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Abstract 
This research presents how MSNBC and Fox News represent billionaire philanthropy, 

revealing considerable political biases that lead to polarisation in the USA. MSNBC often 

portrays Democratic billionaires favourably, emphasising their support for progressive causes 

while criticising Republican philanthropists for potential misuse of money and continuance of 

social inequality. Fox News, on the other hand, praises Republican billionaires while presenting 

Democratic philanthropists such as George Soros as destructive to American principles. These 

opposed media outlets exacerbate ideological differences, impacting public perception, critical 

thinking, and policy choices. The research emphasises the media's important role in framing 

socio-political problems, shaping public opinion, and contributing to political polarisation by 

presenting opposing political opinions in a biased manner. The media's focus on the political 

effects of charitable activities demonstrates its power over public discourse and 

policy objectives. Overall, the study emphasises the importance of more fair reporting in 

developing an understanding of billionaire philanthropy and its socio-political consequences. 

 

Key words: Billionaire philanthropy, Critical discourse analysis, Fox News, MSNBC, 

Political polarisation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

Table of Content 

1. Introduction and problem statement 4 

2. Theoretical Framework 6 
2.1 History of Fox News and MSNBC 6 
2.2 Framing theory 7 
2.3 Agenda setting and media bias 7 
2.4 Critical discourse analysis 8 
2.5 Philanthrocapitalism 8 

3. Methodology 10 
3.1 Research Design 10 
3.2 Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework 10 
3.3 Sample and data collection 11 
3.4 Data analysis 11 

4. Results 13 
4.1 MSNBC 13 
4.2 Fox News 18 

5. Discussion 24 

References 26 

Appendices 39 
Appendix 1. Ethics and Privacy Checklist 39 
Appendix 2. Data MSNBC 2023/2022 43 
Appendix 3. Data Fox News 2023/2022 46 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

1. Introduction and problem statement 
 

In March 2024, the USA (United States of America) has been ranked the most charitable 

country in the world by CEO World (Williams, 2024). In 2023, the most prominent American 

philanthropists donated approximately $11.9 billion dollars according to the Chronicle of 

Philanthropy (Di Mento, 2024). America's billionaires, who had the biggest share in these 

donations, yield enormous political power (Krugman, 2020). Campaign donations, which have 

historically been controlled by the rich, are one of the many reasons. Primarily because 

politicians who advocate for higher taxes on the rich cannot expect to get funding for their 

campaigns. Moreover, billionaires have access to politicians that average Americans do not, 

and they have a disproportionate influence on shaping perspectives of policymakers (Krugman, 

2020). Billionaires capitalise on philanthropy as a taxpayer-subsidised extension of their own 

power and influence (Collins et al., 2023).  

Yet, for a great deal of the American citizens these relations between billionaires and 

politics is not clear and their sole exposure to the operations of philanthropy by billionaires is 

through the media (Reich, 2021).  

The media has the power to frame socio-political problems in certain ways, which can 

have significant influence on the public's views and opinions (Dardis et al., 2008). According 

to Thorup (2013), the media plays an important role in shaping public discourse around 

billionaire philanthropy. The media has the potential to be extremely influential by posing 

analyses on the efficiency, openness, and responsibility of philanthropy by billionaires. 

Through covering successes as well as its challenges, the media may provide the public with a 

more nuanced understanding of philanthropy and encourage critical thinking about its effects 

(Bekkers & Wiepking, 2010). However, problems may arise when news outlets that are 

politically extremely left or right-wing oriented, share news that differently influence the public 

perception of their consumers.  

After publicly adopting conservative and liberal viewpoints, Fox News and MSNBC 

became the two leading cable news outlets in the USA (Lam, 2021). Cable news outlets in the 

USA are increasingly shaping the thoughts and opinions of their consumers. This is merely 

based on the political preference of their audience. Consumers state that they choose their main 

news outlet based on similar views and opinions that news outlets share and propagate (PBS 

NewsHour, 2017). When cable news viewers were closely examined, it was discovered that the 

public's tendency to remain in their ideological echo chambers contributed to the popularity of 

Fox News and MSNBC (Lam, 2021). This thesis focuses on two of USA’s most prominent 

cable news networks, Fox News and MSNBC, which represent seemingly opposing sides of 

the political spectrum (Lanning et al., 2021).  93% of the people who mention Fox News as 

their main political news source, identify as Republicans. Whereas 95% of the people who 

mention MSNBC as their main political news source identify as Democrats (Grieco, 2020). By 

comparing the two cable news outlets, a conclusion can be drawn about, if and how the two 

outlets differently portray billionaire philanthropists. Eventually, a conclusion can be drawn on 

how the news outlets theoretically might differently influence the public perception of their 

consumers on the topic of billionaire philanthropy.  

Currently, researchers have compared Fox News and MSNBC in their portrayal on 

abortion, immigrants, global warming and mass shootings. Others have investigated the 

controversial phenomenon around celebrity philanthropy (Jeffreys & Allatson, 2015).  

However, existing research shows no coverage on the difference in how billionaire philanthropy 

is being portrayed in liberal media outlets versus conservative media in the USA.

 Therefore, within this research, I investigate “How does Fox News versus MSNBC 

portray the role of philanthropy of billionaires?”. To answer this question, this research will 

start with a theoretical framework that focuses on the history of the cable news outlets, framing 
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theory, agenda setting, media bias, critical discourse analysis and the notion 

philanthrocapitalism. Subsequently, in the chapter methodology, it will be explained how a 

critical discourse analysis will be conducted with the use of Fairclough’s three-dimensional 

framework. Via the websites of both cable news outlets, different news articles will be 

examined to compare how billionaire philanthropy is reported. Thereafter, results follow to 

present the research findings.  Lastly, a discussion part will cover the interpretation of the 

findings, the conclusion of the research, its limitations, and future research recommendations.   
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2. Theoretical Framework 
 

Framing theory, agenda-setting, media bias, and critical discourse analysis provide a 

comprehensive theoretical approach to investigating the representation of billionaire 

philanthropy in conservative and liberal cable news outlets. These theories are interrelated and 

complement one another in researching media discourse (Rozell & Mayer, 2008). This allows 

for a more complete understanding of the complexity involved in shaping public perceptions of 

billionaire philanthropy. The connection resides in the same emphasis on understanding the 

creation, distribution, and impact of media discourse (Rozell & Mayer, 2008). However, this 

chapter will start with a brief overview of the history of both Fox News and MSNBC, and the 

implications for their current daily operations. Lastly, the chapter will end with an explanation 

of the notion philanthrocapitalism.  

 

2.1 History of Fox News and MSNBC 
Fox News was founded in 1996 by Rupert Murdoch, CEO of News Corp, as a 24-hour cable 

news channel. MSNBC was launched in 1996 by Microsoft and General Electric, and is now 

owned by Comcast and part of NBCUniversal (McDonald & Morgaine, 2016). Although the 

two networks are generally referred to as "news" channels, their prime-time programming is 

not news-related. These are opinion programmes. Hosts and producers create a story to elicit a 

certain emotional reaction from individuals who watch their programmes (Berry et al., 2020). 

The demographics of the audience of Fox and MSNBC are certainly revealing, but what 

strikes out most is that Fox's audience is almost entirely white; 94% is white and only 1% black. 

Hispanic viewers account for 3% of the viewership, while Asian viewers make for 2%. In 

comparison, MSNBC's audience is 67% white, 24% Black, and 9% count as others (Berry et 

al., 2020).  

Roger Ailes and Rupert Murdoch revealed their ambitions to start a cable news channel 

that would address the fast rising "appetite for news, particularly news that explains to people 

how it affects them" (Hoewe et al., 2020). Murdoch and Ailes saw an economic and political 

opportunity to connect with people that are discontent and disengaged with cultural liberalism 

that was gaining influence in media, entertainment, and politics (ibid.). Fox News, which bases 

its brand on criticising and debunking the liberal establishment in the vein of conservative 

media, has developed a closer bond with conservative viewers, which has made it easier for 

false information to spread. Fox News heavily favours one-sided viewpoints of political 

opponents in their opinion pieces in an effort to denigrate and degrade the opposition while 

advancing their own conservative, ideological stances (Hoewe et al., 2020).  

As for MSNBC, it was not until its ratings fell behind Fox News and CNN in 2003 that 

it embedded its position as a liberal-leaning network in the cable news landscape. MSNBC 

is often viewed as the polar opposite of Fox News due to its leftist branding. In 2008, the 

hostility between the two networks' hosts, highlighted this sentiment. As the ideological divide 

between Republicans and Democrats increased, these news outlets invested in partisan 

programming to attract viewers (Lam, 2021).  

With regards to the different political ideologies, liberalism became more prominently 

associated with the Civil Rights Movement, the Equal Rights Amendment, and anti-war 

protests in Vietnam beginning in the 1960s; societal problems such as abortion, gay rights, 

affirmative action, immigration, and gun control exacerbated political divisions. 

Conservatives identify with national political principles such as minimal government 

intervention, constitutional principles, and self-reliance. The way liberal and conservative 

individuals constructed their ideological identities differed in both structure and meaning. 

Liberals focus on oneself, both in terms of ideals and qualities that form the liberal identity, as 

well as worries about individual liberties (defined as personal expression). They portrayed 
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themselves as a diverse group united by personal ideals and a desire to improve the world. 

Conservative participants portrayed themselves as national defenders against the risk of 

socialism and the moral deterioration that it causes (Hanson et al., 2019).  

 

2.2 Framing theory  
A frame is described by Goffman (1974) as "the principles of organisation which govern 

events and our subjective involvement in them". Each day occurrences can be "located, 

perceived, identified, and labelled" with the aid of this "schemata of interpretation". According 

to Goffman (1974), journalists utilise frames to arrange "strips of the everyday world," which 

are random cuts taken from the continuous stream of activity (Goffman, 1974). Framing is a 

way of illustrating how communication may influence people's thoughts to perceive a situation 

in a certain way (Entman, 1993). 

In the media, frames are seen as building blocks that give issues and solutions their 

meaning. The media adopts a specific viewpoint while weighing it against other options when 

explaining certain situations. Framing is characterised as; choosing some aspects of a perceived 

reality and emphasising them in a communicating context, to support a specific problem 

definition, causal interpretation, moral assessment, and/or recommended course of action for 

the item described (Tziva et al., 2023). Media frames have a significant impact on the public's 

ongoing comprehension of issues as they shape views and give some aspects more weight than 

others (Tziva et al., 2023).  

Prominent discourses on billionaire are represented in the media (McDonald & Scaife, 

2011). News media are capable of influencing people see a reality even when journalistic 

practices demand that they remain unbiased and neutral. As a result, a frame affects the choice 

of sources used by journalists, the way information is published, and the way that the public is 

informed. Frames, then, serve in making sense of the world by arranging what people view 

daily (Goffman, 1974). Media consumers tend to consider topics as of greater significance the 

more often they occur (Hale, 2007). Emotional characteristics are used in affective framing to 

affect how media consumers feel about and relate to media items. A news report may refer to a 

political candidate, for instance, as a "suspected womaniser" or an "inspiring leader". These are 

both emotive qualities, but it is obvious that they influence how the media consumer views the 

media object, in this case, a political candidate, in distinct ways. Recording whether a media 

object is depicted in a positive, neutral, or negative way is the main approach to measure 

emotional framing (Hale, 2007). People are often extremely open to the "framing effect", which 

means that even little adjustments to the way a story is reported can result in significant shifts 

in public perception (Ahmad, 2021). 

In this research, framing possibly occurs when the authors of MSNBC and Fox News 

report on billionaire philanthropy. For example, in the description of billionaires and their 

donations, or on philanthropy in general.  

 

2.3 Agenda setting and media bias 
Agenda setting is one of the approaches that the media uses to shape public opinion and debate 

in society. The subjects that the media decides to cover, together with the frequency and quality 

of that coverage, dictate which issues gain national attention and which ones disappear. Editors, 

newsrooms, staff members and broadcasters all have a significant role in determining political 

reality in the twenty-first century (Ahmad, 2021). The agenda-setting theory examines how the 

media shapes public opinion and how this impacts the public agenda. The public agenda is the 

primary topic of concern for society's members (ibid.).  

Political and ideological beliefs can lead to bias in the media (Aires et al., 2020). Slanted 

news coverage, or media bias, can have a significant effect on how the public views the subjects 
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that are covered (Hamborg et al., 2018). The audience's views, values, priorities, and areas of 

concentration may all be influenced or contributed to by the media (Zain, 2014).  

In this research, agenda-setting and media bias may appear when Fox News and 

MSNBC are too politically charged, which could result in extensive coverage of certain topics 

and the absence of others. Theoretically, this might result in a different public opinion and 

agenda, on billionaire philanthropy, amongst the different audiences of the cable news outlets.  

 

2.4 Critical discourse analysis 
Discourse has been conceptualised as a hybrid of written and spoken texts, allowing us to define 

it as "all forms of spoken interaction, and written texts of all kinds" (Bondarouk & Ruel, 2004). 

Discourse theories, which have their roots in interpretative or social-constructivist traditions, 

are also where the idea of framing first appeared. These theories focus on how language serves 

to socially build numerous realities, presuming that there are multiple realities. Frames give 

specific events distinct, socially created interpretations (Tziva et al., 2023). As the scientific 

paradigm that explains how knowledge is formed when conducting discourse analysis, social 

constructionism holds that "reality" is a social construct; thus, our knowledge of the world is 

constructed collectively through interactions and the use of language, which serves as the 

primary epistemological starting point (Snowdon & Karlsson, 2021). Language does not 

replicate an independent object world, but rather generates and constitutes it (Yu & Zheng, 

2022).  

A particular aspect of discourse analysis known as "critical discourse analysis" has 

focused on the function of language in political and social processes. The critical discourse 

analysis method is a key technique in discourse analysis that scrutinises language to discover 

hidden or implicit functions such as ideology, power, domination, inequality, and hegemony 

(Ramanathan et al., 2017). To shed light on the sorts of discourses that uphold power and 

preserve current social relations, it tends to target texts written by elites and influential 

institutions, such as news outlets and political speeches (Bouvier & Machín, 2018). The 

language and communication used by these institutions and organisations will represent the 

interests of those in positions of authority. Therefore, a detailed examination of which role 

language plays in establishing and maintaining these dominating interests is of importance to 

critical discourse analysis (Bouvier & Machín, 2018). 

Within this research, critical discourse analysis can be of help with detecting underlying 

ideologies and social/power relations within MSNBC’s and Fox News’ reporting on billionaire 

philanthropy.  

 

2.5 Philanthrocapitalism 
The term "philanthrocapitalism" was first used fifteen years ago and is one of the terms used to 

describe hybrid investment and charity programmes that try to combine the objectives of non-

profit organisations with the for-profit sector (McGoey, 2021). Concerns about how donations 

may exacerbate inequality and wealth concentration rather than lessen them are not new. Early 

liberal ideas of the social contract have it at their centre. The ways that the wealthy’s self-

interest was hidden under admirable professions of charity, strengthening their privilege and 

power, were made clear by philosophers like Kant (ibid.) 

"Philanthrocapitalism," a term introduced by Bishop and Green (2008) in their book of 

the same name, revived critical study in this manner. These authors make the claim that today's 

philanthrocapitalists see a world full of substantial problems that they, can and must fix (ibid.). 

This claim is based on the theory that philanthropists have begun a new movement of social 

change via the integration of corporate practices to social problems (Sklair & Glucksberg, 

2020).  The celebration of this claim, which is evident in the willingness to profit personally 

from charitable endeavours and the wilful blurring of the lines between public and private 
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interests to support ever-higher levels of concentrated private gain, is what makes 

philanthrocapitalism novel (ibid.) 

In this thesis, philanthrocapitalism will be considered of importance as it is stated that 

this new movement of social change, influences how social problems are tackled. 

Philanthrocapitalism can be seen as a power relation between the philanthropist and what they 

can achieve with a donation.  

 

To conclude this chapter, the histories of Fox News and MSNBC contribute to their political 

charged daily operations. Additionally, their political ideologies possibly influence their ability 

to frame how their news is reported. This also contributes to the agenda-setting and media bias 

of the news outlets, determining which issues receive national attention and which ones 

disappear. With the help of a critical discourse analysis, portrayal of billionaire philanthropy 

by both news outlets can be examined. Moreover, possible power relations between billionaires 

and their donations, described with the term philanthrocapitalism, can be detected.  
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3. Methodology  
 

3.1 Research Design 
To answer the main research question “How does Fox News versus MSNBC portray the role of 

philanthropy of billionaires?”, an inductive qualitative study through a critical discourse 

analysis will be conducted. Since the 1970s, Critical Discourse Analysis has been frequently 

used to analyse news reporting. As a kind of public discourse, news reports reflect the political 

position and ideology of their respective countries while also influencing the attitudes of their 

consumers (Yu & Zheng, 2022). Moreover, as stated in the theoretical framework, a critical 

discourse analysis allows to detect frames, agenda-setting and media bias, including hidden 

social and/or power relations. Therefore, the use of a critical discourse analysis as a method for 

this research is determined to be the best fit.  

Critical Discourse Analysis begins with the fundamental presumptions of hermeneutics: 

language is a medium, focused on action and function, that people consciously use to create 

versions of the social world.  Moreover, one-to-one relationship exists between a word 

(information encoding) and the meaning it conveys (information decoding) (Bondarouk & 

Ruel, 2004). Media discourse focuses on interactions that occur via a broadcast platform, 

whether in writing or speech, and in which the discourse is directed at non-present consumers 

(O’Keeffe, 2015). One prominent strand of media discourse study is concerned with taking a 

critical approach, known as critical discourse analysis. It is of high value to regularly evaluate 

the messages people receive from produced mass media. The fact that media discourse is 

public, means that it is subject to the scrutiny of many conversation analysts (O’Keeffe, 2015). 

To conduct a discourse analysis on the portrayal of billionaire philanthropy by both Fox News 

and MSNBC, a suitable framework has been found to efficiently analyse the possible framing 

and underlying power structures of the news items.  

3.2 Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework 
The Three-dimensional Framework of Fairclough is known as the most comprehensive and 

practical approach to Critical Discourse Analysis (Yu & Zheng, 2022. The framework, seen in 

figure 1, contains three levels of analysis. It starts with a micro analysis, which focuses on text 

and/or speech. Followed by a meso analysis, in which the text is linked to social interaction and 

interpretation. Lastly, the macro analysis explores the social phenomena that are linked to the 

texts (ibid.).  

 

Figure 1. Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework (Ramanathan et al., 2017) 
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The framework's ideology may be defined as a set of conscious and unconscious thoughts or 

beliefs, particularly political beliefs, that characterise a certain culture and ideas offered by the 

ruling class to all members of society. Texts and speech may be understood as the implicit and 

unconscious materialisation of ideologies (Yu & Zheng, 2022). 

 

3.3 Sample and data collection 
The website of MSNBC, has been renamed in 2012 to www.NBCNEWS.com (Johnson, 2012). 

Fox news’s website is www.foxnews.com (Fox News, 2024).  From both websites, all items 

that appear when searching “billionaire philanthropy” in the search bar will be analysed via the 

Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework. The time frame includes 2022 and 2023. When 

searching for “billionaire philanthropy” on the websites for both years, MSNBC showed 23 

items, whereas for Fox News 32 results appeared. The items consist of online articles. A time 

frame of two years is chosen to catch differences in reporting, shifts in public discourse, and 

the influence of any noteworthy developments on the issue. A broader time frame guarantees 

enough data to identify patterns, shifts in narrative, and varied perspectives on news coverage 

from the two channels (Li et al., 2023). 

 

3.4 Data analysis 
Text Analysis  

Fairclough's Framework of Critical Discourse Analysis begins with a textual analysis. This can 

refer to text, speech and image. Textual analysis encompasses language analysis, including 

semantic vocabulary and phonology. Fairclough refers to textual analysis as linguistic analysis, 

which encompasses all aspects of the complete analysis (Ramanathan et al., 2017). For this 

research, the focus will lie on attitudes which includes the tone of the text/speech towards 

billionaire philanthropy. To detect the tone, the use of verbs and other noticeable 

words/sentences will be analysed. 

 

Discursive Practice 

The second part of the framework, discursive practice, bridges the gap between text and social 

interaction, since the text is both constitutive and constructed. It is about the composition of 

words and the interpretation as language is not neutral due to the attitudes and values it conveys. 

Through discursive actions, the text reflects and reshapes social systems, indirectly influencing 

society. Discursive activities are dialectical in nature, reflecting the underlying social power 

(Ramanathan et al., 2017). Thus, in this research, the relationship between the text and 

interpretation of these words will be analysed.  

 

Social Practice 

The third dimension of the Fairclough's Three-Dimensional model includes social practice, 

which explores the relationship between text and social phenomena. Social practice entails 

politics, economics, social, cultural, and ideological perspectives, allowing for a broader 

discussion of these topics (Ramanathan et al., 2017). During this step of the analysis, framing 

and media bias, both discussed in the theoretical framework, will be considered.   

 

With the use of the three-dimension analysis, there will be looked for patterns in attitudes 

towards billionaire philanthropy, reoccurring social practices that are the basis for the articles 

and finally a conclusion on how both news outlets portray billionaire philanthropy and with 

that, possibly influence the public perception of their consumers. By analysing the text, and the 

discursive and social practice, a look will be taken at the main tone of voice of an article. A 

distinction will be made between whether the article shows critique towards billionaire 
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philanthropy, if it shows neutrality towards the topic or if it praises billionaire philanthropy. To 

show an example of the data analysis, the most recent articles on MSNBC and Fox News that 

report on the topic will be analysed with the use of the Fairclough’s Three-dimensional model.  

 

Table 1. Example of Application of Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework on Fox News 

and MSNBC 

 

Title of Item News 

Outlet 

Text Analysis Discursive 

Practice 

Social 

Practice 

 

Main tone of 

voice to 

billionaire 

philanthropy 

MacKenzie 

Scott donates 

$640 million 

to 361 

nonprofits  

(Lenthang, 

2024) 

 

MSNBC “The latest round of 

donations, which varied 

from gifts of $1 million to 

$2 million, were awarded to 

nonprofit groups across the 

country with a variety of 

focuses — the arts, 

affordable housing, 

education, public health, 

immigration and diversity.” 

 

“…for their outstanding 

work advancing the voices 

and opportunities of 

individuals and families of 

meager or modest means, 

and groups who have met 

with discrimination and 

other systemic obstacles." 

Positive portrayal 

of billionaire 

philanthropy by 

using words as 

outstanding work 

advancing the 

voices and 

opportunities of 

minority groups. 

 

Left-wing 

orientation: the 

arts, affordable 

housing, education, 

public health, 

immigration and 

diversity” these are 

often topics of 

concern for 

Liberals. 

Positive 

portrayal of 

philanthropy 

by 

Democrat 

billionaires. 

 

 

Praise 

Billionaire 

family 

bankrolling 

both anti-

Israel groups 

and these 

battleground 

Democrats 

(Gillespie & 

Spady, 2024) 

 

Fox 

News 

“Several House Democrats 

facing tough re-election 

fights have accepted funds 

from a major political 

family” 

 

“The Pritzker family has, at 

the same time, given to 

organizations involved with 

the anti-Jewish protests, 

which have received 

widespread condemnation 

and resulted in thousands of 

arrests” 

“anti-Jewish”, 

portrays hate 

speech towards the 

protestors.  

 

Democrats are 

negatively 

portrayed by 

stating that they 

accepted funds 

only due to “tough 

re-election fights”.  

 

Supporting Israel 

by stating that the 

protests have been 

judged, and the 

protestors have 

been arrested.  

Increasing 

political 

polarisation. 

 

Negative 

portrayal of 

Democrat 

billionaires 

and their 

beliefs. 

Critique 
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4. Results  
 

Within this chapter, the findings of the critical discourse analysis on news articles from Fox 

News and MSNBC on billionaire philanthropy will be presented. It will be discussed how both 

news outlets frame this topic and which strategies they use. The analysis was conducted 

according to the guidelines of a critical discourse analysis, focusing on linguistic strategies, 

framing and underlying ideologies in the selected articles. First, the results of MSNBC will be 

given, followed by the results of Fox News. The individual analysis of each outlet will mostly 

follow the structure of Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework, however the main tone of 

voice towards billionaire philanthropy of the articles will first be discussed, followed by the 

textual analysis and discursive practice. Lastly, the social practice will be summarised. To 

structure the results chapter, the reoccurring social phenomena, which appeared from the social 

practice, will be used as categories. These social phenomena as categories will be presented in 

table 2 and 3, after the main tone of voice pie chart. 

 

4.1 MSNBC 
 

Main tone of voice 

Of the 23 articles that were analysed for MSNBC, in both 2022 and 2023, seven articles praised 

billionaire philanthropy, eight articles were neutral on the topic and seven showed critique, as 

can be seen in figure 2.  

 

Figure 2. Main tone of voice towards billionaire philanthropy by MSNBC in 2022 and 2023 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

As shown in table 2 below, four distinct social phenomena reoccurred during the analysis. 

These phenomena will be explained by presenting the textual and discursive analysis of the 

articles.  

 

Main Tone of Voice

Praise Neutral Critique
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Table 2. Social Phenomena derived from Social Practice as Categories 

 

 Praising Billionaire 

Philanthropy 

Neutral on Billionaire 

Philanthropy 

Critique on 

Billionaire 

Philanthropy 

Social 

phenomena as 

categories 

Positive portrayal of 

philanthropy by 

Democrat billionaires. 

Philanthrocapitalism and 

power relations in the 

USA. 

 

Increasing political 

polarisation. 

 Increasing political 

polarisation. 

- Critical on global 

capitalism. 

 - - Philanthrocapitalism 

and power relations in 

the USA. 

 

Textual analysis and discursive practice  

The textual analysis and discursive practice entails the literal text from the articles and its 

interpretation. To ensure a clear explanation, the first two steps of the Fairclough’s Three-

Dimensional Framework will be presented interchangeably. First praising billionaire 

philanthropy will be discussed, secondly neutral on billionaire philanthropy and lastly critique 

on billionaire philanthropy. For the complete overview of the analysis table, please refer to 

Appendix 2. 

 

Praising billionaire philanthropy 

Positive portrayal of philanthropy by Democrat billionaires.  

When compared to Republican billionaires, Democrat billionaires are mostly portrayed in a 

better daylight in MSNBC’s articles. For example, “The older Soros, often targeted by right-

wing conspiracists, has been one of the U.S. Democratic Party’s largest donors —” (Lee, 

2023), using words as “targeted by right-wing conspiracists” and “one of U.S. Democratic 

Party’s largest donors”, shows first that Soros is portrayed as a victim and secondly, is praised 

for his large donations. He is also positively portrayed with his quote “I believe that in 

philanthropy one should do the right thing, whether or not it succeeds”, which describes him 

as a man with good intentions (Lee, 2023).  

 Next to George Soros, Mackenzie Scott, a Democrat billionaire, is also praised for her 

philanthropic efforts in four out of the 23 articles. She donated six million dollars to a Latino 

voter group and the article described it as follows, “The foundation, which aims to educate and 

empower Latino voters, often takes positions that align with Democrats. Voto Latino said it 

helped register more than 650,000 voters for the 2020 election cycle.” (Lebowitz, 2023). Both 

emphasize that the organisation she donated to, aligns with Democrats and that the donation 

helped register voters, which is both in favour of Democrats. She is even more praised in the 

following quote, ““Scott’s donation reflects her understanding that 2024 is bigger than 

politics; it’s about a thriving democracy that demands nurture” (Lebowitz, 2023). In another 

article, it was again stated how Scott supports liberal causes: “Scott had donated $436 million, 

which will go toward the organization’s efforts to boost affordable housing and Black 

homeownership” (Reuters, 2022), and that she will always represent the underrepresented 

which also resonates with left-wing ideologies concerning social equality: ““as always our aim 

has been to support the needs of underrepresented people from groups of all kinds” (Reuters, 

2022). On top of Soros and Scott, Bill Gates also receives a platform to speak positively about 

his philanthropy: “When I think about the world my grandchild will be born into, I’m more 
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inspired than ever to help everyone’s children and grandchildren have a chance to survive and 

thrive” (Stump, 2022b).  

Increasing political polarisation. In eleven articles of MSNBC, left-wing ideologies are 

presented more favourably over right-wing ideologies. Right-wing, conservative ideas are even 

described as “political extremism”: “The billionaire Illinois governor is sinking millions of 

dollars of his own money into campaigns for abortion rights and to combat political extremism 

across the country” (Korecki, 2023). About the same billionaire governor, it is said that, 

“Pritzker has long defended abortion rights and held up Illinois as a beacon of reproductive 

freedom in the Midwest, welcoming women from red states” (Korecki, 2023).  And, “Abortion 

access in the United States is on the decline as Republican-led states pass ever-tighter 

restrictions” (Reuters, 2022).  By using words such as “combat political extremism” (referring 

to conservative stands on abortion rights) as well as how the billionaire uses his own money to 

create “a beacon of reproductive freedom” shows a clear preference for left-wing ideologies. 

This became even more clear in this quote from the same article “In addition to laws 

overturning reproductive rights, he referred to book bans, a rollback of voting rights and 

erosion of trust in government institutions as the results of a more extreme Republican Party” 

(Korecki, 2023), where the policies of Republicans are directly mentioned and criticized. A 

clear contrast between left- and right-wing ideologies is shown, which contributes to the 

dispersion of Republicans and Democrats, which leads to political polarisation.  

  

Neutral on billionaire philanthropy 

Nine articles were considered neutral in their tone of voice towards billionaire philanthropy. 

This was either because the article did not enclose details about billionaire philanthropy and for 

example only entailed some personal details about a billionaire, who is known for philanthropic 

efforts, or because the articles just stated facts without showing a tone of voice towards the 

subject.  

Philanthrocapitalism and power relations in the USA. However, even though the overall 

tone is judged neutral, four out of the nine articles still factual noted the connection between 

donations by billionaires and power and influence. For example, one article stated how the 

collapse of the crypto company of Sam Bankman-Fried, a billionaire who pledged that he would 

give away billions of his wealth, had an enormous influence on politics (Kamisar & Marquez, 

2022). On top of that, two articles expressed how philanthropic donations in general contribute 

to politics in the USA. “Democrats are winning the 2022 money race when it comes to small 

donors. Handily. Yet in a reversal from 2018, they’re losing on the big-donor front, with some 

of their most well-known contributors donating far less than they did four years ago” (Todd et 

al., 2022a) as well as “$60 million. That’s about how much billionaire Michael Bloomberg is 

expecting to spend on this year’s midterm elections” (Todd et al., 2022b). 

 

Critique on billionaire philanthropy 

Increasing political polarisation. Whereas Democrat billionaires are mostly praised for 

their philanthropic efforts in the articles, Republican billionaires are often criticised for it. Both 

narratives contribute to the increase of political polarisation. Betsy DeVos, a Republican 

billionaire politician wants to use philanthropic efforts for a policy that is not supported by 

Democrats. “DeVos and other conservatives have long advocated for financially supporting 

families who want to move their children from public schools to private ones…”, “Opponents, 

including teachers unions, educators and Democrats, have pushed back, arguing that such 

policies would siphon students and money away from public schools.” (Kingkade, 2023). This 

article puts Republicans and Democrats in direct opposition to each other, which contributes to 

an increase of political polarisation.  
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In addition, two articles directly target billionaire Republicans, which also shows that 

the main tone of voice here is critique towards billionaire philanthropy. For example, 

Republican billionaire Ramaswany is described as going “a step beyond hypocrisy” as the 

article states that he was granted the Paul & Daisy Soros fellowship that strives for equal 

opportunities of immigrants as they equally contribute to the country. However, nowadays, 

Ramaswany accuses immigrants of an invasion against the US (Tamkin, 2023). Next to 

Ramaswany, Republican Kenneth Griffin donated 300 million dollars to Harvard and severe 

critique was shown; “A self-identified “Reagan Republican,” he especially likes to use money 

to shape politics” as well as “And the constant stream of funds from ultra-wealthy people to 

ultra-elite institutions only helps replicate and deepen extreme inequality in our society” 

(Aleem, 2023b).  

Critical on global capitalism. 

Critique towards the capitalistic system came forward in an article about the CEO of Starbucks: 

“Schultz makes his money the same way every other major company in the world does: by 

extracting as much profit as possible from the labor of workers” (Aleem, 2023a). But Schultz 

is not the only billionaire who is targeted for having capitalistic motives. The company Trident 

Mortgage, owned by billionaire Warren Buffet, was accused of redlining. Redlining has 

traditionally been used by racist lenders to keep non-Whites out of White neighbourhoods 

(Jones, 2022). Buffet’s “hunger for money” has been criticised in this article as Buffett’s 

compassion ran up against his capitalistic impulses — and lost” (Jones, 2022).  In another 

article, Aleem (2022) argues that the fundamental problems underlying modern capitalism are 

frequently overlooked: “Mainstream effective altruism displays no understanding of how 

modern capitalism — the system that it eagerly chooses to participate in — can explain extreme 

destitution in the Global South or the vulnerability of our society to pandemics” (Aleem, 2022).  

 Philanthrocapitalism and power relations in the USA. 

In five out of the seven articles that portrayed critique on billionaire philanthropy, it is 

mentioned how billionaires gain influence and power with political donations. As for the 

donation to Harvard by Kenneth Griffin the author accused him of; “At the level of wealth that 

Griffin possesses, money is the go-to tool for building cache and wielding influence” (Aleem, 

2023b). Next to personal power and influence, donations are also portrayed as tools for 

influencing national politics. For example, by donating directly into state elections; “Betsy 

DeVos said it poured about $9 million into state elections last year, backing nearly 200 

candidates. Now, some of those candidates are pushing a wave of legislation boosting DeVos’ 

longtime goal” (Kingkade, 2023). Sam Bankman-Fried is also mentioned in three articles with 

regards to philanthrocapitalism. Firstly, him and his brother want to help elect lawmakers that 

are able to “advance legislation to start preparing for the next pandemic” and “They also spent 

$12 million to get a measure on the ballot in California” (Seitz-Wald, 2022a). Thus, with their 

donations they help elect politicians who can influence laws to their preferences, on top of that 

they strive to influence ballots. Later that year, the same author wrote about Bankman-Fried, 

“one of the country’s biggest Democratic political donors” “building a Washington footprint 

designed to influence public policy” and “spreading money around Washington … to make 

friends with whoever ended up in power” (Seitz-Wald, 2022b). Using words such as “building 

a Washington footprint” and “spreading money to make friends with whoever ended up in 

power”, clearly frames Sam Bankman-Fried as someone who uses his donations to gain 

individual power.  
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Social practice 

Increasing political polarisation. 

In eleven articles of MSNBC, left-wing ideologies and billionaires are favoured over the right-

wing. Right-wing, conservative ideas are even portrayed as political extremism. A direct 

contrast between the left- and right-wing is portrayed, which can be seen as a contribution to 

political polarisation.  

Critical on global capitalism and billionaires.  

MSNBC's reporting on billionaire philanthropy takes a critical look at global capitalism and the 

role of billionaires as a part of it. MSNBC includes a critical analysis of how billionaire 

generosity may perpetuate structural disparities, as well as how philanthropic activities, 

frequently expose the faults of the capitalist system. 

Positive portrayal of philanthropy by Democrat billionaires.  

MSNBC's coverage of Democrat billionaires is often positive, particularly in terms of their 

connection with charitable beliefs and goals. Philanthropists' support of Democratic politicians 

and programmes are covered, as well as success stories of Democratic-led projects sponsored 

by philanthropic funds. 

Philanthrocapitalism and power relations in the USA.  

MSNBC's reporting also focuses on the notion of philanthrocapitalism, which involves how 

billionaires use their financial influence to push social change. Articles frequently examine the 

dual nature of philanthrocapitalism, recognising billionaire philanthropists' influential 

contributions while criticising the long-term consequences of their impact. The articles 

regularly challenge the power dynamics inherent in the capitalist system and philanthropic 

initiatives which impact policy choices and election outcomes. 

 

To conclude, MSNBC’s articles about billionaire philanthropy, express a clear positive stance 

towards Democratic billionaire philanthropy. They are recognised for their philanthropic 

endeavours, which frequently support progressive causes and Democratic Party principles. 

However, the articles contribute to the dispersion of Republicans and Democrats leading to 

political polarisation by emphasising left-wing beliefs while criticising right-wing, conservative 

ideologies. Right-wing beliefs are portrayed as political extremism. A fair share of the articles 

is neutral in tone and do not express significant thoughts regarding billionaire philanthropy. 

There has also been criticism towards philanthropy by billionaires, particularly Republican 

billionaires. This criticism focuses on using donations to obtain political power and influence. 

Articles examine how charitable activities might exacerbate structural inequality and emphasise 

the possible conflicts of interest that result from billionaires' dual roles as philanthropists and 

business magnates.  
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4.2 Fox News 
 

Main tone of voice 

Of the 32 articles that were analysed for Fox News, in both 2022 and 2023, two articles praised 

billionaire philanthropy, only one article was neutral and 29 showed critique, as can be seen in 

figure 2.  

 

Figure 3. Main Tone of Voice towards billionaire philanthropy by Fox News in 2022 and 2023 

 

 
 

As can be seen in table 3, five distinct social phenomena reoccurred during the analysis. These 

phenomena will be explained by presenting the textual and discursive analysis of the articles.  

 

Table 3. Social Phenomena derived from Social Practice as Categories 

 

 Praising Billionaire 

Philanthropy 

Neutral on 

Billionaire 

Philanthropy 

Critique on 

Billionaire 

Philanthropy 

Social 

phenomena as 

categories 

Supporting 

consumerism and being 

a billionaire. 

Increasing political 

polarisation.  

Negative portrayal of 

Democrat billionaires 

and their beliefs. 

 Positive framing of 

Republican billionaires 

and their beliefs.   

- Increasing political 

polarisation.  

 - - Philanthrocapitalism. 

 

 

 

 

Main Tone of Voice

Praise Neutral Critique
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Textual analysis and discursive practice  

The textual analysis and discursive practice entails the literal text from the articles and the 

interpretation. To ensure a clear explanation, the first two steps of the Fairclough’s Three-

Dimensional Framework will be presented interchangeably. First praising billionaire 

philanthropy will be discussed, secondly neutral on billionaire philanthropy and lastly, critique 

towards billionaire philanthropy. For the complete overview of the analysis table, please refer 

to appendix 3.  

 

Praising billionaire philanthropy 

 Supporting consumerism and billionaires.  

In only one of the 32 articles, a Democrat billionaire is praised for his philanthropic efforts. To 

start, this can be seen in the title of the article: “Proof that being Google’s billionaire co-

founder can get your crazy airship approved” (Knutsson, 2023). This implies a positive attitude 

towards being billionaire, as it emphasizes that Google's billionaire status and co-founder gives 

it the influence and resources to get an airship approved. This suggests admiration for the 

success and power that comes with this position. A positive attitude can also be seen in the 

following quote, “It is a testament to his passion for exploration and discovery, as well as his 

generosity and philanthropy” (Knutsson, 2023). This describes approval of such consumerism. 

 Positive framing of Republican billionaires and their beliefs. 

Next to the one Democrat billionaire that is positively portrayed, a Republican billionaire is 

even more praised. “The foundation of the late T. Boone Pickens presented a $21 million gift 

to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute, cementing a bond of friendship, 

patriotism and faith in the American people shared by both the philanthropist and the former 

president.” (Byrne, 2023). Ronald Reagan, and Pickens are compared in a highly positive and 

patriotic manner which is a frame used by the author. This is even more emphasized with the 

following quote, “The two organizations believe the gift will help perpetuate for future 

generations the values and policies that made Reagan one of the most popular politicians in 

American history.” (Byrne, 2023), which shows significant support for former president 

Reagan and Pickens.  

 

Neutral on billionaire philanthropy 

 Increasing political polarisation. 

The one article that reported neutral on billionaire philanthropy, still contributes to the increase 

of political polarisation in the USA. The author writes about how a philanthropist, withdraw his 

six-figure donation to Arizona State University because “one of its faculty claimed the school 

fired her for inviting conservative commentators to speak on campus” (Hays, 2023). The author 

portrays the conservative speakers as victims by stating that they were allegedly called 

"purveyors of hate” by other faculty members. Moreover, dispersion between the left- and 

right-wing increases after including the quote of the philanthropist "After seeing this level of 

left-wing hostility and activism, I no longer had any confidence in Barrett to adhere to the terms 

of our gift” (Hays, 2023). By using words such as “left-wing hostility and activism”, Democrats 

and Republicans are put in direct opposition of each other, a clear frame is used to influence 

Fox News consumers.  

 

Critique on billionaire philanthropy 

 Negative portrayal of Democrat billionaires and their beliefs.  

In 25 of the 32 articles, Democrat billionaires are negatively portrayed. Especially liberal 

billionaire George Soros appears to be a target, as he is mentioned in fifteen articles. The dislike 

towards Soros is not hard to detect from what is written about him. For example, his donations 

are often described as a way “to spread his radical leftist ideas on abortion, Marxist economics, 
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anti-Americanism, defunding the police, environmental extremism and LGBT fanaticism” 

(Flood, 2023). By using these words, opinions of Fox News consumers on billionaire Soros, 

are negatively influenced. Moreover, in this quote, a clear favour of the right-wing is portrayed 

here as these ideas are described as “radical leftist ideas”. One year earlier, the same author 

wrote about Soros: "He is out to destroy the underpinnings of Western Civilization, and he’s 

using $36 billion that he is spending on it” (Flood, 2022c). This description is extremely 

framing by stating that he wants to “destroy the civilization”. In other articles, Soros is targeted 

and framed for his ideas on crime and police. “A 'progressive' approach to law enforcement as 

championed by George Soros and others means victims of violent crime pay a high price” 

(Mangual, 2022), indicating that Soros is responsible for “the high prices victims of violent 

crime pay”. This is supported by Bossie (2023), who wrote “the tone-deaf Soros has indicated 

he’s planning to continue his assault on safe streets in the future” (Bossie, 2023). In another 

article, a direct clash between Soros’ ideas on crime and Republicans is presented, “Liberal 

megadonor George Soros defended his support of progressive district attorneys across the 

country in a Wall Street Journal entry that placed blame on Republicans for rising crime – an 

excuse that several experts told Fox News Digital doesn't jibe with reality” (Miller, 2022). Next 

to his thoughts on crime, three authors of Fox News have shown dislike towards Soros’ support 

of Palestine. The first article stated, “Outlets who received Soros’ cash have published op-eds 

calling to "abolish" the nuclear family, justified Palestinian terror attacks …” (Flood, 2023). 

The second article reported, “A nonprofit that has received donations from George Soros has 

been bankrolling groups who have hosted pro-Palestinian rallies” and “… a direct affiliate of 

the Tides Foundation, has accused the U.S. government of "ethnic cleansing of Palestinian 

people," as well as “and also paints Hamas in a positive light” (La Jeunesse & Sabes, 2023). 

The third article wrote, “Report claims Soros organization has given millions to US groups 

who allegedly support terror group.” “Hamas launched a full-blown invasion into southern 

Israel Oct. 7, resulting in the mass murder of 1,200 people”, “American citizens were among 

civilians kidnapped by the jihadi terrorist entity” (Weinthal, 2023). By using statements such 

as “Palestinian terror attacks”, “pro-Palestinian rallies”, “terror group”, “mass murder” and 

“jihadi terrorist entity”, Fox News authors show disapproval towards Soros’ donations, 

indicating that they are supporting Israel. Finally, George Soros’ son, Alex, is also negatively 

framed by authors of Fox News, “Alex Soros has quietly had a pipeline to the Biden White 

House as he openly mingles with high-profile Democratic politicians and showers liberal 

causes with millions in cash.” (Cawthorne & Schoffstall, 2023).  

 Several other Democrat billionaires have also been criticised by authors of Fox News 

for various reasons. For example, due to the location of their donations.  About Hoffman, a 

Silicon Valley top donor to Democratic campaigns, it is written that “his money also goes into 

non-traditional groups that aren't mandated to report their funding and often operate in the 

shadows.” (Kliegman, 2023). This negatively portrays his philanthropic efforts as it is 

described as if he does not want his donations to be public. Laurene Jobs, the widow of Steve 

Jobs, is accused of funding “the parent company of a network of liberal "fake news" sites, which 

pushed pieces that mirrored press releases from Democratic politicians.” (Schoffstall, 2023). 

Here, Jobs and the left-wing are negatively portrayed, by using statements as “liberal, fake news 

sites”.  

 Moreover, certain Democrat billionaires have been criticised for their hypocrisy. 

Kornick (2022) wrote “Here are several examples of Hollywood A-listers, tech billionaires, 

and Democrat politicians who have been caught being hypocrites when it comes to helping the 

environment”. In the article, Democrat billionaires Jeff Bezos and Mark Zuckerberg among 

others have been mentioned to be hypocrites when it comes to donating towards environmental 

purposes. The direct accusation of hypocrisy, confirms the distaste towards Democrats.  
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 Increasing political polarisation.  

Seventeen out of the 32 articles influenced the increase of political polarisation in the USA. To 

begin, Biden’s administration has been the target of several authors. For example, in one article 

concern is expressed about the way Biden’s administration wants to take on the petrochemical 

industry: “However, the petrochemical industry has long been target of environmentalists who 

argue it is responsible for harmful emissions and pollution negatively impacting surrounding 

communities' health.” “Overall, the multibillion-dollar petrochemical industry is particularly 

prominent in Louisiana where it is a key driver of jobs and investment” (Schoffstall & 

Catenacci, 2023b). A right-wing ideology is portrayed with statements as “target of 

environmentalists” and “a key driver of jobs and investment”, referring to only the capitalistic 

characteristics of the industry. The concern about revenue loss due to the Biden administration 

also comes forward in another article of Catenacci, who portrays how a plan to takeout farmland 

of production, supported by left-wing billionaires, would “likely decrease agricultural 

production revenue and harm support industries in the area like machinery sales and ranch 

laborers” (Catenacci, 2022). Thus, again only monetary implications are taken into 

consideration, which reveals right-wing beliefs and increases political polarisation as it is 

directly weighted against left-wing beliefs. In another article Bossie (2023) accused George 

Soros for donating to the Biden administration. In the article, he blamed the government for 

problems regarding immigration, crime, drugs and inflation: “The Biden administration’s 

lawless immigration policy has created a war zone and fentanyl epidemic at the border; the 

left’s drive to "reimagine policing" has caused crime and the feeling of danger to skyrocket in 

our cities; and the irresponsible push for wasteful spending on the green new deal agenda has 

caused an inflation crisis that won’t go away”. By directly accusing the Democratic Biden 

administration of these problems, political polarisation increases. In another article, Soros is 

blamed for supporting the policies of Democrat District Attorney Krasner. The author framed 

these policies as the reason of someone’s death.  “… she believes her husband would still be 

alive if not for the far-left bail policies” (Halon, 2022).  

 However, not only the donations of left-wing billionaires to the government are framed 

by authors of Fox News, but also donations of left-wing organisations. For example, 

“ProPublica — which purports to be an independent, non-partisan outlet but has received 

donations from left-leaning entities — published the latest in a series criticizing Justice Thomas 

for allegedly violating Supreme Court ethics, which Thomas has denied” (Herlihy, 2023).  

The left-wing group ProPublica, is negatively framed for accepting donations from left-wing 

entities as well as spreading false and misleading portraits of Justice Thomas. Next to 

ProPublica, the left-wing network of Hansjörg Wyss, a liberal Swiss billionaire, is targeted for 

its influence on US elections. “The LCV and Climate Power are two prominent far-left 

environmental groups that push aggressive green transition policies and have received 

extensive funding from Wyss' nonprofits” (Schoffstall & Catenacci, 2023a). “Aggressive green 

transition policies”, clearly portrays the right-wing political beliefs of the authors.   

Philanthrocapitalism.  

Resembling the articles of MSNBC, philanthrocapitalism is a reoccurring theme in Fox News’ 

articles about billionaire philanthropy. As mentioned before, Soros is targeted by many authors. 

According to the authors, Soros’ motives are to increase power and influence on current 

politics. For example, “Propaganda avalanche: George Soros spreads $131 million to 

influence global media” (Flood, 2023) and “When it comes to Biden policy and Soros policy, 

it’s tough to tell where one ends and the other begins” (Bossie, 2023). Other Democrat 

billionaires are also accused of gaining influence through donations: “Schmidt has quietly 

developed an intricate network enabling him to have significant influence over White House 

artificial intelligence and public policy” (Catenacci & Cawthorne, 2023). About the donations 

of Sam Bankman-Fried, it is even stated that “It’s plausible that without SBF’s money, Trump 
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would still be in the White House” (Flood, 2022b). As Biden won against Trump in the last 

election, this information could extremely influence Fox News Republican consumers. Lastly, 

another example "… the overwhelming influence of the left-wing Arabella Advisors network on 

American politics. In 2022 alone, these groups spent $1.4 billion to push our country toward 

more extreme causes and candidates" (Catenacci & Schoffstall, 2023b).  

 

Social practice 

Supporting consumerism and being a billionaire. 

In one article, a Democrat billionaire received praise for his charity work. The headline "Proof 

that being Google's billionaire co-founder can get your crazy airship approved" (Knutsson, 

2023) suggests a positive attitude towards being a billionaire, emphasising the power and 

resources that come with such status. The article emphasises the billionaire's enthusiasm for 

adventure, discovery, charity, and philanthropy, as well as his positive attitude towards 

consumption and the advantages of being a billionaire. 

Positive framing of Republican billionaires and their beliefs.   

A different article praised Republican billionaire Pickens for donating $21 million to the Ronald 

Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute (Byrne, 2023). The article makes a positive 

comparison between Pickens and Ronald Reagan, emphasising their comparable principles and 

objectives, depicting Republican billionaires and their ideas in a favourable light. 

Increasing political polarisation. 

Seventeen out of the 32 articles influenced the increase of political polarisation in the USA. 

Biden’s administration has been the target of several authors. Not only the donations of left-

wing billionaires to the government are framed by authors of Fox News, but also donations of 

left-wing organisations. By negatively influencing Fox News’ consumers opinion on left-wing 

billionaires and organisations, political polarisation is reinforced.  

Negative portrayal of Democrat billionaires and their beliefs. 

Twenty-five of thirty-two articles illustrate Democrat billionaires negatively, with a particular 

focus on Democrat billionaire George Soros. His contributions are defined as efforts to 

propagate radical leftist ideas, influencing policies on crime, police, and support for Palestine. 

Soros' son, Alex, and other Democratic billionaires are also criticised for their charity and 

political contributions. 

Philanthrocapitalism. 

Fox News reporting also focuses on the notion of philanthrocapitalism, which involves how 

billionaires use their financial influence to push social change. Articles frequently examine the 

dual nature of philanthrocapitalism, recognising billionaire philanthropists' influential 

contributions. Democratic billionaires such as George Soros are blamed for exploiting 

donations to affect the political and media landscape.  

 

To conclude, the articles only praise billionaire generosity, when it includes Republican 

billionaires or promotes conservative principles such as consumerism. Which is still only two 

articles out of the 32.  Even neutral articles contribute to political polarisation by emphasising 

controversial themes. Most of the criticism is focused at Democratic billionaires, with George 

Soros being the main target. The articles frequently employ strong negative language to 

characterise his donations and their alleged consequences, portraying them as radical or 

destructive to American ideals. Many articles help to increase political polarisation by 

portraying left-wing initiatives and philanthropists poorly. Critics target not just individual 

donors, but also left-wing organisations (that are supported by liberal billionaires) and the 

Biden administration, with an emphasis on problems such as crime and the environment. 

Furthermore, articles show that billionaire philanthropy, particularly among those with left-

wing ideals, is frequently used to achieve political influence and power. Overall, the analysis 
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portrays a strong bias in Fox News' presentation of philanthropy by billionaires, with a clear 

preference for Republican billionaires and a critical attitude towards Democratic billionaires 

and their affiliated causes. 
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5. Discussion 
 

As mentioned in the introduction, the media plays an important role in shaping public discourse 

about billionaire philanthropy (Thorup, 2013). Through covering successes as well as 

its challenges, the media may provide the public with a more nuanced understanding of 

philanthropy and encourage critical thinking about its effects (Bekkers & Wiepking, 2010). 

However, “How does Fox News versus MSNBC portray the role of philanthropy of 

billionaires?”. The analysis of MSNBC and Fox News’ articles on billionaire 

philanthropy demonstrates significant differences in how both media channels represent 

billionaires' philanthropic endeavours, particularly in terms of political affiliation. The findings 

show a strong bias in both media sources, which contributes to the dispersion of Republicans 

and Democrats which presumably leads to political polarisation in the USA.  

MSNBC's coverage of billionaire philanthropy is mainly favourable, highlighting the 

generous deeds of Democratic billionaires such as George Soros, Mackenzie Scott, and Bill 

Gates. These billionaires are regularly recognised for their support of progressive causes and 

Democratic beliefs. As mentioned in the theoretical framework, emotional characteristics are 

used in affective framing to affect how media consumers feel about and relate to media items. 

Moreover, media consumers tend to consider topics as of greater significance the more often 

they occur (Hale, 2007). However, in the articles of MSNBC, right-wing ideologies are 

frequently seen as political extremism, whereas Democratic principles are more widely 

accepted. It could therefore be stated that both outlets differently influence their consumers. 

And although certain articles have a neutral tone, the major emphasis is on promoting left-wing 

ideologies and criticising right-wing stances. MSNBC's criticism of billionaire 

philanthropy centres mostly around Republican billionaires. The criticisms focus on the 

possible misuse of donations to obtain political influence and the maintenance of social 

inequalities. The concept of philanthrocapitalism is also discussed, emphasising how wealthy 

individuals can use their financial power to shape social change, which can exacerbate 

structural inequality and create conflicts of interest due to their dual roles as philanthropists and 

business magnates. 

In contrast, Fox News only praises billionaire philanthropy in two articles, which 

include a Republican billionaire and the other strengthens conservative beliefs. The criticism is 

mostly focused against Democratic billionaires, with George Soros commonly identified as a 

target. Soros' donations are frequently described in strong negative terms, as radical or harmful 

to American ideals. This unfavourable picture applies to left-wing enterprises and 

philanthropists in general, and as was stated in the introduction, the media has the potential to 

be extremely influential by posing analyses on the efficiency, openness, and responsibility of 

philanthropy by billionaires (Bekkers & Wiepking, 2010), it can be concluded that this is a clear 

frame, used to negatively influence Fox News consumers. Critics in Fox News narratives attack 

not only individual Democratic philanthropists, but also left-wing organisations and the Biden 

administration, with an emphasis on crime, police and the environment. Similar to MSNBC, 

these articles also claim that billionaire philanthropy, particularly among those with left-wing 

views, is frequently utilised to achieve political influence and power. The findings show a 

strong bias in Fox News' coverage of billionaire philanthropy, with a preference for Republican 

billionaires and a critical attitude towards Democratic billionaires and their causes. 

To conclude, the media research reveals a considerable bias in how MSNBC and Fox 

News report on billionaire philanthropy, which reflects their different political views. MSNBC 

favours Democratic billionaires and their support to progressive causes, whereas Fox News 

clearly supports Republican billionaires and conservative beliefs.  As mentioned in the 

introduction, the media has the power to frame socio-political problems in certain ways, which 

can have significant influence on the public's views and opinions (Dardis et al., 2008). Both 



 25 

media outlets present philanthropic actions in ways that reflect their political agendas. Thus, 

the public opinion amongst their consumers are differently influenced on this topic. MSNBC's 

positive coverage of Democratic billionaires can boost their public image and perceived 

legitimacy, but Fox News' poor portrayal of the same people can harm their credibility and 

ambitions. The level of trust the consumers have in philanthropic efforts is determined by their 

chosen media outlet's political perspective. While the media is able to promote a more balanced 

perspective of philanthropy by reporting on both achievements and difficulties MSNBC and 

Fox News' biased representations may restrict this possibility. Instead of encouraging critical 

thinking, the media's biased coverage may reinforce existing beliefs and minimise the 

audience's capacity to objectively assess charitable initiatives. Moreover, as mentioned in the 

theoretical framework, the subjects that the media decides to cover, together with the frequency 

and quality of that coverage, dictate which issues gain national attention and which ones 

disappear. The public agenda is the primary topic of concern for society's members (Ahmad, 

2021).  The media's attention on certain aspects of billionaire generosity, such as potential 

misuse of donations or positive outcomes on social issues, can influence the government 

agenda. Policymakers may prioritise concerns that are heavily covered in the media, resulting 

in legislation or regulatory acts that match the narratives advocated by MSNBC or Fox News. 

On top of that, MSNBC and Fox News' differing depictions might exacerbate existing political 

division, since consumers of each outlet are largely exposed to material that validates their prior 

beliefs. This possibly results in an increasingly polarised society, with people becoming more 

entrenched in their ideological viewpoints.  

Limitations and future research 

Several limitations can be assigned to this research. First, a short time frame: a research over a 

period of only two years may not be enough to detect long-term patterns and changes in 

reporting. Secondly, a discourse analysis is qualitative and interpretative in nature, therefore 

results may vary depending on the approach and analytical frameworks utilised. Finally, a 

limitation occurs when analysing only two cable networks. The findings from MSNBC and Fox 

News cannot be generalised to other news channels with different political or editorial 

perspectives. Therefore, the results cannot be generalised to the whole cable network industry 

of the USA. 

Recommendations for future studies could be, a comparative analysis with other cable 

news outlets, with less extreme politically beliefs. Next to that, a longitudinal study could be 

conducted, where the articles about billionaire philanthropy over a larger period are analysed. 

Moreover, a study with regards to the public perception of the cable news consumers could be 

conducted, through interviews with the consumers for example. Lastly, a study with in-depth 

interviews with the authors of the articles could be conducted, this could give insight in the 

editorial processes behind publishing these articles and the political beliefs of the authors.  
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