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Figure 1 

Landmine problem and children 
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Figure 2 
Victims of landmines in Colombia 
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Table 1  
 Victims of landmines in Colombia 

�

!� ���"�(�
�B��������
�1�2334�C�6��
������
�����

�

Year Army members Civilians Total attacks Adults Children 
1990 19 3 22 2 1 
1991 54 11 65 4 7 
1992 106 42 148 26 16 
1993 46 36 82 22 14 

1994 60 22 82 12 10 
1995 97 33 130 20 13 
1996 75 41 116 30 11 

1997 30 60 90 40 20 
1998 18 37 55 25 12 
1999 26 28 54 15 13 
2000 64 68 132 52 16 
2001 140 147 287 103 44 

2002 318 312 630 206 106 
2003 469 265 734 205 60 
2004 606 276 882 214 62 
2005 762 362 1124 260 102 
2006 795 372 1167 293 79 
2007 696 188 884 137 51 
2008 37 3 40 2 1 
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Figure 3 
 Problem Tree 
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Figure 4 
 Theoretical framework  
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Figure 6 
Duty bearers’ interaction�
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Educational assistance. Social Action (term one 
year / renewed every year���

The person has an accident with Landmines or ERW 

Family � �� �� � � 	  with funeral expenses and 
death indemnification. FOSYGA (term six 
months)  

Family proceeds with humanitarian help by 
death
�� � ��
 ��� ���� ����� �� �� �� ��� 
 ����

Hospital or person proceeds with transport 
subsidy.  FOSYGA (term six months���

Humanitarian help by slight wounds  
Social Action (term one year) 

� � � �� � �	 � ���� �� ��	 �

Housing subsidy  

�Training for working in education centers  

���� � � � �
 �� �� ��� ���� ����

���� � � �� � ����� � � 
 � ����
 ��� ��

������ � � ��
 ���� � �	 ��
 ��
 �� �� 	 ��� � �� � ��
 ��
 ��� ���� ��

�� �! � ����� � � �� ��� ���� ��

 �� � ��
 ���� ���� � �
 ��� ���������

Emergency attention, in centers of health and in a 
hospital of level I  

� � �� ��
 ��
 �� �� � 	 � ��
 � �� �
 ��� ���� ������ �� � 	 � ��
 ��� "�
�� # � �������������� �
 �� ����
 �	 � � ��
 ��$ � � ��� ��� ��� "��� � �
� �� ��� # � ���

I 

II 

Basic physical and psychological rehabilitation in 
hospitals and centers of rehabilitation  

III 

Does (he/she) survive? 

Evacuation through aerial, fluvial, and terrestrial 
ambulance or through a particular transport mean 

Ministry of Social Protection 

Humanitarian aid by permanent disability. 
Social Action (term one year)  

Permanent disability indemnification. FOSYGA 
(term six months)  

IV Physical and psychological continued attention in 
hospitals and centers of rehabilitation 

V 
Social, educational and labor education  

Ministry of Social Protection, ICBF, Social Action,SENA  

Does he (she) acquire 
disability%�

Credit from an official financial institution  

Rescue 

First Aids 
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CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ARE BEING AFFECTED BECAUSE OF THE USE OF ANTI-PERSONNEL  
LANDMINES AND THE EXISTENCE OF ERW IN THE RURAL AREAS OF COLOMBIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children are  direct victims  
of landmines  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
1.  They are vulnerable  

 to landmines attacks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. They  left unprotected  
after the attack 
 
 
 

 
1. There is an armed conflict where civil population is involved 
2.  Civil areas are weapons contaminated 
3. Non state armed groups continue sowing landmines 

 
4. The demining process is slow 

 
 

 
 
5. Children do not know the risk or  

They do not know how to prevent accidents 
 

 
6. Children know the risk but have to continue on minefields  

 
 
 
 

1. Delay rescuing and lack of immediate aid 
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Children are  
indirect victims 
 of landmines 

 
 
 
 
 

2.  They  left unprotected  
after the attack 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Attacks against 
householders or 
relatives increase 
children’s poverty and 
decrease their 
conditions of life. 

 
 

 
 

2. Attacks against other 
members of the 
community and 
weapons contaminated 
land increase poverty 

 
2. Rights are claimed but rejected 

 
 
3. Children do not claim their rights 

 
 
 

4. Disabled children are discriminated 
    
 
 

1. They have to leave schooling 
 

 
 
2. Child  labor, recruiting in non state armed  groups, immersing in illegal activities 

 
 
 

3. Displacements and refugees 
 
 
 
 

4. Remain confined 
 

 
5. Children become more vulnerable if  their care givers  are attacked 
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Condition Causes of the violation Violated rights 
Children are attacked by landmines 
 
The armed conflict is involving civil population including 
children 
 
Civil areas are weapons contaminated 
 
Children do not know the risk that landmines represent or they 
do not know how to prevent it 
 
Children know the risk but the situation push them to continue 
on mine-fields 

Article 6:                                                          
  1. Right to life                                                        
 2.  Survival and development of the child 
  
  Article 38:                                                        
  1. Respect for rules of international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts 

and relevant to the child                                                      
   4.  Protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, protection and care of children 

who are affected by an armed conflict 
 
  Article 27:  
1. Right to a standard of living adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, 

moral and social development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Direct Victim 
 
 
 

Children left unprotected and lost  their rights 
 
Children are not receiving the needed aid on time 
 
Children are not claiming their rights 
 
Rights are rejected  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Article 6. 
 
Article 26: 
1. Right to benefits from social security, including social insurance  
 
Article 39:  
Physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of a child victim of (...) 

armed conflicts. Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in an environment which 
fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child 

 
Article 24: 
1. Right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities 

for the illness treatment and rehabilitation 
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Children are treated as adults 
 

Article 23:  
2. Right of the disabled child to special care  
3. Recognizing the special needs of a disabled child 
 

         Article 20:   
1. A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment, or in 

whose own best interests can not  be allowed to remain in that environment, shall be 
entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the State 

Disabled children are discriminated 
 

Article 23: 
1. Mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, in 

conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child's active 
participation in the community 

 
 Article 2:   
The rights of the convention are for each child without discrimination of any kind, 

irrespective of the child's or his or her parents´ or legal guardian's race, color, sex, 
language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, 
disability, birth or other status   

 
 Article 31: 
2. Right of the child to participate fully in a cultural and an artistic life. 
 
Article 3:  
3. (...) Education, training, health care services, rehabilitation services, preparation 

for employment and recreation opportunities in a manner conducive to the disabled child's 
achieving the fullest possible social integration and individual development, including his or 
her cultural and spiritual development 

Children are  being separated  for their parents 
 

Article 3: 
 1. Best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration in all decisions related 

with them 
          2. Ensure the child protection taking into account the rights and duties of his or her 
parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him or her (...)  
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Article  9:   
1. Not be separated from his or her parents against their will 

Article  28: 
 1. Right to education 

Article 24.   
1. Right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health (...)  (c) To 

combat disease and malnutrition, (...) provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean 
drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental pollution(..) 

 
 
 
 
 
Indirect Victim  

Children have to be confined and  they have to  abandon 
school and other rights 
 
Increase of poverty and decrease of life conditions. 
 
Displacement to insane environments and new circles of 
violence 
 
Children assume economical responsibilities so: school 
abandonment, child  labor, recruitment in non state armed 
groups and immersion in illegal activities 

  Article 32.  1. To be protected from economic exploitation and from performing any 
work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education, or to be harmful 
to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development 

   
Article 38.  2.  Persons who have not reached  the age of fifteen years do not take a 

direct part in hostilities 
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Actors /duty bearers Responsibilities and roles Gaps/obstacles 

Children Good use of  the spaces and opportunities given by the other actors to 
participate 

1. Children are perceived as victims and incapable human beings, not as 
active actors 

2.   Children do not have real spaces to participate and to express 
themselves 

Immediate caregiver 
e.g. parents 

1. To prevent children of landmines risk 
2. To provide children with their needs 
3. To represent children in claiming their rights 
4. To protect children directly in case of an accident 

1.  Ignorance 
2.  Poverty 
3.  Armed conflict 

Non state armed 
groups 

To leave children and civil society out of the armed conflict and stop using 
anti- personnel landmines especially in areas with civil population’s presence. 

Lack of will  

Community  1. To prevent children of landmines risk 
2. To protect children of landmines attacks 
3. To assist care givers in their responsibilities; To create opportunities to 

children for developing their capacities 
4. To listen to children 
5. To eliminate any kind of discrimination against children 
6. To create spaces to children’s leisure and recreation 
7. To allow disabled children fully reintegration in the community 

1. Ignorance 
2. Lack of community work 
3. Discriminatory practices 
4. Poverty 
5. Perception of  a child as a victim 
6. Division because of the armed conflict 

Private Sector To allow disabled children and armed conflict victims find employment 
opportunities  

Discriminatory practices because the only interest is the profit and  the 
production 

Civil Society 1. To support children and their care givers to claim rights 
2. To support the state 
3. To promote accountability to the State’s duties 

1. Lack of a real partnership environment 
2. Armed conflict  

Local Government e.g. 
teachers, health 
workers 

1. To prevent children of landmines attacks 
2. To teach children and their care givers what to do in case of  an accident 
3. To protect children that have suffered a landmine attack 
4. To teach children and their care givers how to claim their rights 
5. To provide the immediate  required attention 
6. To represent children in claiming their rights if necessary 

1. Lack of capacity, skills, resources 
2. Discriminatory practices 
3. Legal obstacles  
4. Armed conflict 
5. Corruption 
6. Bureaucracy 

National Government 1. To protect all children directly from landmines 
2. To protect disabled children and victims of the armed conflict 
3. To remove all the obstacles that avoid children to fulfill their rights 
4. To provide the  necessary attention and services  to achieve the highest 

standard of  physical and psychological health and social reintegration 

1. Armed conflict  
2. Other priorities 
3. General address of the problem 
4. Lack of capacity 
5. Children perceive as victims 
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5. To ensure children’s rights and basic needs 
6. To keep children out of  the armed conflict 
7. To eliminate any kind of discrimination against children 
8. To empower children and care givers to claim their rights 

6. Street level,  implementation of the program 
7. Lack of consensus 

International 
Community 

1. To assist the State in its responsibilities to the children. 
2. To promote accountability to the State 

1. Lack of real partnership environment 
2. Armed conflict  
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Problems Solution Strategy Does the policy cover it? 

Solution  of the armed conflict 

Stop controlling  civil population 

Stop sowing mines 

 Security national project   
 
 
 

 
Land is weapons contaminated 

 
 

Demining process 

Funding, International Cooperation 
Training and new technologies 
Geographical identification of minefields 

The component of humanitarian demining  
The component of information 

 
Education and Schooling: Prevention 
Campaigns 

Risk of landmines 
How to prevent accidents 
Signalization of field mines 

 
The component of education for the risk  

 
 
 

Children do not know the risk or they do 
not know how to prevent accidents 

 
 

 
Community Work 

Create safe spaces to leisure 
Identify safe roads or paths   
Auto-vigilance 

Lack of involvement  of the community as duty bearers 
and key actors in the process 

Education and schooling First aid and response The component of education for the risk 

 
 

Community work 
 

Auto.-vigilance 
Communal communication system 
Support in taking care of the victims 
First aid and immediate response 
Communal transport  emergencies 

Lack of involvement  of the community as duty bearers 
and key actors in the process 

Building capacity 
Funding 

National projects of the social protection ministry 

 
Children do not receive  immediate 
attention 
 
 

 
 
 Removing legal obstacles to health system Lack of correspondence between the interest of the state 
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Improving  health system  
 

access 
Improving  data collection 
Following  reported attacks 

in protecting children and the existence of legal obstacles 
to claim their rights 
 

Rights of the victims The component of victim’s attention   
Education and schooling 
         

How to claim rights Lack of integration between the education system and the 
problem 

 
Community work 

 

Auto-vigilance 
Help community members to claim their 
rights 

Lack of involvement  of the community as duty bearers 
and key actors in the process 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children do not claim their rights 
 
 

Removing  legal obstacles No terms 
Easy access to the justice  
Near authorities to attorney victim’s rights 

Lack of correspondence between the interest of the state 
in protecting children and the existence of legal obstacles 
to claim their rights 

Children treated  as adults Explicit acknowledgment of the most 
vulnerable groups and their prevalent 
attention 
Recognizing and providing special 
needs 

Going with other person to receive  a 
treatment 
Required prostheses for one  year 

Lack of correspondence between the prevalent interest of 
the state on children and  the normal treatment given that 
does not ensure their rights 
 

 
 
 
 

Education and schooling 
 

Alternative schooling ways 
Teachers able to handle disabled students 
Common spaces for disabled and non 
disabled children 
Practical training that represents  other 
income options 
Removing  discrimination practices  

Lack of integration between the education system and the 
problem 

 
 

Community work 
 

Support for taking care of the victims 
Available materials for prostheses and 
moving devices  
Help in the reintegration of victims 
Communal income options 

Lack of involvement of the community as duty bearers 
and key actors in the process 

 
 
 

Disabled children are discriminated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Agreements for schooling and job 
opportunities for disabled people 

It  exists an agreement with the national learning institute 
and private sector to provide opportunities 
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No disabilities discrimination General disabilities law  
 
 
 

 
Legal initiatives 

 
Adequate training and spaces for attending 
disabled people in all the school centers of 
the country and public spaces 

Lack of correspondence between the interest of the state 
in protecting children and the existence of legal obstacles 
to claim their rights 

 
Education and schooling 

Free schooling 
Another ways of schooling 
Cash program for schooling 

Lack of integration between the education system and the 
problem 

Community watch work Communal income options Lack of involvement  of the community as duty bearers 
and key actors in the process 

Indemnifying victims and their 
relatives 

Housing help for displaced 

 The component of victims’ attention 

 
 

Conditions of Children’ s lives have 
decreased   

 

Demining process  The component of humanitarian demining  

�

�
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