criminal groups of unemployed young men, child soldiers and paramilitary who use light weapons and atrocities like rape, famine and siege (idid:97-8). Furthermore, the war economy are no longer funded by taxation generated by state mobilization, but sustained by emergency assistance and parallel economy including unofficial export of natural resources timber, drugs, illegal oil transactions through criminal rackets (ibid:109). In general she sees the diaspora as one of the main financers of conflict and African conflicts in particular.

Kaldor acknowledges that neo-liberal economic policies have negatively affected many people in different ways. As noted by Richards (2005:10) the North is fully aware that economic restructuring can have severe negative impacts, but generally, donors refuse to engage in political debates about the costs and consequences of these policies.

Kaldor succeeds in categorising actors and situations differently. Categorization according to Leudar et al (2004:244) is a formal analysis of the procedures people employ to make sense of other people and their activities, which is done to justify an action. According to Wooffitt (2005:100), it aides in creating a distinction between two groups, what is referred to as the ‘us/them’, the aim being to make the enemy in the other, what Adichie (2009) calls a ‘single story’ . Kaldor’s new war theories, according to Hall (1997:44) drawing from Foucault, has become a discourse ‘….a way of representing the knowledge about a particular topic at a particular historical moment…’ affirming Foucault’s assertion that a discourse defines and produces the objects of knowledge and governs the way that a topic can be meaningfully talked and reasoned about.

Kaldor’s assertion of diaspora remittances as contributing to destabilising the polity of their home countries is unbalanced, because she fails to acknowledge that the same remittances contribute to the economic and social development of the home countries. This fact is widely acknowledged by international financial and development agencies. According to a report produced by Chami et al (2008:3) for the International Monetary Fund, remittances equal or exceed development aid, for 2009, the World Bank estimates remittances would be over $300 billion (Ratha et al 2009). The contributions of diasporic groups to science, skilled man power development, IT services, tourism and to processes of conflict transformation and peace building needs also to be acknowledged. 
Duffield (2007:26) describes Kaldor’s new war theories as very typical of the thinking of the 1990’s when ‘instability’ is viewed as a new problem, seeming to replace open warfare. To Butler (2009:61) the new war theories are mainly concerned with quite abstract theorizing about the nature of contemporary conflict (2009:62). Frerks (2007:23) asserts that not all aspects of Kaldor’s so-called ‘new wars’ are really new; there are strong elements of continuity. Kaldor asserts the diaspora creates distinct frames in the processes, events and groups, giving priority to some and excluding others (1999:89). According to Scheufele (1999:103) the framing is an extension of an agenda setting which Jacoby (2008:16) concludes as an abandonment of the intellectual pursuit of why conflicts start in favour of how to organise a response.

 Consequently, the Niger Delta ‘instability’ has been not so much about open warfare as about low-level violence and state repression. Kaldor’s tendency to see the diaspora in negative terms is contested in this research. The West, who fund her research and consumes it, may find her position useful to provide justification for military interventions, especially in Africa and use such opportunity to re-establish their hegemony (Frerks 2007:45). Kaldor meticulously labels the diaspora in the negative, as enemies to the progress of home countries through remittances. 
2.3
Diasporic Studies

Diasporic studies have become a major contemporary area of research, going by the impact of diasporas globally especially after 9/11 in America. Demmers (2002:86) notes that diasporas have existed in one form or another since ancient times, however, their importance increased throughout the twentieth century especially the crucial role associated with them in contemporary conflicts through their strong networking, socially, economically and politically.

The understanding of the term diaspora varies across authors (Vertovec 1997:1, Sheffer 1986:5, Safran 1991:84), but the definitions share the same view. To Vertovec (1997:3), diaspora includes those communities that are deterritorialised and  transnationallised, which originate from a land other than that in which they currently reside. Diasporas are also characterised by ‘their social, economic and political networks which cuts across the borders of nation-states, and in some cases span the globe and serve to maintain strong sentimental and material links with their home countries’ (Shaffer).  Cohen’s (1997:180) analysis of the diaspora communities, in addition to the above asserts that the diaspora are often traumatised from the homeland in search of work, trade or colonial ambition and also hold an uneasy relationship with the ‘host’ society and a sense of solidarity with co-members of the diaspora in other states.
These definitions affirm the group consciousness held by diasporic people and a collective memory concerning their homeland which they hope can be better to enable them return back. 

While most development – related research on diasporas emphasise remittances and their impact on micro and macro levels of home country’s economies, others focus on remittances sent to finance conflict (Kaldor 1999:85, Collier and Hoeffler 2004:568) and undermine their home country which Anderson (1992:11) denotes as ‘long-distance nationalism’. Although this may be the case, it would be erroneous to conclude that diaspora remittances only finance conflict.  

2.4 Paul Collier: Young Men and the Political Economy of Civil War
Contemporary conflicts especially in Africa have been explained using two key phenomena within the academic circle – greed and grievance. This is due to the influential work of Collier (2000; see also Collier & Hoeffler 2002, 2004). Their conclusion is that ‘greed and economic opportunities’ rather than ‘genuine grievances’ account for the proliferation of predatory and militant groups in many conflict-affected countries of Africa and the Third World, due to the prevalence of loot-able natural resources like diamonds, cobalt etc, and this can increase the duration and intensity of armed conflict (2000:91). Collier also asserts, ‘the second potential source of rebel finance is from the diaspora…’ (2002:8)
Collier claims (2000:94) ‘we expect that the proportion of young men in a society, say those between ages 15 and 24, would be a factor influencing the feasibility of rebellion especially when faced with only the option of poverty in the absence of other income earning opportunity’.
Collier’s assertion seems to be put crudely, that the lack of income–earning opportunities for young men who are faced with poverty and unemployment might explain why they join rebel groups, but does this include the more educated also? Collier ignores the fact that young men might join rebel groups from a sense of personal choice and ideological conviction (Cramer, 2002:1850). For both Collier and Kaldor, agency by young men, plays little role –though they are to be ‘economically rational actors’.  In a report for the United Nations on Children and War, Machel notes that ‘it is important to pay attention to the agency of youth who engage in conflict’ (cited in Richards & Peters, 1998:1). In the case of the Niger Delta, the violent confrontations between rebel groups and the Nigerian State centres on demands for development of the region, and is rooted in a mix of developmental and justice demands by these youth militias. They protest, on the whole, against the poverty of a region that produces the nation’s wealth, with nothing to show for it.

Collier asserts that there is a high possibility of conflict in countries with high mineral wealth where greed rather than grievance is the key motive. But Richards (2005:10) observes that the argument fails to consider the circumstances on ground, as in the Niger Delta, where youth who arm themselves may have some valid political grievances as with issues of marginalization of the region by the Nigerian state as noted in the statements of two militia leaders. Moreover, the process of natural resource extraction may produce grievances (Mursheed and Tadjuddin 2007:10). If standards of operation threaten the environment, for instance, this may arouse youth activism against multinational companies, with the latter being supported by the state.
Collier fails to consider the factors that make the Nigerian case very complicated, including a legacy of oppression and repression towards peaceful protest around the Delta resource problems. Nigeria - as a state with minority ethnic groups - prioritises corporate imperialist interest and elite accumulation above all other domains of public life.  As corporations extend their presence to control the Niger Delta region, issues pertaining to exploration and its damaging effects on the environment and general health and wellbeing of the people in the region tends to be ignored by the government.  Class differences in the region are reinforced, and this can further divide the society. Also, Omeje (2008:73) asserts that Collier’s theory ignores the states irresponsible behaviour which provokes rebel movements and insurgencies, even with legitimate demands as with the Niger Delta. 
Furthermore, I find Collier’s statement that ‘the grievance factor is...unimportant or perverse’ (2000:96) misleading, when Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight Ogoni leaders were executed by the state in 1995 for their activism over environmentally hazardous operations of multinational oil companies in the Niger Delta (Okome 1999:182).
Collier’s assertion seems over-generalised and like Kaldor’s, may be rooted in unconscious biases. Collier (2002:8) claims the diaspora is a potential source of rebel finance –especially in Africa, though not only there, and also ‘better placed for collective action’ but fails to consider that this attribute can also be (and has been) used to achieve positive results for the home country. Nevertheless, while Collier’s assertion may be true, quoted authors show that the grievance factor can not be as insignificant as he posits. 

Finally, Collier assumes that all the members of militia/ fighting groups are men (attributing masculinity to the militia groups) while research on African conflicts shows that many of those who participate in militias are women and young girls (Coulter et al 2008:7). This is significant in the Niger Delta region, where some social groups have a history of female political engagement. This participation of men and women is very evident amongst militia groups
 in the Niger Delta. 
2.5
The Youth question/Young Men

The concept of youth has become a contested issue varying across societies and cultures. Therefore, what constitutes the age within which one is considered a youth may be determined by societal factors. According to White (2009:2), understanding young people’s lives needs to be approached from two directions; how youth is constructed and actual experience. Based on constructions, youth is determined by a fixed age range. The UN (2000) defines youth as persons between the ages 15-24. On the other hand,  according to White, experience may make persons as young as 22 –married with children, working class consider themselves adults, while another still single at 30, unemployed,  may consider him/her self a youth. This context fits this study as youth compares anybody from age 10 to around 40 because not only has childhood been eroded by violence
 and economic collapse, adulthood has been delayed by the lack of economic opportunities. 

Youth has become a catch-all term for ‘boys and men who fight’ up to around 40 years of age. The most common image of ‘youth’ in the Niger Delta is as incorporated into a militant, armed and mostly male gang. This definition of youth fits with Kaldor and Collier’s reference of young men, to violence and to militant activities. The masculinity of youth needs to be made explicit because its often ‘taken-for-granted’, as violent, aggressive, deprived and racialised in discussions about the role of young men in violent conflict.  
This research questions such an assumption on a number of grounds. It first questions the prevalent notion in the literature that masculinity and youth are root causes of war and violence, as in the Niger Delta. The literature assumes this is often the case. Secondly, the equation of youth with masculinity will also be questioned, since in some cases the ‘youth’ involved in conflicts are not males but also girls and young women. Howerever, for my interviewees, ‘militant youth’ was also mostly assumed to be male, and key questions revolved around their specific role in the violence.

2.6
Constructing Masculinities
The concept of masculinity has become very important to apply in understanding conflict situations and especially the involvement of young men as key actors. Connell (1995) sets the precedent by recognising that masculinities cannot be regarded as singular, but plural, existing in certain patterns of gender relations in a specific society (Connell 2005, Connell and Messerschmidt 2005). The plurality of masculinities denotes the different context which it can be exercised, either through hegemonic masculinity, complicit, marginalised or subordinated masculinity (Connell 2005:76). Masculinity is linked to youth within the context of wider hierarchical systems of power relations in which, manhood and womanhood are defined and linked to a particular vision of society. 

This  confirms the view that what we need to look at is how different hegemonic and ‘rebellious’ forms of masculinity are constructed through incorporating ideas of age, status, location and violence in historical account of changing masculinities. Connell (2000:25) talks of how different elements or social domains of power in combination produce different forms of masculinities. The domains of reproduction, of sexuality, the public domains of power, the public-private division, and patriarchal divisions, continue to be important. 
Connell also shows how concepts of masculinity and femininity are related to one another (2005:68) and how some masculinities hold more social status and economic power than others. Hutchings (2008:5) citing Barrett exemplifies the use of hegemonic masculinity idea to understand the making of war, where risk taking, rationality, aggression and endurance are considered masculine. For this study, the Niger Delta is viewed through the eyes of diasporic Nigerians, that way permitting us to explore in more depth the ideologies, norms and values that their analysis and proposals contain. Concepts of ‘rebellious’ alternative masculinities ‘from below’ will be added to the analysis.  

To Sommers (2007:20) masculinity is tied in with the question of youth, violent conflict and marginalization in relation to political and economic authority, where an overwhelming majority of urban youth in Africa are increasingly alienated as social outcast (Sommers et al 2003:1). Kimmel (2003:325) adds that marginalised young men whether socially or economically, frequently lack legitimate or socially recognised forms of power, even when they become wealthy gang leaders. This feeling of outsider status becomes a strong element in young male violence as these men strive to assert their rightful place in an age-based masculine society. Violence, especially armed violence becomes one way to ‘even the score’. This sense of exclusion gives meaning to Kaplan’s (1996:12) assertion that ‘the perpetrators of future violence will be urban youth’ probably because of the need to assert their masculinity. 
The creation of a large pool of idle young men due to unemployment, according to a recent World Bank report (Michailof et al 2002:3), raises again Kaplan’s idea of a ‘youth bulge’ which sets the stage for violence due to large number of male youth, especially frustrated male youth who feel alienated, as criticized by Sommers (2006:2). This places the Niger Delta into a wider context as youth and youth militias, composed mainly of men but also of some women, deal with hegemonic notions of identity and masculinity. 
The Small Arms Survey reports that higher rate of armed violence associated with youth (and young men) are combined with economic stress while the wielding of a gun is considered a sign of status, male affluence and power and also acts to socialise youth into militaristic version of manhood (SAS 2006: 304). 
2.7 Conclusion

This chapter reviewed two prevailing theoretical assumptions about internal conflict in the new war discourse of Kaldor and Collier’s economic rationality for resource based conflict and the involvement of youth. Kaldor and Collier’s theoretical arguments are criticized as very limited in scope not explaining several intricacies of the Nigerian state which fuel the Niger Delta conflict. As argued, their theories serve the interest of the West. In place of their arguments, Paul Richards theoretical analysis of youth, conflict and natural resources fits more into the context of Niger Delta. Nigerian academics like Ikelegbe, Ojakorotu and others, provide better theoretical analysis and understanding of youth, conflict and natural resources.  
Chapter 3: Explaining Youth Militancy & Constructing Masculinities
3.1
Introduction

This chapter explores respondent’s narratives with the aim of reviewing the content and significance of the stories concerning the role of ‘youth’ and their involvement in militia activities. The views of the respondents have been analysed to identify the different narratives of the respondents. Mary Kaldor in her assertion specifically mentions young men (1999:83) as the new adventurers of today who make a living through the use of threat and violence. Collier (2000) goes a step further with the argument that greed and not grievance is behind the conflicts especially for countries with primary commodities, where the proportion of young men can easily be influenced by the lack of income earning opportunities to engage in rebellion.

The analysed narratives are grouped under four main themes:

· Youth - Leaders of Tomorrow – Historical Responsibility to Fight for their Future 
· Youth - Victims of Societal Marginalization and Injustice 

· Lack of Education -  Explanation for Youth Engagement in Crime 

· Diaspora Youth View of  Militia Youth Engaged in the Violence

These are considered on the themes and elements of masculinities identified there from.   

3.2    Youth as leaders of tomorrow 
In this section, the frames of diasporic Nigerians in my sample show that youth are viewed as actors that are saddled historically with the responsibility to their society and generation for promoting better futures.  
The narratives of most respondents justify the entrance of youth into the violence in terms of the logic of militarisation of the society, and hence of their youth agendas as well. One respondent puts it this way:

I am happy with what the Ijaw youth are doing; they are fighting a Nigerian battle because the experience of the Niger Delta is the same experience facing Nigeria. We salute the boys for their courage… ask anybody who will tell you the truth, it is by armed struggle that Nigeria will know peace (Respondent 10, August 1st, 2009). 
The assertion here confers on the youth the role of freedom fighters, waging an armed struggle to protect the interest of everyone else and as defenders of the weak. This is not far from the following account, where the respondent states: 

I think young men and women are saddled with a historical role and responsibility in every society, so the young men and women of the Niger Delta are naturally playing out that role (Respondent 6, July, 28th, 2009).
This statement is interesting in for once explicitly including young women as well as young men in the statement. In addition, the word ‘naturally’ implies some form of inevitability for the decision to play an active part in their society.  A further assertion on the historical role of youth is as follows: 

Anywhere in the world, youth lead revolutions. This is because they suffer the most. We don’t expect elders in a society to lead revolutions but vibrant youth. That is why Ijaw youth too are taking the centre stage (Respondent 8, July 25th, 2009). 

The threat to the future of these youth in the form of marginalization, economic oppression and bad leadership which has affected them – as the narratives from respondents confirm - is seen as necessitating their participation in militant activities in the Niger Delta. The situation of these youth is confirmed by one Nigeria-based political scientist: ‘… if security derives from the fact that a persons first interest is survival, the Niger Delta environment, socially, politically and economically is far from been secured’  (Ogundiya 2009:37).
The high handedness with which successive governments have responded to demands of these youth have further aggravated the conflict and generated anger in them to intensify their militant activities and grievances against government insensitivity to their plight. Rather than formulating strategies that can effectively address the situation, government deploys
 military personnel to quash them. The military option as argued cannot solve the violence (Beri and Sinha 2009:131). One respondent notes:

Nigeria is not at war but the army, navy and air force have a heavy presence in the Niger Delta over a civil crisis that was allowed to degenerate (Respondent 18, August 16th, 2009).
Questions of masculinity are apparent in the respondents’ narratives of the role of youth in the violent conflict. By framing Ijaw youth as men fighting a battle for Nigeria’s future, respondents confirm the high level of responsibility ascribed to them in their actions. Anticipated expectations of success arise from a cross section of Nigerian diaspora, especially those from the Niger Delta region. Respondents who felt this way also came from other parts of the country, expressing the same feelings of suffering as if they had the same experience as Niger Delta people. Such trust and task as presented are given to men of courage who can challenge the status quo.  But what kinds of masculinities are implied by the notion of ‘boys’ historical duty to confront the state, and to help change the social order in the process? Militarised solutions imply that courage on the part of ‘the boys’ is important to challenge the state and bring about a change to the perpetuation of injustice felt across the country.  
To buttress the masculinity in the narratives, most respondents emphasise on ‘the boys’ in their responses with little or no mention of youth as girls or young women. Victims of the conflict are also viewed from a male lens and the actors in the conflict through the same lens. One respondent’s statement illustrates this point:

They enjoy painting the Niger Delta black, paint the boys black.  All they talk about is what the boys are doing, no body is talking about how we got to the present situation… government is not interested, never has been (Respondent 3, July 19th, 2009).
The emphasis on ‘the boys’-, their fearlessness, bravery, and bonding depicts their courage to challenge the state which also adopts a hard posture, unwilling to give into the pressures and threats of ‘the boys’ through the use of force, enacts masculine undertone in the violence on the part of ‘the boys’ (Richards 1999, Ukiwo 2003, Utasa and Jorgela 2008) and on the part of government. Another respondent adds:

The activities of government and multinationals are one and systematically they have carried out their activities of oppression and repression on the South-south for years but the Ijaw youth can no longer take it (Respondent 16, August 15th, 2009). 

Narratives of oppression and repression of the Niger Delta people dominate among respondents and are used to justify militant activities by Ijaw youth. Increased youth agitation in the region and need to match the state with the same military strength, especially through reprisal attacks on the military and oil installations encouraged youth to join militant groups. This is further affirmed by Ikelegbe (2005:496) who attributes state repression and support from multinationals for the escalating involvement of youth-based militant groups. 

3.3   Youth: Victims of Social Marginalization and Injustice 

The narratives by respondents expose the Nigerian state and the extent to which they have neglected the youth. The feeling of alienation and marginalization as noted by Sommers, makes youth consider themselves as social outcast portending serious danger to society as youth are ‘forced’  to engage in criminal activities because of the need to survive (2007:20-1). Where a state no longer performs the basic functions states are required to fulfil, they are usually regarded as collapsed or failed states (Zartman, 1996:5). The question would then be whether the Nigerian state fits into this description; in the Niger Delta region it sometimes seems it does.  
Collier’s assertion of greed does not take into account the long years of neglect of the Niger Delta region and the people, especially youth who ought to be provided for by government.  Most diasporic respondents see Ijaw youth, including ‘the boys’ in militias, as victims of past marginalization. As one respondent notes:
Do you blame Ijaw youth for the actions they have taken? They have waited long for the government and their community leaders who should have taken action to address the problem but nobody did. They are tired; they simply have no hope that is why they are fighting (Respondent 3, July 19th, 2009). 
The respondent shows understanding for the youth. Patience has been shown, and now patience has run out, is the argument. Once again, youth are framed as fighting for the future. In a similar way, another respondent reflects:

The case of the Niger Delta youth can be said to be like the case where if you cannot survive legitimately, you have to survive illegitimately…... that is the situation Ijaw youth have found themselves in their own country (Respondent 4, July 22nd, 2009).
A lack of education is seen as cause of the despair that drives young people to extremes by this respondent. His narrative elaborates the grievance of youth in terms of missed opportunities:
Their future is bastardised, there is no plan for them. Their parents can’t do normal every day work because the region is water logged and so they must work extra hard to provide for and send their children to school which they do without government assistance. In such a situation what level of education can they attain? (Respondent 12, August 7th, 2009).
 Majority of the respondents agreed that the actions of a large number of youth in the Niger Delta have become criminalised. At the same time, there is recognition in the framing of youth problem that the insecurity of their future creates hopelessness in their lives and for generations after them. Especially within the region, with the destruction of the environment having adverse effect on fishing and agricultural activities, the mainstay of the economy on which the region survived in the past have been destroyed.  The resentment is understood, and as a respondent notes: “...there is bias against the region, and youth who feel more threatened are poised to challenge it” (Respondent 15, August 12th, 2009). 

It is this sense of confronting the state through violence that leads Collier to emphasise the ‘greed’ factor.  But respondents incorporate economic motives under grievances, which are seen as quite legitimate and understandable grievances, not motivated solely by personal greed. As noted by Richards (2005:573) when considering youth militias and what pushes young people (men in particular) to take up arms, other factors such as institutional abuses deeply rooted in the state need to be taken into account.  The framing of the youth problem by respondents is an example of this.  

It is acknowledged that youth in the Niger Delta have lived with the realities of oppression and insecurity over time from the state, their community leaders and the multinationals (Imobighe et al 2002:235). A respondent notes:
They run pipes flowing with crude, gas and what not beside their homes expose them to gas flares without care for their lives, their children and community in the name of oil and nobody cares (Respondent 8, July 25th, 2009).
‘They’ here indicates the government and the multinationals who are interested only in the oil and ignore ethical practices of the business. The people’s lands are taken from them to explore oil, pipes run all through their community yet they live in poverty. The youth grows in these environment, they see the oppression of their community, the involvement of their leaders, the government, the multinationals and appraise their hopeless situation. The politicians who know better promise to change things but deceive them, a respondent notes: 
The politicians are not sincere; they know these youth need to survive so lure them with money and weapons to deliver elections for them and these guns find their way into society where it is used for crimes because these boys are not properly engaged (Respondent 13, August 11th, 2009).

The use of youth, especially male youth militias, by the politicians to intimidate their opponents and win electoral office has become commonplace in the Niger Delta.  Sommers recognizes in his assertion that

The tragedy that engulfs marginalised youth is that while their energy, creativity and resistance are not adequately recognised by government, civil society and international actors, their many assets may be recognised by those who seek to manipulate them (2007:21). 

Echoing Sommers with reference to the manipulation of youth, one respondent notes: 

There are some elements within the country especially in the Niger Delta that are using these youth and capitalizing on the struggle itself to enrich themselves and these are the community leaders and politicians (Respondent 9, July 10th, 2009).
Ukeje (2001:349) prompted by the unfolding violence in the Niger Delta conclude that for people whose lives are mired in drudgery, hopelessness and desperation, the offer of an exciting, risky and possibly beneficial campaign of collective action – even if it is through means of violence – may be seen as an improvement in their circumstances, perhaps especially so for young men socialised into certain kinds of ‘rebellious masculinity’ Yablonsky (2000:184). In conflict, the collective action of youth makes them aspire to forms of hegemonic masculinity and class status. Their weapons become not so much for violence and destruction as for strength to assert their ‘manhood’ (Goldstein, 2001:406).  

The sense of ‘control’ can become extreme if not checked. As a respondent notes, sometimes the usual age relations of power can be seen to be reversed: 

The elders were just portfolio leaders, those who really are behind the action are youth, and the weapons used to fight the conflict… (Respondent 7, July 28th, 2009). 

What becomes evident is the creation of a collective identity in response to a strong and shared sense of grievance. According to Urdal (2004:5), since generational consciousness in itself is insufficient as a strong identity marker, other forms of social segmentation need to be present for youth grievances to increase the risk of violence.  Once this form of identification is established and associated with ethnicity (as with the case of Niger Delta) it can become a knife that severs social relations and disembowels an entire country (Hintjens 2001:27).
The issues of masculinity are embedded in the different narratives. Fighting with weapons is a show of masculine strength and power which the youth have decided to take on so that they can challenge the state (Goldstein 2001:406). With a bleak future and ‘bastardised’ life, strength and persistence to overcome their situation is necessary if they are to survive even by illegitimate means. So manly confidence is seen as a way to achieve power. 
As noted from the frames of respondents, there is a psychological pressure on youth –‘the boys’ to provide for their homes and families (nuclear and extended), to assert their masculinity as providers. But their lack of employment, a bleak future  which offers no hope in the mist of abundance, challenges dominant notions of  masculinity as providers and they risk been perceived as failures, thus confirming Haywood and Mac an Ghaill assertion that unemployment threatens the identity and masculinity of men (2003:37). What follows with unemployment is a lack of personal income, hopelessness and further stigmatization as criminals, drug pushers and gun runners. Coming from a region already identified with underdevelopment, poverty and violence, what Wilson (2001:7) calls ‘the permanent underclass’, desperation becomes expressed. Trapped in this identity of failure and loss of manhood, the option of violence to change their situation and reaffirm their masculinity becomes inevitable. 
The politicians aware of the social needs of these youth, a sign of socialising into ‘normal masculinity’ especially in the African context, capitalise on young men’s desire to conform with the usual patterns of socialisation. The importance of this to the psyche of the young men is symbolic as it ties having money with self-identification of men and assertion of their masculinity. 
The feeling of marginalization and subordination of the region, further challenges the masculinity of Ijaw youth because it subjects them to belonging to a lower class who should be dominated. Connell uses the term ‘marginalization’ to refer to the relations between dominant masculinities and subordinated classes or ethnic groups (1995:80-1). This can be related to the South-South ethnic group considered as minorities within the ethnic construction of the Nigerian state dominated by three major ethnic groups, the Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba. Such feeling of subordination engenders a ‘protest masculinity’ (ibid:109) among those who feel threatened like Ijaw youth, over their situation and inevitably affirms the grievance factor in them.  
What becomes frightening is the possible use of that asserted masculinity to constitute a threat to society when the grievances of youth are not addressed. Collective action amongst youth strengthens and affirms their audacious masculinity through bonding (Archer, 1994:98) making them lethal when ‘unleashed’. 
3.4
Lack of Education and Youth Engagement in Crime

To further my analysis, I apply Malkki’s (1995:57) narrative panel methodology also used by Eltringham (2004) to summarise the stories told by respondents.  Illiteracy is seen as the bane of youth which lures them to criminality, some respondent quotes clearly states this: 
The level of education in the Niger Delta is very low. Most Ijaw youth who have opportunity for education don’t take it because they see their elder ones use threats to get money, they are not motivated to acquire education. This has eaten deep into the fabric of the region (Respondent 13, August 11th, 2009).
Education is one way which Ijaw youth are cheating themselves. Education liberates the mind even though infrastructure is good. Chaos is the only option they have; they can’t function in an organised society. (Respondent 9, July 23rd, 2009).
It is a long drawn battle even if they decide to drop their arms today, you have a set of guys who in the last ten years have benefitted from criminality and have become so used to it. (Respondent 11, August 5th, 2009).
These narratives of the problem supports the position of Collier that lack of education among young men creates a higher propensity for warfare in developing countries (2000:94). They argue that the youth would be unable to function in an organised society and therefore must sustain their criminality. Yet educated people even in societies away from natural resources also engage in violent conflict. 
While Collier emphasises on the lack of education as luring youth to join rebel groups, the consequences following multinational oil operations in the Niger Delta, which is also the cause of the agitation do not segregate the educated and uneducated. The feeling of grievance will be even higher among the educated than among the uneducated because of their frustrations. The Council on Foreign Relations notes ‘..the Niger Delta is composed of young men dissatisfied at their inability to find jobs..’ (CFR 2007) so grievance from such frustrations also matter. 

Collier’s assertion that the level of education is a factor in the recruitment of youth into militia groups fails to take into consideration the possibility that a failed educational system can actually cause youth for want of what to do, to join militia groups and vent-out their anger on the state. Strengthening this argument, Richards and Peters (1988:1) assert that militia activity offers youth a chance to make their way in the world after being set against a background of destroyed families and failed educational systems
.
 Masculinity is reproduced in the narratives on the assertion that acquisition of higher education and subsequent entry into professional disciplines will enhance the social mobility, responsibility and rationality of youth (Angus 1993:3). Education, as one respondent notes, liberates the mind and enhances the hegemonic masculinity of the individual, a lack of it by implication subordinates him.  

3.5
Diaspora Youth View of Niger Delta Militant Youth
Before concluding this chapter, it is important to analyse the frames of diaspora youth about the activities of Ijaw youth engaged in the militia activities. The frames reveal diverse opinions. While some diaspora youth view the struggle as a necessary way of changing a structural problem facing the country in general, and therefore broadly support the armed conflict, others did not support the way the struggle was being undertaken. For these respondents, there are more peaceful and civilised ways of addressing grievances which Ijaw youth can adopt without resorting to violence. There are also those who understand that ‘the boys’ may suffer from ‘bad press’ and negative stereotypes.  Seeing Ijaw youth as neglected and abused, these respondents view their situation with sympathy. As one respondent puts it:  

For those who have not gone home in a long while, to them the boys are a bunch of criminals – you hear it from the way they talk, the boys are violent they are bad and all sorts of things. But for those who know the issues,…it is the only way the government will listen and the international community will know something is going on (Respondent 5, July 23rd, 2009).
The narrative here shows that there is a division amongst the diaspora view about the militia youth. While some see them as criminals (those who have not gone home in a long while), others who know the issue commend the actions of ‘the boys’ and see it as the only way government and the international community will pay attention to the violence in the region. Another respondent adds: 

Majority of young Nigerians share the same feeling of Ijaw youth – that there is no other means of airing their grievances than the use of violence (Respondent 12, August 7th, 2009).
Like the former respondent noted, those who understand the issues of the violence share their support with the militia youth and their use of violence, as the option which will make the government listen. Would it be wrong therefore to assume that the non violent approach would not solve the violence? Does confronting government constitute greed as posited by Collier? This may not be far from the truth considering the Angolan government arrest of one of the militant leaders who was extradited to Nigeria, and charged with treason. With threats from the militant groups on the Nigerian state, the militant leader was released and all charges against him dropped
. One respondent with children noted:

The feeling is terrible. My children don’t believe what they see is real; to them it’s a movie; huge furnace of fire beside living communities, no water, no education, no electricity? It’s unimaginable….they see Ijaw youth as abused and can’t understand why things don’t change (Respondent 15, August 14th, 2009).
The narrative of this family is that of shock about the living conditions in the Niger Delta. The use of the word ‘unimaginable’ confirms the deplorable living condition people in the region must endure, leading to their grievance and violence as against greed which Collier posits. But the violent approach is not supported by all as one respondent notes:

The Ijaw youth may have a case, but the violent approach is affecting us. Nigerians are looked at as violent and dangerous. This is a bad image which is not good for us as individuals and as a country…. (Respondent 13, August 11th, 2009). 

The respondent further adds:

Nigeria depends on oil for its economy to run. The impact of the violence is not only affecting the Nigerian economy, but every time the youth violence increases, the international oil market is affected. (Respondent 13, August 11th, 2009). 

Evidently, the violence in the Niger Delta region and the militia activities of Ijaw youth has attracted concern locally and internationally with divergent views. Some views give justification for the actions of the youth, some see the region and youth as abused while some see the militia approach as wrong. These different views and frames of youth and their militia activities confirms Fisher’s (2000:20) assertion that people understand conflict in quite distinct ways and attach contrasting emotions to them. 

3.6
Conclusion

From the narratives, it is evident that the respondents view Ijaw youth as marginalised and blame the government for their plight, justifying their actions insofar as they are directed against the state and not against local civilians. Long years of injustice, oppression and suppression, social outcast identity among the minorities, and hopelessness for their economic future, has from the perspectives of respondents, left the youth without many other – if any other - options than to become victims or to become violent. While poor education background and low income earning opportunities of youth encourage their recruitment into rebel groups as Collier argues, respondents argue that it is also necessary to consider the historical and geo-strategic context that has influenced the Ijaw youth to adopt violence in the way that it has, in the wider Niger Delta context. Overall, the findings tend to support the idea of a collective, shared grievance felt by individual youth, and understood by others, even those who have long been in the diaspora.  The idea of greed is given less credibility in these accounts, although it may be very relevant for views about the more ‘criminally’ inclined of the youth in armed rebel groups. It is interesting, in conclusion, that the views of the respondents converge around the same factors considering that the cost of this conflict continues to affect the region, the people, the country, her image and impacts on the global oil price. Thus, exploring the cause(s) of the violence as diaspora view it is essential. The next chapter is concerned with this.  

Chapter 4: Explaining the Causes of the Violence
4.1:   Introduction 


This chapter explores the narratives of diasporic respondents about causes of the Niger Delta violence. Local and foreign academics have expressed various views about causes of the conflict. The chapter identifies and analyses diaspora views in order to determine how they differ or support existing perspectives. While Kaldor (1999) associates the causes of such conflict to a new global phenomenon involving backwardness, identity politics, youth and the diaspora, scholars have identified other relevant causal factors. Such factors include the Land Use Act of 1978 later modified in 1993
, the Derivation Principle
 of natural resources in the country, and the skewed practice of federalism. The key narrative themes of the respondents centred on the following: 

· Marginalisation and Injustice 

· Corrupt Governance and Bad Leadership 

· Failed Development: Insecurity in People’s Daily Lives

· Preference for State Security over Human Security 

Within each theme, I extract the masculinity narratives and give further explanations. I will consider each of these key diasporic ‘frames’ in turn.  

4.2
Marginalization and Injustice 
The narratives revealed a repeated concern that a central problem which fuelled the violent conflict in the Niger Delta were issues of marginalization of the less powerful by the more powerful in Nigeria and associated sense of injustice and grievance of Niger Delta people in relation to the Federal government

A sense of distance and marginalisation emerges from some views of respondents that those who run the Nigerian state are completely different from the poor people of the Niger Delta. From this point of view, the beliefs, culture, patterns of social life and habits of the leaders tend to reinforce the distance between elites and majority of poor people in a remote region. One respondent notes that as the product of colonial rule: Nigeria is made up of more than ten countries forced together in a marriage of convenience (Respondent 12, July 17th, 2009).  
This ‘inconvenient marriage’ led to the Nigerian civil war, provoked by the struggle between the political elite of the secessionist Biafra (Eastern region), and the rest of Nigeria (Northern, Western and Midwestern regions) controversially over the control of the oil resources of the Niger Delta (Obi 2005b:112).  This point is reiterated by another respondent:
Nigeria as a Federal system is constructed in such a way that it is biased against the interest of the less powerful… [who] are helpless and powerless to undo their marginalization. In relation to the Niger Delta, it takes a more serious dimension characterised by oppression of the minorities (Respondent 2, July 15th, 2009).


This respondent, sees the Niger Delta problem as a microcosm of a wider Nigerian (and perhaps more general) phenomenon of marginalisation. The problem of marginalization is a concern expressed amongst all the minority groups in the country as earlier mentioned. Elaborating on the strategies of the ‘powerful’, another respondent notes:

The Government contracts foreign oil firms to prospect for oil without the input of the land owners and sufferers of the end pollution in the region, and…both prospectors and successive governments don’t care a hoot what the people of the region suffer or feel (Respondent 15, August 14th, 2009)
This emphasises the corporate dimension to the sense of marginalisation and powerlessness.  The point is similar to that of Obi (2008:3) bringing out the broader dimensions of a policy of greed and indifference. Another respondent notes:

The cause of the problem is the injustice that has been perpetrated over the years, effects of environmental degradation, destruction to the livelihoods of people, lack of infrastructural facilities and endemic poverty in the region over the years despite wealth from the region sustaining the entire country (Respondent 8, July 25th, 2009)  

The use of terms like ‘power’, ‘powerful’, ‘powerless’, ‘marginalization’, ‘neglect’ and ‘injustice’ relate to questions of ‘minority’ status in Nigeria. Embedded in these critiques are notions of self-respecting masculinities of the poor and ‘less powerful’, notions that have a long history and have contributed to the prolongation of violent conflicts in the Niger Delta and confrontation with the state. Dominant, indifferent masculinity is riding ‘roughshod’ over lesser, deprived people. As another diaspora notes: 

The government for years have been ruled by leaders from the majority ethnic groups who simply see the people of the Delta as minority and so should be trampled on at will (Respondent 4, July 22nd, 2009).  
The words majority and minority represents power over (Sawicki 1991:25), which is the ‘master frame’ in these accounts of why the majority/ majorities desire to trample over the minority ethnic groups in the Delta region. Some respondents noted the inability of successive administrations to address the Niger Delta conflict and reduce the violence there.  They cited powerful group interests among the elites as one cause, as well as forces that control the present administration. According to a respondent:

Nigeria is currently being led by a group of puppets and weaklings. Those controlling are being manipulated by strong and highly ambitious cabal who have shady characters (Respondent 1, July 18th, 2009). 

This statement is interesting in terms of being ‘framed’ under notions of polarized masculinities. It associates Nigeria’s current leaders with puppets – begging the question of who is the puppet master that manipulates them. The implication is framed in terms of an implicit gender identity ( as noted in a statement by Zarkov in Bouta et al 2005:3) these are ‘weaklings’, hence not ‘real men’. They are femininised by being manipulated by strong and highly ambitious (masculine) people with power, but who are invisible and ‘shady’.  Authority is taken away from the government by criminalised (shady) masculinity, as implied in the term ‘cabals’. Dominant male groups thus have the capability to control even the elected representatives in government.  Real power is seen to have shifted towards criminal characters who the respondent associates with powerful masculine qualities.
The frames of these responses suggest how Nigeria’s political environment, its social relations and the prolonged conflict, intersect causally in the interpretation of the diasporic Nigerians interviewed.  Reference to ethnic domination by the North in the political landscape are mostly indirect; their control over the minorities is made clear, however, as is their ability (along with unnamed others) to control the political leadership of successive administrations. This highlights how established structures of inequality are intensified by what Connell terms ‘patriarchal dividend’ (2005c:79). This means that a ‘strong and highly ambitious group of people’- (using respondents words), get passive socio-economic compensation just for being ‘men’ – being dominant, hegemonic ‘men from the North’. 
Connell further notes, these dominant social classes whose men benefit the most, are distinguished from the highly visible (and vulnerable) men who must pay the most, and are mostly located in the Niger Delta where by implication, their masculinity cannot fully express itself
 (2005c:248). Similarly, another element that fits into the frame of popular marginalization and powerless marginalised minority masculinity is the criticism implied in a statement by one respondent: 

They appoint a woman and only one person from the region to represent the Niger Delta in the Oil and Gas committee, yet refuse to respect and acknowledge her professional competence. (Respondent 15, August 14th, 2009).
This respondent seems to frame marginalisation in terms of the tokenism of the woman’s appointment, and her status as the only representative of Niger Delta people. Her position on the committee is isolated, as well as highly gendered and this respondent suggests her gender identity as a woman was viewed through a masculine outlook, so that her professional competence could be disregarded.  Viewed through this dominant, corporate masculine frame, her position is seen from a masculine perspective which questions her capacity to handle issues pertaining to the region in a ‘professional’ manner.  Implicit here is an insult to the minority people, first by appointing a woman as the Niger Delta’s sole representative, and then undermining her ability to do her job.  Furthermore, it goes to show the hegemonic masculinity associated with state/corporate positions which subordinates women (Wilson 2001:130).

4.3
Corrupt Governance and Bad Leadership

The view that bad governance, bad leadership and mismanagement of Nigeria’s resources, manpower, and economic structures in general, was widely shared as a frame among the respondents. It is interesting to note that ninety percent of the respondents held this view that bad leadership in Nigeria is a fundamental problem which has plagued the country over the years, associating this factor also as cause of the Niger Delta violence. One respondent remarks:  

Fundamentally we have more than enough, Nigeria is blessed. All one could think of to successfully harness these blessings and run the most populous black Country in Africa is leadership which is lacking and is the bane of all our problems extending also to the Niger Delta (Respondent 1, July 18th, 2009).  
The frame here is that a potentially rich nation has been made poor through inept leadership. Another respondent stresses: 
Corruption! Corruption! And leaders who have no vision except greed and this theft is more with the Niger Delta. (Respondent 15, August 14th, 2009).
Emphasis in this frame is on leaders who squander the Nations wealth and have no vision to lead.
The Niger Delta conflict is as a result of greed to share oil revenue,…the government, community leaders and some youth themselves are to blame for these problems (Respondent 14, August 13th, 2009).
In this context, bad leaders are failed examples of hegemonic masculinity. They are unable to think strategically, to identify good investment opportunities, and unable to ensure a secure, longer term future, and provide for their ‘people’. Leadership is not only bad, it is ‘lacking’; there is a void where a leader should stand, wise and protective of the interests of all.  Bad leadership is here presented as more than a problem of personalities. It is viewed as a structural problem which cuts across and hinders every facet of Nigerian society and prevents preparations for the future. Reflecting on ‘lacking’ leadership, one respondent predicts: 

The conflict I am afraid will linger on until we have a strong leadership with a willing power. It will require draconian laws and steps to guarantee development and ensure lasting peace in the region (Respondent.1, July 18th, 2009). 
From the foregoing, the absence of leadership is seen as the ‘bane’ of the Niger Delta crisis and of Nigeria in general. Good leadership is depicted as strong, capable, able to enforce decisions, if necessary through drastic ‘draconian’ means.  Strong leadership by implication is good leadership. A ‘willing power’ needs to have the capability to manage the crisis and this takes courage. Harsh laws not only need to be passed but enforced. The implication is a form of dominant, far-seeing masculinity that is ‘visible’; laws may be harsh, but they will be enforced impartially in the interest of all. Within this frame, so long as strong leadership is lacking, nothing can be ‘guaranteed’; all will be words and shadow-play; a hidden form of parasitical masculinity (Hodgdon 2008:108).
The key element in this framing of ‘strong’ leadership is the will power to make harsh laws stick. There is an implicit reference to ‘authoritative masculinity’ as characterised by courage, strong will and the ability to command and get followers’ full support and compliance. Within this narrative frames of the causes of violence, bad governance and lack of leadership are reflected in the structural violence (i.e non-functioning) of the country’s social structure and economy (Galtung 1996:199).  Those who appear to hold power are made illegitimate by their close links to social injustice and the machinery of oppression.   

4.4
Failed Development In People’s Daily Lives 

Malkki’s narrative panel analysis is applied here to harmonise the response from the diasporic Nigerians on failed development as cause of the violence in the Niger Delta.
Considering the resources and revenue generated from the region, the development on ground does not complement it at all…. (Respondent 3, July 19th, 2009)
The Niger Delta crisis is like people say, Hydra headed. The government has its own problems and also the communities are involved as cause of these problems. I will not say the Federal government has not done much for the people and the region but it is definitely not enough compared to what they are taking away from the communities… (Respondent 6, July 28th, 2009)

The Niger Delta region has only destruction and poverty to show for all the oil that has been taken away from there. It is surprising that the government can develop the Federal capital, Abuja so fast, meanwhile the revenue source [i.e. the Delta] is in abject poverty and without development.….. (Respondent 10, August 1st, 2009)   

The point here is that the people of the region feel very insecure in their daily lives as they and the region deteriorate rather than develop. Meanwhile other parts of the country are benefiting from the oil revenue.
Whilst refusing to ‘frame’ the problem in terms of a one-way causal process, running from government neglect and exploitation to the development deficit that ‘results’, most respondents acknowledge that the government has failed to do ‘much’ for the Niger Delta region, and ‘owes’ them something, by implication. 
The decision of government to develop and transform the Federal capital, from ‘a complete desert’ into a city for the elites, a city with wide roads, good facilities and expensive accommodation, frames the development deficit as the result of elite appropriation of oil revenues that should have gone to local people. Pillage is implied, or misallocation of funds.  Here too, what the respondent says can be interpreted as showing anger at a dominant form of hegemonic masculinity, class-based and extra-territorial use of oil money.  The Niger Delta by contrast is ‘emasculated’ by having nothing to show for all the resources that have been extracted from there.  
The development deficit in the Niger Delta and daily feelings of insecurity and hopelessness are seen as underlying causes of the continuing violent tensions in the region, and the attacks on government forces and others.  But this ‘frame’ goes beyond mere neglect, into attacks which endanger the survival of people in the region.  
4.5
State Security over Human Security

The deployment of the military to the Niger Delta and government actions and statements are also seen as fuelling the conflict. The quotes from respondents express this: 

That the government would be waging war on the Niger Delta was evident during the presentation of the country’s budget when N440 billion (Naira) was allocated to security for the Niger Delta while an insignificant N69 billion was allocated for development. It only goes to show the government was preparing for a massive military operation and the boys were ready and waiting for them…. (Respondent 8, July 25th, 2009). 

The Nigerian government thinks that since [this is] a minority ethnic group they can easily be trampled on so they unleash the military to crush them rather than addressing their grievances (Respondent 16, August 15th, 2009).
Sending the military there with all kinds of weapons to crush the boys only angers them more and shows the government does not care for them or the region. They are protecting the oil instead of the people.. (Respondent 7, July 28th, 2009).
The narratives here show the preference of government – protecting her revenue source rather than the people and region. Agitations are not tolerated, nor are demands for resources right. Instead, there is a heavy handed, elitist response from the military which gives priority to security concerns over any development priorities. A strong element in this account of the violence and preparation for violence is a ‘stand off’ between massively armed military and presumably poorly armed and much less defended ‘boys’. Here confronting masculinities are pitted against one another. Successive government play ‘macho’ by using state machinery to suppress and quell internal dissent. On the other hand the young, relatively poorly armed youth continue to agitate and act in self defence. The ‘toughness’ of government statements is apparent from a survey of media sources. Leaders are ‘tough on youth’, as they are ‘tough on crime’. This was illustrated by former Head of State General Abdusalm Abubakar who responded to Niger Delta agitation in this way:

This regime cannot allow the continued reckless expression of these [angry] feelings. Seizures of oil wells, rigs and platforms as well as hostage taking, vehicle hijacking, all in the name of expressing grievances… they are totally unacceptable to this administration (cited in Ukeje 2001:353). 

The language here is of power, authority and of being able to approve, sanction or disavow. The language frames the problem paternalistically as a problem of what is, and is not, ‘allowed’.  Such paternalism or political patriarchy is also very much a feature of hegemonic discourses around Nigerian masculinity (Adetunji and Adesida 2008:4). Small minority groups are subject to authority, and must accept their treatments.  

Using the comment by a former UN Secretary General in his report ‘In Larger Freedom’ to stress the need for equal consideration of the three elements, ‘the World [Nigeria] must advance the cause of security, development, and human rights simultaneously, otherwise non will succeed’ cited in Frerks (2007:33). 
4.6
Conclusion 

This chapter reviewed some of the narratives of respondents on the key causes of the violence in the Niger Delta.  We have shown that there are several key ‘frames’ that inform the diasporic understandings of the violent conflict in this region: corrupt governance and leadership, economic deprivation and injustice, and a sense of marginalisation of minorities inside the state. Like other African conflicts, perhaps, the Niger Delta situation is a lot more complex than Mary Kaldor and other conventional ‘conflict’ theorists suggest. The core factor may relate to feelings of marginalization and frustration, expressed as alienation of poor people amidst abundance, the environmental and human consequences of oil exploration activities. Related feelings of injustice, insecurity and environmental outrage, lead to a sense that the very survival of the people from the region is being threatened.  These forms of economic and structural violence do not encourage respect for procedural correctness among local interest groups. Instead, violent responses appear less shocking and more attractive, especially perhaps to ‘the boys’. 

Chapter 5: Talking Peace: Diasporic Intervention Measures
5.0   Introduction 
This chapter analyses the frames of possible intervention to the prolonged violence in the Niger Delta, especially concerning the role of the diaspora and how to make youth cease their violent actions. The significance and impact of the diaspora has been recognised as capable of assisting to resolve prolonged home conflict regardless of being physically outside the conflict zone. The historical, cultural, economic and emotional ties, direct and indirect, which they have for home country, necessitate their interest for intervention (Cochrane 2007:19). Female respondents seemed generally more interested in discussing this aspect of the research. The narrative frames for diaspora role in resolving the violence centred on the following key themes:

· Attracting International Attention and Intervention to the Violence

· Sending Diaspora Representatives to the Government to Discuss the Violence and Measures of Mitigation
· Providing Investments in the Region to Give Employment to Youth and Helping them Build Skills not Centred on Oil and Gas

· Building Trust

5.1   International Attention and Intervention 

The global concern over the Niger Delta violence has been on the rise with intense research on possible measures that can address youth agitations. In different Nigerian fora across the world, the effects of the conflicts has been stressed especially its impact on global energy price and negative image of the Nigerian diaspora community, making them reflect on using their vantage positions to attract international awareness on the violence for peace to be achieved. A respondent notes:
The diaspora can protest peacefully in their host countries to demonstrate concern over government approach to the violence. As you know in the West these kinds of protest attract media attention. With pressures on the government, things might change (Respondent 2, July 15th, 2009).
The use of international media to attract attention to the violence is supported by another respondent who notes:

The diaspora can protest in the West like to the European Parliament, headquarters of multinational companies, international development agencies, NGO’s and a host of others and these protest will be widely aired on the international media (Respondent 4, July 22nd, 2009).
This statement analyses the impact of the media and the pressure it can build on the host and Nigerian government to address the youth agitation. Although the Delta violence may be considered internal, the intervention approaches clearly gives it an international status. Another respondent notes:

Using international aid agencies to intervene will achieve very good effect. If the aid agencies attach impact conditions to the aid with clear monitoring terms then the pressure will be on the government to act right with the region or loose the aid (Respondent 19, August 14, 2009.)

While the use of peaceful protest and mounting pressure on authority sites may be considered effective to pressure the government to address the Delta violence and the use of aid may sound like a good strategy, several problems are associated with using aid to reduce conflict (Anderson 1999:37). 

5.3   Meetings between diaspora and the Home Government

The court ruling recognising diaspora to vote strengthens their position if collectively presented on an issue as one respondent notes:

I know there is a set up of responsible Nigerians in the diaspora who can meet with the government to present a united position concerning the conflict. (Respondent 14, August 13th, 2009)
Nigerians abound in different professional occupations and positions across Europe. Forming a united position amongst the diaspora is seen as a possibility of addressing the violence. One female respondent supporting the former notes:

If the diaspora unite and send a delegation to government explaining their embarrassment over the conflict and the negative image on the country, government might listen and dialogue with people from the region (Respondent 19, August 14th, 2009)  

The recognition of diaspora capability to get government attention lies in their power of influence to possibly compel their home government to act, what Boulding (1989:25) identifies as integrative power, including capacity to build groups, inspire, bind people together and develop legitimacy. Collier and Hoefler’s analysis like Kaldor’s only focuses on the potential power of diaspora threat. But the diaspora also possess a positive and integrative power, which though ignored, exist and can be used to influence and build peace. 
While a united diaspora position and influence may get home government attention on the violence, achieving that unity is the challenge to overcome. Hall (2000:118) notes that ‘it may be tempting to think of identity in the age of globalization, because the original identity formation may have changed, and they are not and will never be unified in the old sense’, confirming the transformation in the perception of diaspora over home issues, once they are ‘out’. One female respondent concurs Halls assertion; 

I don’t believe the diaspora can be united on the youth violence. Though as Nigerians the conflict affects us all, our views of the conflict and youth differ. People belong to different social circles, work colleagues, school colleagues, those in the multinationals, those with international organisations and all; their relationship with people outside of that circle is not the same. (Respondent 3, July 19, 2009 – informal interview).
What becomes evident from this narrative is the presence of a class consciousness, which may hinder diasporas’ collective view about home issues and the will to take it on. Another female respondent strengthens this narrative:

We are not supportive of our selves at all. Why talk of a delegation to Nigeria! Have we tried sending a delegation to the ambassador here?   (Respondent 7, July 28th, 2009). 
The division in diaspora view is stressed by another female respondent:

The interest of some of us [diaspora] will not make us agree on a united position to help solve the violence (Respondent 3, July 19th, 2009).  
The narratives show a disharmony amongst diaspora on issues which may affect them differently. In the Nigerian case, the ethnic differentiation of the respondents may account for the difference in views to the crisis and solutions that may resolve it. However, an internationally expressed concern can attract global and local attention to exploring opportunities on solving the violence.   

5.4 Investment, Employment and Youth 
Another diasporic narrative theme is related to providing investments in the Niger Delta region especially those not related to oil and gas, as employment to youth are important in providing them a sense of personal worth. One respondent notes:
There are different business ventures that can be established in the region to help provide employment for youth to help reduce their violence and not requiring much money as with the oil and gas.  (Respondent 9, July 10, 2009).
The agitation of the youth has been attributed to their lack of employment, so medium size business ventures not requiring huge funds is seen as opportunities that can help provide employment for the youth. To achieve this, one respondent notes: 
The diaspora can invest back at home in the private sector. This will help create jobs and possibly help in diversifying the Nigerian economy from oil. Make the economy less dependent on petro dollars which may soften the do-or-die madness in oil related conflict (Respondent 1, July 18th, 2009).
Diversifying the economy from oil related investment has been recommended as a good option to ease the Niger Delta conflict, Niger Delta Technical Committee Report - NDTCR (2008:80). This would boost other sectors and create employment opportunities for youth. According to a respondent:
Nigeria flares so much gas. If the government is willing it can get international partners and build medium size gas plants in the Niger Delta which will provide employment for these youth, save our environment and improve lives of the generality of Nigerians (Respondent 11, August 5th, 2009).    
The need for government to utilise the abundant resources of the region, been wasted, to provide employment for youth and also for the interest of the country and economy is evident in these narratives. Skill building to be able to fit into the regions technological need is stressed in the next narrative:
The youth must build their skills and support it with education in order to remain relevant within the regions dominant industry, they must build themselves, because without the education they’ll continue to grumble (Respondent 13, August 13th, 2009).
The importance of education is re-emphasised for youth to individually enhance themselves and remain relevant and marketable within the industry which is scattered around their region.   

5.5
Trust Building
Another dominant theme in the narrative of the respondent was trust. Most respondents saw rebuilding trust in youth for the government and society as essential to solve the violence and youth agitation in the Niger Delta. One female respondent notes: 

Youth in Nigeria don’t trust the government and society as a whole, the only thing they trust is their weapon. Government must rebuild that trust in them (Respondent 7, July 28th, 2009).  

The issue goes beyond the Niger Delta youth to a Nigerian issue. The failure of governments providing for them has affected their trust. The need to rebuild trust in government goes to buttress the alienated feeling of youth, their grievance with the society and preference to use their weapons which gives them what they need and when they need it. Strengthening this assertion, one respondent notes:
Generally, the social contract between the governed and those governing has collapsed and trust is gone. There is no programme that the government would introduce that will be taken seriously (Respondent 11, August 5th, 2009).
Regaining the confidence of youth and the public generally is seen as necessary if youth is to drop their arms. Government programmes consistently fail to meet their needs and the society at large leading to their violence. According to a respondent, government needs to change to be taken seriously by the youth.
The government has the responsibility to instil confidence and trust in the people and in the country, so that all concerned will be willing to offer their expertise and suggestions of solutions, knowing that they are working for something that will have meaning to the society. (Respondent 3, July 23rd, 2009).
From these narratives, the task is more on the part of government to design measures that will make youth take its statement serious. This must be backed up with action. Since government is never consistent, the youth have lost confidence, the diaspora have lost confidence. The international community perhaps have lost confidence but government needs to get their confidence back for their support and assistance which many like the diaspora are willing to offer. The risk there is if this trust is achieved and broken, it will be difficult to get it back and the consequences will be worse. A respondent notes:
 Experts will be needed to work on the hearts and minds of these youth for them to believe there can be another opportunity. If it works and they are deceived again, it will be a total disaster (Respondent 13, August 14th, 2009).
This narrative captures the entire need for trust to be built because it provides the opportunity for peace and chance of a fresh start. As Sommers noted, it is essential to gain the trust of youth to enable them overcome their sense of alienation and social distance, proposing positive engagement with youth and a focused interest in their lives (2007:22) especially their social situation. All the youth need is a government and society that cares according to these narratives.
5.6
 Conclusions
This chapter reviewed some diasporic frames of intervention to solve the Niger Delta conflict. Four key themes were analysed. (i) Attraction of international awareness to the violence through protest on authority sites to pressure and influence the Nigerian government, (ii) Creating global awareness on the conflict through international media, (iii) Use of aid, (iv) Sending diaspora representatives to discuss with home government on measures to adopt for its resolution considering its embarrassment to the diaspora and country’s image (v)  Diversifying the Niger Delta economy  to create employment for youth and re-establish the social contract (vi) Rebuilding youth trust through positive engagement and understanding of their situation.  In all these diaspora unity and harmony is essential though not guaranteed.
Chapter 6: Final Thoughts

This research paper argues that diasporic views are important to achieving a comprehensive analysis and understanding of the Niger Delta conflict. Characterised as new war by Kaldor (1999) and seen by Collier (2000), Collier and Hoeffler (2002) through economic rationality lens, the research argues that the conflicts are more complex than such analysis posits.

From respondent’s narratives, the causes of the violence are the marginalization, neglect and frustrations of youth, feelings of injustice, oppression and corruption by the state leading to neglect of the region, environmental abuse and structural violence which creates grievance amongst Ijaw youth and violence in the region and therefore goes beyond the theoretical postulations of Kaldor and Collier.

Diasporic advanced solutions to the violence include; 
· Attracting international awareness and pressure on home government to address the neglect of the region and the violence of youth, 
· Sending diaspora representatives to discuss  with home government on mediation strategies

· Expressing willingness to provide  diaspora professional competence and experience at no cost to the country

· Investing in and diversifying the regions economy to provide employment to the teeming youth

· Rebuilding youth trust for government and vice versa, understanding social situation of youth while positively engaging them. This would make them drop their arms.
Adichie’s (2009) single story analysis is echoed to argue that, using the possible negative incidence of a few diaspora and youth ‘to generalise is to flatten experience and overlook many others that are equally important’. Kaldor (1999), Collier and Hoeffler’s (2002) position on new wars and economic rationality, the involvement of diaspora and youth, are single stories of a Western perception. These stories may be true but definitely are incomplete, as they do not engage in all of the stories of wars, diaspora and of youth especially in African conflicts. Looking at the negative without looking at the positive is to make their story unbalanced (Achebe 2000:73). 

My analysis shows that the diaspora perspectives on Niger Delta conflict and the role of militant youth seem much closer to Paul Richards theories on youth, violence and natural resources and other Nigerian academics like Cyril Obi, Augustine Ikelegbe, and Victor Ojakorotu who understand the intricacies of the protracted violence and youth agitations than to Kaldor or Collier whose theories are biased. These views of Nigerian academics and diaspora, if implemented can help us understanding of the violence, promote peace and re-initiate collective commitment to development of the Niger Delta. However, theoretical attention has not been given to diaspora views up until now. This research paper makes a contribution by creating space to hear their voices.
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Appendices

Appendix 1: Summary of Diaspora Response 
Respondent 1
Male, Married, Age about 36, Occupation: Own Business, Member ANB, Duration in Europe 4years, Belgium

Respondent sees the Niger Delta (ND) conflict as an extension of the politics of the Nigerian state characterised by bad governance & leadership, but more severe with the ND, because they constitute the minority group dominated over by the majority. Sees the struggle as legitimate though been hijacked by community leaders and politicians who use the youths for their personal gains. He associates the conflict to lack of transparency on the part of the government and multinationals.

Sees youth as naturally hyperactive in every society but the ND case is extreme because of the context of the situation.

Sees the need for the diaspora to help with development initiatives in order to diversify employment from oil and gas.

 Respondent 2
Male, Married, Age about 38, Occupation: Academics, University Education, Duration in Europe 5years, The Hague

Respondent sees the ND conflict as an out play of the revolt against the marginalization of the less powerful by the more powerful within the Nigerian state the aim being to undo their long years of suppression and oppression. Respondent sees young men and women as playing a historical role of responsibility for their society, generation and future by fighting the unjust situation. 

Suggest the diaspora should embark on peaceful and non violent demonstrations in their host country to create awareness, that way their voices can be heard so that intervention measures can be implemented to address the situation in the ND. 

Feels the multinationals should standardise their operations while the international community through different development aid can compel the Nigerian government to operate a peoples focused governance system.

Respondent 3    
Female, Single, Student, Age about 31, Duration in Europe 4years, The Hague 

Feels the ND region is been exploited by the Nigerian state and the development there is not commensurate with the resources taken out, coupled with severe environmental degradation as a result of oil pollution which has also affected the livelihood of the people and contributed to the escalation of the conflict. Feels the government and community leaders have failed in their responsibility and are not sincere, necessitating therefore the youths taking up the challenge and adopting a violent approach since peaceful dialogue has not helped. 

Also feels the diaspora should collectively take a stand and pressure the Nigerian government and also their host government about their position on the prolonged conflict. Believes the host country government can influence the Multinationals with Headquarters in Europe to adopt best practices

Respondent 4 
Male, Single, Student, Age about 28years, Duration in Europe 2years, The Hague

Respondent sees the problem as top down and multidimensional, especially the marginalization of the region and people because they constitute the minority and don’t have a voice. The problem is associated with the lack of political will by government to address the problem which is associated with environmental degradation of the place and the threat to the sustainability of the region and the people. 

The bleak future of the youth account for their violence and since they cannot survive legitimately, illegitimate means of survival becomes the norm while the politicians and other people in the society exploit the opportunity and use the youths.  Diaspora supports their approach but only concerned with the criminality which has taken over the agitation. 

Feels the diaspora can use their vantage position to get international attention and coverage over the issue example through protest, workshops and meetings.
Respondent 5  
Female, Single, Student, about 33years, Duration in Europe 2years, not a member of any association, The Hague

Respondent feels the ND conflict is as a result of the long years of exploitation, environmental degradation, threat to livelihood and sustainability of the people and complete neglect. Her view of the involvement of youth is a total support for the actions of the youths as their future is threatened following government unwillingness to address their grievances. Feels the girls are more victims in the entire conflict as they are not in the picture at all, while emphasis are on the boys, though accepts the boys have a natural responsibility to fight for their future. 

Feels the diaspora can attract attention of the host government to the ND crisis through workshops, meetings and seminars on the conflict by invitation going to the host government to be in attendance. Also feels the multinationals should adopt best practices in their operations and be socially responsible. While the international community can grant audience to the diasporic Nigerians and also put pressure on the Nigerian government for objective governance.  
Respondent 6
Male, Widower, International Civil Servant, Duration in Europe 3years, Age about 42, The Hague

Respondent feels the ND conflict is hydra headed. He blames the government, the community elders, and the youths for their different roles in the conflict attributing long years of government neglect to the region as bane of the conflict which has now exploded and supports the agitation of the youths arguing that their future is threatened though feels lately government is making an effort to address it. 

Feels the diaspora express shock about the dimension the violence is taking and blames both the government and the youth for the recent escalation.

Respondent believes diaspora can use their advantaged position to influence the home government to be more responsive and to the international community to check the activities of the multinationals which operate in the Delta region.

Respondent 7 
 Female, Married, Student, Duration in Europe 1year, Age about 33years, The Hague

Attributes the cause of the conflict to the insensitivity of the government, carefree attitude in the operations of the multinationals, culpability of corrupt community leaders and youths. 

Respondent feels the youth don’t have a secured life if situation remains the same. Raises concern more for the girls who are not mentioned but suffer more during attacks on the communities by the military. Feels criminality has been introduced in the agitation with personal interest more than collective interest. Identifies the community leaders as ‘portfolio leaders’ since the youths now dictate to them.

Respondent feels diaspora are not united and supportive of each other especially as they may feel a difference in ethnic identity and to the conflict. Urges the host government to check the activities of the multinationals with headquarters in their country to be more responsive in the operations.

Respondent 8  
Male, Single, Academic, Duration in Europe 21/2, About 39years, The Hague

Not a member of any association in the diaspora. Respondent feels the conflict in the ND region has degenerated for the worse attributing it to injustice, lack of infrastructural amenities, environmental degradation, and endemic poverty all of which has affected the livelihood of the people and a cause for militancy. 

Respondent feels the youth have a natural responsibility to their generation and society which is threatened because of government’s insensitivity to their plight. Feels the girls are in the struggle just as the boys because all are affected. Attributes criminality as a natural consequence from a conflict of this nature. 

Respondent feels the diaspora should insist home government be fair and just to the people of the region and also that the diaspora should impress it upon the international bodies like the UN and the body of elders council to mediate a dialogue process between the Nigerian government, the oil multinationals and the militants for sustainable peace to be achieved. 
Respondent 9 
Male, married, Age about 37, Duration in Europe 8years, Occupation Own Business; The Hague
Respondent feels the problem is as a result of long years of deceit, exploitation of the people and the region and degradation of environment. The youths feel their future threatened so the revolt. Feels the youths must fight to survive but objects to the criminality and destruction to country’s assets.  

Respondent feels the diaspora needs to forge a stronger union for recognition by the host government, the home government, and the international community. 

Respondent 10 
Male, Married, Age about 39, Duration in Europe 10years, Occupation Own Business, The Hague

Attributes the long conflict to agitation for development of the region, insincerity of government and community leaders, desire to control own resource and pay royalty to government, and unemployment amongst for the youths. Sees the prolonged conflict as part of the oppression and exploitation of the majority ethnic group over the minority. 

Respondent feels the youths both boys and girls are fighting for their future because they feel like ‘slaves’ in their own country. 

Proposes the diaspora can meet and propose measures that can help solve the crisis but doubts if the Nigerian government will want to comply and also the diaspora should with government cooperation provide their expertise in their different fields to assist the region and government. Respondent urges the multinationals to adopt best practices and the international community to put pressure on Nigerian government to do what is right.

Respondent 11  
Male, Married, Age about 44 years, Duration in Europe 3years, Occupation: Oil and Gas, The Hague

Respondent blames insensitive government for the prolonged ND conflict stating that government was being irrational for failing to take care of her source of revenue. Blames also the multinationals for failure to be transparent in their dealing with the government and the community where they operate from. 

Respondent believes youths feel threatened without a future and so their resort to arms which has emboldened them. Feels the attack on oil and gas facilities by the youths is not justified as the environment in the region is further destroyed. 

Respondent feels the diaspora have a dual feeling about the conflict with some supporting and some not supporting. 

Believes if the diaspora address the issue with a united voice, government both at home and the host country will be under pressure to listen and act. Also feels diaspora can volunteer their expertise to help develop the region. Respondent believes the host country can check the operations of the multinationals in the developing countries. The International community the respondent notes should threaten the Nigerian state with sanctions over the region as instability in the region has a continental and global effect. 

Respondent 12
Male, Single, Age about 38years, Researcher, Duration in Europe 5years, The Hague

Respondent feels the ND problem is diverse with many factors responsible including foreign interest but blames the Nigerian government for their lack of care for the people and the region. Respondent feels the youths are frustrated with the system and have decided on arms to get government attention. Respondent feels amongst the diaspora those who know the real issue of the conflict support the youths and their approach and failure of government to address the issue is bringing about criminality which has become a concern. 

Respondent feels the diaspora can do nothing about the conflict from the diaspora because the government is insensitive but feels if the foreign government monitor the multinationals to adopt best practices and be transparent in their operations it can positively affect the crisis. 

Respondent 13  
Male, Married, Age about 37years, Occupation: Oil and Gas, Duration in Europe 2years, The Hague

Respondent feels the people and the region have been exploited for long but believes there are better ways of address their grievances rather than through arms. Attributes government insincerity, lack of transparency and accountability, corruption, and prolonged environmental degradation of the region as cause of the conflict but attributes lack of employment opportunities for the youths in the region to their lack of requisite education and skills.

Feels the diaspora especially those born in Europe have very mixed feelings about the conflict especially the militia activities and the youth activities which is causing a set back to the economy and other opportunities which the region and country would have benefited from. Respondent feels the youths in the region have easy access to wealth through bunkering and threats to oil multinationals and so do not want such easy wealth to stop. 

For the respondent the diaspora can do nothing about the situation of things because they are outside of the country and so cannot influence the government who are also part of the cause of the problem because of the benefits they get and are also responsible for arming the youths.

Respondent also feels the host government, the multinationals and international community are all external and cannot do much to help otherwise they be considered to be interfering in the internal affairs of a sovereign state.

Respondent 14  
Male, Single, Researcher, Age about 38years, Duration in Europe 7years, The Hague

Respondent feels the ND conflict is as a result of the greed to share oil revenue, with emphasis been on the distribution rather than reinvesting the oil wealth to generate more revenue and blames the government, the community leaders and some of the youths themselves for the problem. 

Respondent views the youth both as victims of social injustice and perpetrators of crimes. 

As victims they are marginalised regardless of the huge resource abundant in their domain and perpetrators of crime for their involvement in arms, bunkering activities and other forms of criminality associated with the conflict. 

Respondent feels there is no clear distinction between militancy and freedom fighters as the youths claim and also feels the politicians in government are all fuelling the crisis.

Respondent categorises diaspora feeling into three. Those who are actively engaged in sensitizing the world about the activities in the region like the activist, those who have lost feeling completely for the region and the country, and those who feel the government should use the military to flush the militant youths out. Respondent also associates ethnic sentiment to diaspora opinion. 

Respondent feels a united approach by diaspora will receive more attention from the host and home government and also believes the international community can pressure the Nigerian government to address the complaints though feels the international community will consider their stake in the oil and gas before intervention.
Respondent 15
Male, Married, Age about 49, Occupation: International Civil Servant, Duration in Europe 8years, The Hague 

Respondent feels the ND conflict is as a result of long years of neglect to the region, insincerity of government, environmental degradation and pollution and lack of employment opportunities for the youths. Though respondent views the agitation as legitimate, the approaches adopted by the youths are considered wrong with criminal elements taking over the struggle. Respondent blames some of the diaspora as agents who fuel the conflict through different criminal activities.

Respondent feels the youths in the struggle are being used as majority of them lack education and so cannot get suitable employment. He also feels the youths especially the boys have been exposed to easy wealth and so the conflict would be difficult to solve because of the criminal activities they engage in to survive. Feels the girls suffer more and unlike the boys do not receive as much attention from government. 

Diaspora view of the conflict is that of concern for the region and the country especially the bad image it produces. Feels a collective approach by the diaspora will receive more attention from the host and home country and international community but urges the Nigerian government to show more sincerity and transparency to solving the conflict.

Respondent 16

Female, Single, Age Early 30’s: Duration in Europe 3years, Occupation: Not disclosed (Informal interview)

Respondent views the conflict as generated from government lack of interest for the people of the ND region which is compounded with environmental degradation, pollution and agitation by youths who have been ignored and feel their future seriously threatened. 

Respondent views the actions of the youths as the only way to get government attention to their plight though disapproves of the criminality which has been introduced into the struggle. 

Respondent feels the diaspora is not united and so may not achieve much but believes the international community may intervene to prevent a threat to global oil supply.

Respondent 17  
Male, Married, Age 48, Duration in Europe 18years, Occupation: Politician, Belgium

Respondent views the conflict as multidimensional tracing the faults from colonial history, the government, the community leaders and also the youth leaders some of whom are believed to have used opportunities which would have benefitted the community in general. Feels also some diaspora members or groups especially from the ND region fund the agitation of the youths because in the conflict, they benefit from it through oil theft and also use their contacts in Europe to negotiate for buyers of the stolen oil.

Respondent feels contacts and negotiation for the stolen oil are done with diaspora involvement some of who provide collateral to secure the deals and makes it easy for the ships to sail without doubts. 

Views the involvement of youths as a fallout of government lack of concern for the region and the threat to their future.

Respondent feels the diaspora must be honest as some of them have their hands in the deals but most especially a collective voice from amongst the diaspora will receive host and home government attention to the raging conflict.     

Respondent 18
Male, Single, late 20’s, Duration in Europe 12years, Occupation: Information Technologist (IT), Belgium

Views the conflict as government deliberate neglect of the region and the people and insecurity to the future of the youths thereby bringing about the violence.

Frowns at the use of the military force to address a civil conflict which requires government sincerity to the people and the region and giving the region what is due to them especially protecting their environment and providing them with education and employment. Feels the youths have taken up to arms because of no other option and also frown at the criminal dimension introduced to the struggle.

Respondent feels if the diaspora can be united they can help make a change, but wants the multinationals to operate in an open way with respect to the people and the region.   

Respondent 19

Female, Married, Duration in Europe 8years (Informal interview), The Hague 

Respondent feels the government has not been sincere to the people of the region, preferring rather to exploit their resources without giving them anything in return. 

Respondent feels the youths are justified to fight because their futures are at stake. Respondent feels the criminality that has been introduced in the conflict is because government has refused to address the conflict the way it should be. Respondent warns of the conflict escalating and the country loosing if the country fails to do what they should do so that the youths will be convinced. Respondent feels government and the various panels fail to recognise women who would have made a good impact positively to the conflict. 

Respondent feels the diaspora are divided concerning the activities of the youths noting that some support the youths while some feel the youths are criminals. She feels diaspora cannot do much because of their different positions but notes that if diaspora are united they can help make the Nigerian government listen and address the situation.
Appendix 2

Table 1.1: Category & Number of Respondents 

	Profession
	Number of Respondents

	Multinationals/ International Civil Servants
	4

	Students 
	4

	Researchers/Academics
	4

	Own Business/ Informal
	5

	Politician
	1

	I.T Specialist
	1


Source: Authors Construction, 2009
Appendix 3

Table 1.2 Total population of Nigerians in the Netherlands
	Year
	Males
	Females
	Total

	2006
	4437
	3600
	8037

	2007
	4584
	3809
	8393

	2008
	4761
	4027
	8788

	2009
	5147
	4308
	9455


Table 1.3 Total Nigerian Youth in the Netherlands Age 10 -40
	Year
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Youth       (M/F)
	1610
	1638
	1654
	1721


Source: Central Bureau of Statistics Netherlands 9/10/2009
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� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nai.uu.se/events/conferences/nigerdelta/index.xml/Accessed 14 Oct.2009" ��http://www.nai.uu.se/events/conferences/nigerdelta/index.xml/Accessed 14 Oct.2009�


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.inwent.org/ez/articles/156260/index.en.shtml/Accessed 8" ��http://www.inwent.org/ez/articles/156260/index.en.shtml/Accessed 8� October 2009





� Some of the militant groups like MEND have female members. The spokesperson for the Joint Revolutionary Council is said to be woman by name Cynthia White.








� A few include � HYPERLINK "http://www.thediasporanews.com" ��http://www.thediasporanews.com�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.blackdiasporanews.com/" ��http://www.blackdiasporanews.com�; � HYPERLINK "mailto:ijawnation@yahoogroups.com" ��ijawnation@yahoogroups.com�;





�� HYPERLINK "http://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/outlook-for-remittance-flows/Accessed 10 October2009" ��http://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/outlook-for-remittance-flows/Accessed 10 October2009�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.unitar.org/ny/international-law-and-policy/migration-and-development-series/diaspora-peacebuilding/ Accessed 20 October 2009" ��http://www.unitar.org/ny/international-law-and-policy/migration-and-development-series/diaspora-peacebuilding/ Accessed 20 October 2009�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.gasandoil.com/goc/company/cna84649.htm/Accessed 14 October 2009" ��http://www.gasandoil.com/goc/company/cna84649.htm/Accessed 14 October 2009�


� Major Multinational oil companies in Nigeria include; Addax Petroleum, Addax Petroleum Exploration, Agip Energy and Natural Resources, Chevron Nigeria, Conoco Energy Nigeria, Conoco Petroleum Nigeria, Esso Exploration and Production, Exxon Mobil Producing Unlimited and Nigerian Agip Limited. 


� Companies such as WAMCO (Food and Livestock), Heineken (Beverages), KLM Air Carriers, Vlisco (Textile), Royal Asconin (Construction and Infrastructure), Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) Oil and Gas.





� One interview source revealed that flexibility within the Belgian system allows an influx of immigrants who are able to use other nationalities to declare their stay.





� Informal discussion with a staff of Central Bureau of Statistics on Nigerian migrants in the Netherlands 4th September 2009.





� Data on the population of Nigerians could not be accessed on the Belgium government statistical webpage � HYPERLINK "http://statbel.fgov.be/en/statistiques/chiffres/index.jsp/Accessed" ��http://statbel.fgov.be/en/statistiques/chiffres/index.jsp/Accessed� 9 September 2009.  Eurostat was suggested by the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) Netherlands as alternative source for information.


� The attacks of the OPC were directed at wresting control of major economic locations and businesses from Hausa–Fulani who were seen as having converted their control of federal government into economic domination of Yoruba lands. 


� Based on numerical strength and political influence, the major ethnic groups are the Hausa-Fulani, the Yoruba and the Igbo. All the rest constitute different degrees of minority status. 





�� HYPERLINK "http://www.newssafety.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13621%3Aniger-delta-18-soldiers-feared-dead-eight-others-injured&catid=37%3Anigeria-security&Itemid=100237/Accessed 14 Oct 2009" ��http://www.newssafety.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13621%3Aniger-delta-18-soldiers-feared-dead-eight-others-injured&catid=37%3Anigeria-security&Itemid=100237/Accessed 14 Oct 2009� 


�  “Our people are hungry and dying, our infrastructure is in a deplorable state, our communities have no water and light, oil spills and gas flaring is the order of the day. Our youths are unemployed and this is the same region that produces over 90 per cent of our national income”. . ‘General’ Boyloaf: A MEND Commander - � HYPERLINK "http://allafrica.com/stories/200908080002.html/ Accessed 19 October .2009" ��http://allafrica.com/stories/200908080002.html/ Accessed 19 October .2009�





17 “the neglect, poverty and degradation in the Niger Delta necessitated our use of arms to fight the injustice and marginalization suffered by our people” Ateke Tom –Militant leader. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.leadershipnigeria.com/index.php/news/headlines/6807-poverty-and-neglect-forced-us-to-carry-arms--ateke-tom/ Accessed 14 October 2009" ��http://www.leadershipnigeria.com/index.php/news/headlines/6807-poverty-and-neglect-forced-us-to-carry-arms--ateke-tom/ Accessed 14 October 2009�


� MEND has female members


� Children as low as 8 years old have acted as soldiers in violent conflict. � HYPERLINK "http://www.hrw.org/reports/2005/westafrica0405/3.htm/ Accessed 14 October 2009" ��http://www.hrw.org/reports/2005/westafrica0405/3.htm/ Accessed 14 October 2009�





� See  � HYPERLINK "http://www.africaaction.org/docs99/odi9912.htm/Accessed 20th Oct. 2009" ��http://www.africaaction.org/docs99/odi9912.htm/Accessed 20th Oct. 2009�


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20090813171043239/Accessed14th.Oct.2009" ��http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20090813171043239/Accessed14th.Oct.2009�








� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.vanguardngr.com/2009/07/14/mend-okays-okahs-release-regrets-civilian-death-in-lagos-attack/comment-page-2/accessed18th Oct. 2009" ��http://www.vanguardngr.com/2009/07/14/mend-okays-okahs-release-regrets-civilian-death-in-lagos-attack/comment-page-2/accessed18th Oct. 2009�


� The Land Use Act is a Law which gave all Lands to the Federal Government of Nigeria


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nigerdeltacongress.com/uarticles/understanding_the_derivation_pri.htm/accessed 27th Oct.2009" ��http://www.nigerdeltacongress.com/uarticles/understanding_the_derivation_pri.htm/accessed 27th Oct.2009�


�There is a notion that representatives of the Niger Delta who ought to speak for and defend her interest, compromise by benefiting themselves at the cost of the region.
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