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PREFACE
0.1 INTRODUCTION: UGANDA WOMEN'S CONTRIBUTION 1O DEVELOPMENT

Ugandan women in Lthis paper are not treated as a helpless and weak group, but asan active social

force which has sustained the economy and bives ol the Ugandans and contributed to the
development of the couniry. The problem is that Upanda women’s contribution has not been
recognised. This is reflected 1n unequal shuring of resources ut both material and decision making
levels and the general imbalances in the women's social position, the education, the discriminatory

laws, the patnarchal ideology and low level of women's participation in state institutions.

There is validity in the thesis that women are produccers of development; that they are not
beneflciaries or passive receivers of development and that their comtribution has been
misundersiood by the approaches used to involve women in the development process {Lycklama
: 1989)'. An equivalent of the classical perspective in relation 1o women and development
approach was focused on the women’s vole, as a means 1o gender cquality, especially in United
states and Europe. In 1980s, the emphasis was shilted o wellare issues such as, heahh, education
and employvment. & more recent approach stressed the idea of development from a women’s point
of view, According Lo Pietilz and Vickers(1990). women's role in development was perceived in
relation 10 key issues raised in the Imernouonal Development strategy for the Third UN
Development decade, focusing on trade, agncuhure, industry, encrgy, money and finance, and
science and technology. Imphications, sccording 1o their argument, were that women were already
paricipauing bul were not beneficianies ol development, due 1o exclusion from major benefits.
The exclusion of women from benefiting lrom development was done through the distortion of
aciual women’s contribuiion which was notassessed in mstional siatistics, The benelis assessment,
according to Pictila and Vickers |, excluded impertan: features based on income, conditions of

work, decision making, power, access 1o resources, prestige, and many others.

The official United Nations framework {or the advancement of women. which has been adopted
by numerous couniries throughout the world, is built around the objectives of the UN Women’s
Decade (1975~1983); The Forward Looking Strategies and the UN Convention on the Elimination
of Ali Forms of Discrimination against Women. The cony ention advocated fer equality, peace and
development. Among others, the concept of equality advocated for equal treaiment and
opportunities under the law. Development was 1o focus on the recognition of womcen as subjects
rather than objects in the development process. Peace, among many things, was 1o encumpa;.;s
the elimination of violence at all tevels (Picula & Vickers:1990). The UN convention reguired

states to submit reports on fegislative, Judicial, administrative und other measures adopied 10 give

1 See Lyeklama:1989: and Pietila and Vickers:1%%90 for detailed information on the development of
approaches te Women in Development issues.
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effect to the recommendations. Although Upanda ratified the above convention in July 1983, not

much has been done to implement the dircctions in the document (ACFODE:1989%).

Women's contribution in Uganda cannoet be clearly quantificd but the current economic situation
reflects women’s involvement in the development of the country, The sex ratio in Uganda is 96.1
males for every 100 females. outl of the el populavion of 16.383.000 million Ugandans
(MPED:1991)> About 90% of the population is rural based and depend on agriculture, while only
7% of the people live in towns of more than 1,000 people.*  Agricullure contributes 96% of
Uganda's export earnings and about 72% of the Gross Domestic product (GDP). Current
government export policy. duc to the increasing fall in ihe world market prices of primary
products deliberately promotes a shift from traditional export crops such as coffec, coton and tea,
which were predominanly male dominated. The shift is towards commercialisation of non-
traditional export crops, which were basically food crops und which are predominantly women’s
responsibilities. Women's labour contributes the kurgest share 1o the 88% of the total labour force
involved in agriculture.  Women's labour amounts to 80% of the main {ood production in
agricubtural work (WID: 1991). Indircctimplications which cannot be dealt with in this paper are
that women hold the burden of Usganda's exports, which have implications on the baiance of

payment deficit, exterpal debt repayment and zencral cconomic well-being of the country.

Women however, stilt shoulder the burden of traditional muanagement of households and child
care. It is estimated that abow 50% of the population is below 16 vears of age while 10 % are
above sixty years of age (Watson: 1992y, This implies that women's services o the dependants and
the men, as required by tradition puts a ol on their energy. According 10 a survey carried out
in six districts. women’'s average hours of work per dav in Ugandoa ranges between §2 1o 18 hours,
with 47% of the women reportediy interrupicd during sleep 1o waitl on a late husbands {27%), or
o attend to children (8%).  Aboul 13% of the women were interrupted 1o look after the sick or
because of anxiety about security(Nalwanga & Nutukunda: 1988). In the informal seclor, women
are said 1o operate at least half the number of small businesses in the urban centres
(UNICEF:1989). There is general fow level of involvement of women in state institutions’.

Women accouni for only 30% in the Government sector and have marginal presence in other

2See A report by Action for Develeopment (ACFODE): 1989 The Convention on the Elimination of all

forms of Discrimination against Women: The Ugandan Experience.
vganda 1991 Pepulation and Housing lensus.

4 Figures are from Africa South of the Sahara, 1992.

Sﬂniy 0.05% of the senior positions in Civil Service are heid by women.

[ MPED, 198B b, from UNICEF:19%9).
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institutional structures such as education® and policy making organs.  They do not own land

and are customary not allowed 1o inherit property. Women are generally discriminated apainst by

both traditional customary lzws and swaic laws.

2 FORWARD STEPS 1FO1 i
A few concessions have been made by the NRM goverament 10 women because of the important
role women play in the development of the couniry. The concessions are basically due to the
pressure from women’s groups on the povernment. The government has a political and economic
siake in the advancement of women. The changes, alithough arc steps in the right direction, are
not enough. Women continue to demand lor more concreie changes. The NRM for five years
developed into a mass movement which waged a protracied peoples’ war against the then ruling
undemocratic regime. The movement was organised along Resistunce Councils (RCs) which are
peoples” representative groups elected from the grassrools’.  The NRM government set up a
political policy in which an affirmative action was tuken 10 provide a qguola for women in
parliament. Hence, each of the then 34 districis of Uganda was of fered one position in parhament

which had to be filled by a woman.

Women representatives at Parliamentary level arc 16% of the towl membership of 274, The
political climate has been conduciyve o the construciion of vmpowerment sirategies on Ugandans
about women's needs, The RC legislation also makes & provision for a post of secresary for
women affairs which must be contested for by @ woman. The NRN affirmauve action is
strategically arrived al eguipping woemen with poliucal representation.  Additional strategies
include the formation of a Ministry of Stute Tor Women in Developmem (WID) in March 1988,
Women’s focal point desks have also been set up in government ministries and banking institutions
1o facilitate coordination of women's programmes. A positive discrimination policy was set up
at the University level where, since 1994, Makerere University puts an extra 1.5 points for women
who are at cut-off University intake level The University has further set up a department of

Women and Development Studies ai graduaie jevel, following pressure and facilitation from

6Females have less education epportunities than males. Primary school enrolment for girls is 44%;
secondary school 26X and University, 16% (UKRICEF:19589, ». &0).

RCs have been instituted as official reform bodies for the democratisation of political power and
decentralisation of decision making from State and govermment. Direct supervision and decision making
is done at each tevel, by the people. Parliamentary representation in the RC system is based on
successive election of leaders from grassroors l[evel right to the Natiomal Resistance Louncil (NRC},
Uganda's parliament. Rt leadership at all levels 35 elected and voluntary and, with the exception of
parliamentarians, members continue with their usual occupations.
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women's groups.®  The affirmative action programmes und the s igorous nature of the women's
movement in Uganda are opposed by certain people in Uganda. Peoples organisations, including
the women's movement sprung up in Uganda, due 1o the past history of resistance 1o diciatorial
regimes. According 10 a rccent report, there are 62 indigenous women's groups Déerating in the
country ( The New Vision : June 3, 1991)  Caicgorics reporied range from agriculiure 1o
education, health, mcome genceration, legal issues, populavon, water and sanitation. Aspects of
the women's groups 1s the lobbying, awareness creation, und empowerment stralegies targeted at
a cross section of the society. They target the rural poor, the urban rich and elite sectors of the

society, both men and women, depending on the nature of the probiem.

0.3. WOMEN'S INVOI VEMENT WITH THE PRIZSS

A number of women's organisations have been involved in efforts 1o dissuade the press from

publishing stories which might hamper the development of women. These range from awareness
seminars for members of the press o formution of aliernative press in the country. Groups which
are Involved incliede women's NGOs. and governmoent bodics sucl s the Ministry for Women in
Development (WIDY. Select strategics emploved by one of the women's groups, Action for
Development (ACEFODIZy will be discussed fater in the paper. ACFODE is an indigenous
voluntary non-government duvelopmoent organisauion which was formed by Ugandan women
foliowing the UN women's decade conference in Nairobr in 1985, Its overall objecuive include,
the uplifung of the status of women of Uzunda through empowerment of the Ugandan Society.
Women's groups as & whole have a high level of consciousness due 1o the reality and experiences
of discrimination in a socicty where, due to politicul und economic hardships, both women and

men have contributed 1o sustain the fises of the Ulsandans and the economy in ail ways,

0.4, THIEE MASS MEDIA SITUATION IN UGANDA

The mass media in Uganda has class. gender and geographical character in terms of accessibility

by the majority of the population. Access to the mass mediz is limited by economic resources,
education levels, and broadcasting and circulation levels which are mainiy confined 1o the urban
centres. In cerain instances, media facihities such as radio and television are considered to be
status symbaols. There is evidence to indicawe that gender plays an imporiant role in access to the

mass mediz. Ownership and listenership of radies, for example is dominated by males according

B Action for Development (ACFODE} and University Women's Assoriation wrote and presented a prepesal
for the establishment of weomen's studies at the University to the Makerere donor’s conference of 1986.

9'-'ID has been changed 1o Ministry of Women in development, Youth and Culture. We shall continue te

refer to 'WID' since the time of the analysis in the paper fails withip the pericd before the merger.
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to some suryeys made in Uganda'?

The multiple languuees furiber imit chances of listnership
of radio. The service broadcasts For about 17 hours a dav in 22 languages(UNICEF:1987), The
radic ownership estimales, according to UNJCEF is about 21.8 sets per 1,000 of the population.
Television broadcasting, according 1o 1he same source. covers less than 153% of the whole country
and lransmission is on one channel with an average of Nhve hours a day, to Kampala and recently
to a few other urban cenires. Access to teievision seis is said 10 be less than 1% of the population.

Both Radip and 1elevision are government owned and conrolled.

The newspaper situation is not different from the above. Newspaper readership in Uganda is a
select group. This is due 1o Jow lesels of education, and literacy. Since SomMe newspapers are
produced in English, their reception is by the sclect few English-speaking, educated'! and
possibly, middle class readers. especially men. The production of newspapers, according to the
UNICEF survey i1s hmited to Kampala, while the disiribution only reaches rural towns but on a
limited supply. The survey indicates that the readership of the newspapers is restricted by prices,
while availability and circulation is resiricted te upper income levels in Kampala and rural towns.
The New Vision has introduced four regional newspapers which are produced in the four main
respectuive languages of the regions. This study is built on the above background and therefore
cannotl claim 1o largel the whole of the Uganda population. The advamage however is the
exislence of room for improvements belore the majority of the population is directly confronted

with media biases apainst women.

ie Natukunda & Nalwanga:1988, Women's Needs Assessment Survey; illustrates gender differences and

mate privileges in acctessibility to the mass media. Musoke & Amajo:1%89, 'Women Participatien in Existing
Credit Schemes in Uganda’. Indicates that few women pot infermatien about credit schemes through radios
fer example.

1 The 1985 illiteracy (reading and writing) figure in Uganda is 42.7% {for the tetal population

above 15 years of age. Females make up 54.7Y of the total while males sccounted for 30.7% (Eurostat: 1991).






CHAPTER ONE:
I.1. BACKGROUND TQ THE PROBLEM.

Since 1986 women have been politically glorified by the National Resistance Movement (NRM)

Government, which has deliberately taken up a posiuve public stance on the woman question.
Remarkable structural changes, in the form of affirmative action towards the improvement of the
status of women and integration of women in development have been carried out in the country.
Many women's sell~help voluntary organisations have sprung up, at both national and grassroois
levels. As a result, there are conflicting straiepies about the naure of integration of women in
the development process. These have taken a form of contest about different conceptions of

equality of men and women.

This trend has been picked up by the press. The government paper, The New Vision, of fered a
page 1o a wemen's feminist organisution, Action for Developmenmt (ACFODE), to produce
developmenital stories on woman. The newspaper maintains a double standard because on the
rest of the pages, 1t has freely continued 10 run sensational * man~bites~dog’ type of stories on
women. In a July 1991 the News Editor of The New Vision, Sam Serwanga, told me that

I notice that what vou call negative stories about women are those that point out
mistakes or crimes commiited by women. But for us. we don’t view such stories
in that light. Our point of view is the news conlent in these stories.

The problem is that the negative aspecis of women are not their only attributes in society. The
major competitor, a weekly independent paper, Weekly Topic, has offered ACFODE a legal
counselling column. The newspaper is very sexist about women's issues and is biased in its policy
about women. Secondly, it claims 10 champion the interest of the majority of the Ugandan
‘exploited” women. However, Weekly Topic belittles issues raised by the women’s movement. The
newspaper offers its own conceptions of women's needs and portrays feminists as exploiters of
women. In an interview with the then Editor-in-Chiefl of Weekly Topic, Mr Wafula-Oguty,
during July of 1991, he said that urban women {eminists are very selfish and do not help the rural
women and are more interested in bickering. According to him, feminists assume that total
liberation means socialising out in the bars or imagining that men are the problem. His argument
implied that women should solve the class facior amongst themselves before they can 1alk about

women's domination by men.

While commending the contribution by Weekly Topic and The New Vision in their efforts 1o
support the development of women for the sake of the country, their strategies employed, in light
of the great impact the media has on shaping society, might do more harm than good for women

and men.



1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The siudy focuses on three major problems in the Ugandan press, which portrays, on the whole,
a biased representation of the social reality of the women’s position. Firstly, women are portrayed
according to the cultural stereotypes. The promotion puls emphasis on a combination of both
wraditional sex differcntiated roles and attitudes. The other representation is in a form of * man
bites dog ' image. In this case, the woman is given sensational recognition when she has deviated
from the image of the ‘idecal woman' sociely expecis her 10 be. Women are thus, portrayed as
a social problem. Most stories focus on women as criminals and viciims and tend to perpetuate

their subordinate role.

A second problem is based on the under-representation of women in their own right as important
social, political and economic contributors Lo sociely rarely appear in the news. Their range of
coniribution is not reflected in the media. There is also & characteristic segmentation of women
according 10 class and positions in society. Favourablie coverage may be given 10 women in high
political positions, while other individuals are reporied about when they are in a controversial
situation with men or children. Women are only bundled up as an ‘interesiing’ sector when the
issue is rejated to a call to women to participate in the development of the nation. Trendy
references 10 women are project and seminar related, as if bevond that, women have been
redundant. In this case, they get o the press when an imporiant government official, especially

a man and a big donor, particularly foreign, talks about or addresses women.

Lastly, the press portrays the women's movemen! in Uganda as negative. The press contests the
teadership of the under-privileged poor women against the ‘privileged’ rich and educaied women.
This is in the form of direct atiack on the women’s movement as foreign and unimportant as a
strategic need for change in the Ugandan society. Feminism is associated with neo-colonial
exploitation and an economic 100l used by the educated and high class women to exploit the
majority of the rural and low class uneducaled women. The, press, thus claims to champion the
interests of the majority of rural women. This is very demobilising for women and leads to

Increased isolation and divisionism amengsi women.

1.3 JUSTIFICATION

Images of women portraved have implicalions on the siatus of individual women and the
women's movement in Uganda. A negative press might frustraie woman's struggle to get out of
the subordinate patriarchal sitsation.  Government poelicies which are oriented towards
empowering women as strategy for national development could also be bogged down. Yel the
press might have an interest in promoting distorted images of women because the current

poriraval sells the newspaper. The women's movement could therefore, design strategies in
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counteracting the image of women in the press in & way thal may not be undermined by the

invelved interested parties.

1.4. RESEARCH STIONS AND OBJECTIVES.

The study raises questions as to the nature of women’s representation in the Ugandan press. The
questions atlempt 0 locatle the major areas of fragmeniation of reality about women. Which
images of women, {or example, are reflected in the Ugandan press and what implications do these
images have on the empowerment of women? Lastly, the challenge will be to discover possible

strategies that could be employed to improve women's representation in the media.

The first objective is 1o analyze the way women are represented in the press and the implications
this could have on the development of women. The study will suggest alternatives through which
the image of women in the press could be improved 10 suit the needs and development goals of
the society. It is hoped that the readers and the writer will be more selective and critical in their
reading of the newspapers, and be aware of the inherentideological biases In newspaper reportage
which may be taken for granted. Finally, the study will make a contribution 1o the
documentation of information and empirical data parucularly on the media, women and

development issues in Uganda, aboul which very litle analytical information is available.

1.5, ODOLOGY

By objective and method the paper's analysis is built from a stand which is heavily influenced by
personal exposure to feminist theories and praclice, and experience from interacting and working
with the press and with women in Uganda. The actual work experience puts me in a conflicting
professional position. I have lived through and felt the powers and tensions involved throughout
the course of my work, and as a result ] tried very much to devise an appropriate siand point
{unsuccessfully 7} all throughout the analysis, which would have as minimum a bias as possible
in the circumstances. The {irst nature of conflict stems [rom my experience as a journalist trying
10 follow the professional conventions on what is news worthy and what is not. I have learnt to
accept that what makes news is most of the times what is anti-social. In other words, what sells
is ‘bad’ or ‘negative’ news such as scandals, disasier and the exiraordinary or entertaining. The
second nature of professional conflici stems from my work as editor of ACFODE. I believe and
support ACFODE's concern about the media’s misrepresentation of women and in the strategies
taken by some women’s groups 10 change the image of women in the media. However, it is also
afact that talking about daily routine of the things women do might not withstand the competition
for news coverage, unless, women arc involved in a controversial situation. Lastly, irrespective
of the biased coverage of women, The New Vision, in particular, and Weekly Topic are

commendable [or their opennecss to women's suggestions and particularly in setting up columns
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specifically on women's issues. How does one compromise the conflicting feelings without either
bordering on advocating for propaganda for women or without 1aking advantage of the women’s
disadvantlaged position in society in order 10 compete favourably on the news market; or without
sounding unfair 1o each or some of the initiatives?  Finally, ] decided 1o take a feminist stand
point in the study. Firstly because of my exposure to feminist theories in the past twelve months
and my convicuions for a need to question the power incqualities inherent in gender relations and
in media coverage. Because ] have been invelved in the historic preocess on which this study is
based, the methodology of the study is more of pariicipatory in its analysis than objective in the

traditional sociai science sense.

The study, 1n order 10 trace the ideclogy in media discourse adopis Bob Hodge’s (1979) methed
that ideology can be detecied by direct interviews with the agents of news such as journalists or
the editor (if he/she could be sincere), checking the official editorial policy or examining the
maierial outpul of the newspaper. This paper picks on the last of the methods, 10 analyze the
content partly because it is the acwal end product of the newspapers that gets 1o the readers and
partly because the newspaper content was reliably and easily available 10 me. The content is
considered a real measure of actual transmission of ideology aboul women. The writer is given
responsibility for the text he or she produces. The usage of the 1ext is based on the assumption
that the source of the stery bears an ideclogy with the writer as the carrier. In Uganda, the
official policy, the editors’ beliefs and the material content may be in contradiclion with one
another. The analysis uses the idea of the frame as advanced by Ryan {1991), which is a notion

of ordering of information into a coherent story. Framing is said 1o be:

‘a process of interpreting seiected events... of creating events, of signifying, from
the pool of daily occurrences, what is important. Strupgles over framing decide
which of the davs many happenings will be given significance.”
( p.33).
Frames are said to have "ideological inertia on their side’. Ryan argues that; frames may imply
distortion or a ‘value~laden ordering process’, and may not be ‘cautiously or deliberately
constructed, but operaie as underlying mind sets that prompt one 1o notice elements that are

familiar and ignore those that are different’.

Data collection and analysis

The study is based on analysis of primary daiwz and {rom newspaper stories on women publishéd
in The New Vision and Weckly Topic in 1989 and 1990. This is because the two are dominant
in the country and have shown some interest in women. In the words of Adewa Lemaja~
Pearce(1992}, "Of all the English-language newspapers currently published in Uganda, only The

New Vision and Weekly Topic deserve the name of newspapers, properly speaking.”
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The two years of analysis allow a three years period of grace in which the woman guestion has
been politically glorified. The years after the NRM government iakeover and their influence on
woman is reflecied in the practices of both the newspapers and the active nature of the women's
movement. The material is composed of all stories whose subject was women from two years of
a daily newspaper of about 12 pages (then) and two years of a weekiy newspaper of 16 pages. For
clearer perception of the institutional set up of the newspapers, the study involved interviews
with the news ediior. the personnel adminisirator of The New Vision newspaper and with the
Editor-in-Chiefl of Weekly Topic. Secandary data from libraries and other documents connected
with women and the media, published or not, speeches and seminar reports will supplement the
analysis. The research {urther Incorporates sirategies used by selected women's groups in Uganda
to change women’s image in the press. The classification of articies in the study was based on the
most recurring subjects as the major variables for the study. Quantitative content analysis of the
1wo newspapers is done not mainly as evidence of a problem bui more as an illustration of the
extent of priority interests of the press as opposed 10 those of women and development strategies.
A special quantitatve category recorded is of stories which have appeared on the pages run by
women, as an alternative press to improve the image of women. Qualitative analysis of the stories
on the 1wo pages is not done partly because of the posiuve intentions of the page and due to
bmiwations of time and space. This is not 10 sav thiét the pages do not have their problems.
Qualitative analysis will also be done on sclect steries for purposes of answering the major
research questions. Mujor focus for guantiwative analvsis is direcied at The New Vision while the
qualitative aspect will feature more on Weekly Topic, especially in the last half of the study. This
analysis will employ theoreucal indicators of the negative position of women identified in the

conceptual analysis.

Scope and Limitations

The study due to time and space will be limited 10 two newspapers in the country and two years.
These are assumed 1o be a good representation of the Press in the couniry because of their
frequency, circulation and interest in women's issues. Limitauons include the fact that some
aspects of the study might have been more revealing if the rest of the information which did not
focus on women was collected for comparative purposes. But this was not possible due to logistical
problems. Hence, only stories whose subject is women will be analyzed. Due to the limited time
and space, very few selecied stories will be qualiatively assessed. Lastly, the period between
collection of the material and analysis is rather long, which means that some issues might have
changed by now. While it is beyvond the time and scope of this paper io measure the effect of
distorted images of women on the reader, the analysis underscores the crucial role played by the
intermediary, or reporter, in transmitting ideclogy 1o the reader and possibly shaping the character

and perceptions of society about women. [ am also aware that I cannot measure the effect of the
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actual stories on the writer in the process of colleciion. The limitauons have one advantage: they

are potential areas for fulure research.

Chapter two is a theoretical discussion of the political position of women in society, how power
and ideology are used to represent versions of reality about women and the women's chances to
conlest this position. Chapter three [eatures on the quantitative portrayal of women in the press
while Chapter Tour concentrates on a gualitative analysis of press coverage of women's topical
issues. Chapter five is a discussion of the strategies used by women to contest the image portrayed
in the press. Chapter six is a summary and conclusion which synthesises on the manifestations of
power and ideology in the findings of the swudy and their implications on the development of

wWomen.



CHAPTER TWO:
THEORETICAL FRAME: WOMEN'S POLITICAL POSITION

Different philosophies explain the universal nalure of the political position of women in society.

A common denominator of all is the outstanding universal aspect that women, occupy a secondary
position 10 men, while men, occupy a much privileged position in society. By implication, this
male privilege is a highly contested political position. Political in this case is considered to be in
relationship 1o the imbalance in terms of power and decision making, resource allocation,
representation, and equal opportunities { See Randall: 1982; Pateman: 1989,1988; Smart: 1989;
Mackinnon: 1989; Rogers, B: 1981; Ryan, C:1991).

The media in Uganda is influenced by patriarchy ideology which reflecis a position of unequal
power relationship. By implication, women enter the media at a much lesser fooling determined
by the low status society accords them. This chapler examines the consiruction of power in the
media in relation 1o i1s rele in spreading fragmented versions of reality. The first part of this
chapter focuses on the discussion of patriurchy as a social construcuion. The second part deals with
& theoretical analvsis of media power, ideclogy and the construction of reality. Indicators of
these meanings in this study are the practcal and ideological perceptions of women’s work, the
sexual division of labour and i1s relation 1o women’s culiural image, imporiance of gender
interests, meanings attached 1o feminism in the Ugsandan conext and the socio—-economic and
political approaches to the development of women in the country. The concepis are analyzed in
order o trace manifestation of power in the mainstream media discourse and the available spaces

for women to contest for adjustments in power relations.

2. 1. PATRIARCHY AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT

The original conception of patriarchy was in relation te a society ruled by men, or feudal rule of
the father as head of the household over "his women, children, labourer and servants”, writes
Dahlerup (1987, p. 93). Common usage of patriarchy revolves around what is classified as the:

authority of male head of the family, whether in its extended or its nuclear form.
( Randali: 1982; p.16).

Randall argues that broad definition of patrigrchy would featurc on both male ‘dominance’ and
‘supremacy’. Her own usage of patriarchy is on these (wo levels: supremacy as a form of male
power stemming from the authority of the lather or male household head. Dominance is
interpreted as ‘male power over women as a whoie'. Male dominance at the household and private
level is accordingly projected into the public world where women participation is very minimal
duc to cultural barriers. The male privilege denotes power which is said 10 be political. Patriarchy
is a concept in which power and politics are linked and the only one which:

refers specifically 1o the subjection of women, that singles out the form of



political right that men exercise by virtue of being men,
(Pateman: 1988; p.20)

Power over women is echoed by Mackinnon (1989; p.35) as ‘unchecked’, ‘unlimited’ and is a
‘maldistribution’. She points 1o sexuality and economics as central 1o the women’s condition.
Specific allusion is made to bioclogy and psychology, and control of women's consciousness as a
basis of patriarchal power. Patriarchy may also refer 1o material relations of production, whose
material base 1s the conirol of women's labour power (Omvedi1986). Patriarchy involves
structures which deny women their natural and civil freedom. The dominant point of agreement
by feminists as to why women are not involved in the actual running and policy making in state
matters is thal women in society lead a binary life and are more prominent in only one area: the
private sphere (Randall:1982; Burton:19835; Hartman:1981; Sassoon:1987 and Pateman:1988, 1989).
The second sphere, the public, represents the political. The private is apparently representative
of the social, domesuc and household situation.  The exient of women's mediation between the
home and public activity, is a complex life experience which is dependant on differential aspects
and needs of women and the power relations of the sociely in which they live. This paper adopis
the argument that the two spheres are interdependent and cannot be separated (Pateman: 1985,
p-4). The domination of women is argued by Pateman Lo be based on the ‘sexual contract”. To
Fateman, the sexual contract is:

a principle of social association and one of the most important means of creating
social relationships, such as the rejztionship between a husband and a wife.
(1988, p.3).

The observation and application of the contract is therefore said 1o favour the male side of the
agreement. Women are as a result subjects of the contract. She argues that women are regarded
as men's ‘special Kind of property... that individuals are held 1o own in their persons’. This
apparently gives men command over women and is further the root cavse of deniai of women’s
natural freedom, on which civil freedom is constructed. The command and domination of women
is manifested in the institutionalised and social state set up. The staie, according to Pateman,
enforces society’s agreements ( social contract) made by individuals (men) who are regulated by
civil law. This social contract which involves intervention of civil freedom, equality, contracts
and individuals, Pateman adds, is the foundation {for the public sphere. The equivalent of the
imbalance is mirrored in the historic formation of Uganda as a state. Uganda as a neo—colonial
state is composed of heterogeneous ethnic groupings with a variewy of culiural norms, beliefs an;l

interests.'  The constitution in Uganda is discriminatory®. The patriarchal nature of Uganda's

1State formatien and consequent constitutional fermulation was a negotiation between former
coloniser, Britain and a male only leadership at the time. The common fear from the African side was the
official erosion of ethnic traditional autonomy, especially in local political matters, The compromise
during the negetiations was to make tradition a major aspect of the newly formed comstitution (see Morris
and Read: 1966). Traditienal stiryctures were abolished in Uganda particularly the traditional rulers and
kingdems. The comstitution has been abrogated, revoked, reinstated and aboiished since independence in 1962
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society is reflected through the laws, policies and the tradition. The usage of patriarchy as a
concept in this paper will not stress its historic origin as a the rule by fathers. Emphasis will be
placed on its manifestation as a power over women and as an idecology guiding daily relations and
beliefs of the Ugandan civil society, and how patriarchy denies women civil freedom and access
to resources and decision making. Patriarchy is used 1o imply politics, power relations, material
resource control and control of women’s labour. The result would be both ideological and actual
political, social and economic dominatien of women. Patriarchy is used as an ideological indicator

of versions of perception of women by society, which are part of media discourse in Uganda.

2.2 WOMEN'S WORK AND THE SEX1JAI DIVISION OF LABOUR
Patriarchy is manifested through different siructural arrangements which determine the position
of women. A major indicator of patriarchy is the construction of sex and gender roles during
socialisation of boys and girls. Society has construcied the biological differences into a socially
constructed sexual division of labour. The two determine the kind of social expeciations from
women and men by society. They are both moral and social indicators of women’s importance and
act as a point of reference on which women are judged. Society perceives sex and gender as
identical. And vet pender roles, are determined by culiure rather than biology and may, 10 a
cerlain extent, be deiermined by sexual characieristics {Rogers: 1981). Sex, according 1o Rogers,
18 physical while its role is biclogical. It is the divisions attached that are ‘cultural interpretations
of physical differences’, which accrue from learned behaviour, a view advanced by Fried] that
There is littde physical determinism about which gender performs which role, apart from
pregnancy and childbirth. (cited by Rogers, 1981, p.12 from Ernetine Fried}, Women and
Nen: An Anthropologist’s View. NY, Holi, Rinehert and Winston, Basic Anthropelogy
Units, 1973).

Sexual diviston of labour functions by a structural principle which makes different women'’s tasks

into unpaid ‘women’s - house - work’ while men are allocated paid work ( Bennholdi-Thomson:
1988). Lack of wvalidation of women's work and its payment, on the part of modern society,
results into the cheapening of women's contribution. Economic approaches to women's work are
influenced by Marxist analysis of household labour which is in terms of ‘use value’ and ‘exchange
value’ production. The fact that women’s labour is used up within the houschold and is unpaid
(use value) is made 10 cheapen women's contribution, while paid labour (mostly men’s} which has

market value is regarded as produciive.

and is currently undergoing a process of reformulation by the masses. However a constant factor throughout
these political process that has not changed at all is the issue of patriarchy and custemary practices which
oppress women.

zniscrimination in the Ugandan tenstitution (1947) is interpreted to mean unequal treatment of any
perscn on grounds of ‘race, tribe, place of origin, political cpiniens, colour or creed' {Article 20, pp.
18 - 2D}. Excepticns on where such a law may apply are with respect to adeption, marrisge, divorce, burial,

devolution of property...customary law etcetera.
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Mackiniosh (1981) also argues that sexual division of labour, perpeluaies women’s subordination
by men, society and the state in both paid and unpaid work. This division implies that women
work for men, and therefore, is one of the reasons that place men in a superior position
(Hartmann, 1981). Women are relegated to a subordinate position which, according to Hartmann,
has caused the problems in the family, the labour market, the economy and society. The

argument Is supported by Mackinnon’ critique that

If women's work produces male labour power, housewives are an undiscovered

sector of the working class whose product is expropriated and sold by man in the

act of selling his own labour power as a commodity in the market place...
(1989, pp. 67~8).

In formerly colonised countries, among which Uganda is one, Bennholdi-Thomson argaes that
the housewile was created by the church, legislation, medicine and in the organisation of the
workforce for capital.  Judgement on a women's usefulness in many cultures is based on how
much work or how phyvsically hard working a woman can be. Women's over-work is said to have
negative efTects on women's healih, retards schooling of girls, damages nutritional status of
woemen and their families and prevents women {rom participating in any kind of local decision
making (Pietila & Vickers: 1989, p.17). The concept of women’s work and the sexual division
of labour is relevant in this paper in order to assess ideological meanings attached to women’'s
productive and reproducuve contribution o socicty  and ihe implications of women's
advancement. Sexual division of labour within the household is discussed in relation to its

implications for internal and external control of women'’s resource power; a control which may

be maniflested in form of individual, community or stale powers.

Different ethnic groupings in Uganda may differ in their cultural percepiion of women. Culiure
in this case is used to mean "the practice of every day living' (Brown : 1990). The daily practices
encompass social values attached to productive and reproductive power relationships. Of specific
interest to this study, are the assumplions cencerning social sanctions and terms of reference in
which women are allowed 10 participate within the social set up of the cultures in Uganda. For
example, culture in gender terms in Uganda, may be defined as ‘man’s embroidery on nature’ {
Kabwegyere:1991), An ideal example, according to him. is said 1o be women who have been
embroidered culturally to permanently fit traditionally into certain roles. Cultural distortons
about women are common, for example;

... culturally all negative things in the home are attributed to the woman while the
positive ones are 1o the man's credit. 11 all the children belong to one sex, it is the
woman's [fault; sterility and perpeiual child deaths are also solely blamed on the
woman, and so does duliness or stupidity and other terms of objectionable
conduct. (Kabwegyere: 1991,
p. 183).
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Another example are the conventional legacies which f{ragment society’s perception and
internalisation of women’s image. These include stereotyped labels such as, women are "weak and

won

vuinerable”, " a source of evil and conflict”, "to be seen and not heard”,

"

part of men's property”
and " family beasts of burden” (Matembe:199]1).  Some customs, according to Maitembe, may be
detrimental to women, but are mainiained on the pretext thal they are acceptable in the society,
irrespective of whether the women derive any benefit from them or no.. Above all, a woman is
expecied to be able 1o produce children, preferably males because of the material benefits
involved in property rights. Both customary laws and the state gives jegal preference to patrilineal
inheritance®. In some cultures, women are led into asserting their womanhood, according to
Kabwegyere, through reproduction even at the risk of their lives, due 1o cultural distortions which
degrade women Lo being mere machines of reproduction, thus shattering their self - image and
sense of individualism. Many children are culturally treasured as a source of labour and a social
security for the old parents. Such a culiure which puts a high premium on childbirth, according
10 the same view, has implications which put a high premium on maternal death.* Women in
Uganda are expected to be chaste, humble, hard working, healthy looking, eicetera. (See Obbo:
1989). The contemporary cultural image of the Ugandan women is closely related to the socio~
economic and politcal background of the country. Regulation of some women into ideal models
in colonizl Upanda was done by formal and informal religious and educational institutions based
on the culture and ideology of the British colonial masters. The post colonial culwural image of
women in Upanda was manifested in an anii-imperialist and miliary coalition which diciated
women's way of dressing in the 1970s, under the pretext of preservation of Ugandan culture.”
A law was passed which banned women from wearing mini skirts or dresses, trousers, tight attire,
or make up, wigs ¢ic. This image has now been internalised by sociely even afier the military

regime®.

SSuccession {Amendment Act) Decree 1972, Ch. 13% says about the legal heir {in case of ‘equality’
amongst the deceased relatives), that “s male shall be preferred 10 a female”.

‘Materna% mortality rate in Uganda is 2.65 per 1.000 live birth excluding abortions (UNICEF:198%).

idi Amin‘s declaration which prohibited the wearing of certain dresses in public offices, Decree

Kumber ¢ of 1972. The pretext was that the garments exposed women ungracefully and thus "destroying
our{lbgandan} cuiture”, (see Halbach, 1973).

6 Recently women Journalists on two occasions were refused entry to the parliament buildimg by
security officers becasuse they were wearing trousers. The first time, the woman was going to cover
parliamentary proceedings. The second pecasion, s female University student was refused entry on her way to
interview a minister in charge of Presidential affairs, (The Weekly Topic,27/9/199%).
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Uganda has a contradictory dual legal system,’” with implications on matters of personal law in
the case of marriage and divorce laws. The law, as a resuly, sanctions the norm of the traditional
ideal woman. The cullural vaiues attached include economic regulation through the sanctioning
of brideprice, virginily before marriage, emphasis on procreation, polygamy and husbands
autonomy and wife submission®. Procreation has strong connotations of sexuality as
synonymous with sex as penetration, and male sexual szatisfaction. For example, many men,
according 1o Kabwepgyere (1991) believe that ‘sleeping with a woman without aiming at pregnancy
is a waste of time’. And procreation, among the ethnic groupings of Uganda, has its base in
marriage and a family. The family is upheld as a vital institution. The status of women within
the family situation needs 10 be questioned because 1t contribuies to women's subjugation in the
public and private spheres. Because of this consiruction, any vielation of family norms may be
highlighted by the press as extraordinary, and newsworthy. The sanctions are supposed 1o keep
women “in line” with society’s requirements.  This ‘cuhiural image’ of women in Uganda will be
considered in this paper as an indicator of the dimensions in which power is exercised directly and
indirectly over women(even by women through self censership) and how patriarchal ideology is

transmitted and perpetuated in the media.

2.4, WOMEN'S INTERESTS AND THIEE WOMIEN'S MOVEMENT.

Gender Interests

Women’s interests cannot be bundled into a form of ‘black box’, due to the different priorities and
hierarchies which exist among women and in sociely at large. Women's differences and interesis
may vary due to class, ethnicity, age and sociciy’s meanings attached to the gender relations, and
the level of development of 4 particular society. These interests have been summarised as ranging
from individual, women groups, community and national levels and beyond. It does not exclude
the fact that these interests might be in conflict. Gender interests on the other hand are said to

be those that

women (or men {or that matler) may develop by virtue of their social positioning
through gender auributes. Gender interests can be either strategic or practical,
each being derived in a different way and each involving differing implications
for women's subjectivity.

(Moser & Levy: 1886, p.7 on Molyneux:1983, p. 232)

?The first is the archaic patriarchal British law of marriage and divorce, the second is the

Customary law which is indirectly given a legal Censtitutional recegnition. There is also the Resistance
Councits (RC) and Committees Statute (1987) which functions as a2 form of grassroots secial and political
platform. RCs may also administer cases of civil nature.

8Customary Marriage Registration decree{1973) and Mohammedan Law (Chapter 213), allow men to marry
several wives.
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Stralegic gender interests are said to be derived from the analysis of women's subordination. Qut
of this, identification and formulation of a satisfactory allernative 1o the organisation of society,
is said 1o be derived, in terms of the structure and nature of relationship between men and
women. Guidelines to the formulation of strategic objectives 1o overcome women's subordination
may include varying ethnical and theoretical criteria, which may be culwurally specific, according
10 Molyneux. Stratepic objectives may include abolition of the sexual division of labour,
alleviation of the burden of domesiic labour and childcare and the removal of institutionalised
forms of discrimination. They may further include, according 1o the analysis, the establishment

of political equality and adoption of measures against male violence and control over women.

Practical interests on the other hand. according o Molyneux’s argument arise from the concrete
conditions of women's positioning by virtue of their gender within the division of labour. The
practical interesis are accordingly, a response 10 an immediate perceived need which are identified
by women in specific contexts. Inadequacies in Hving conditons which women face on a daily
basis, for example, may not directly require immediate strategic goals as would be required in
issues as women's emancipation or gender inequality. Practical stratepies, however, can be used
to achieve strategic goals or vice versa. Practical strategies are said to be more accepted because
they do not challenge prevailing forms of subordination even though they arise directly out of the
imbalance (Moser & Levy, 1986, on Moelvneux: 1983). Moserand Levy (1985) argue that emphasis
on anti-poverly and wellare approaches to women’'s problems increase women’s burdens because
they do not consider the rest of the responsibilities women have outside preject and community
obligations. The Maxine Molyneux divide of sirategic and practical gender interests in this
paper’s usage is constructed from a technically theoretical siand point. The dichotomy built by
the two approaches is nol visible from women's experiential standpoint. The terms are used with
a recognition of their reiational and interdependent co-existence in actuai experiences. The
approach is alsp used from an undersianding that practical goals require strategic notions to be
achieved (or frustraied) and vice versa. For example, an empowerment siraiegy 1o chanpe
attitudes about women necessitates a plan of action that is by implication a practical strategy. For
women (and men) in real life experiences, the differences may not be visible, feasible or even
impacted the same way. The practical and gender interest approach is used in this paper, as an
analytcal guideline 10 unmask the complexities involved in the day to day approaches to women’s
programmes. The divide, theorgtically, sheds light on the various levels of negotiation and the

interests of the different subjects and parties involved in the press discourse,

2.5. FEMINISM TN UGANDA

The analysis of feminism uses Griffin’s (1989} orientation thal feminism is not a unitary category

with a consistent set of ideas within a readiiv ideniifiable boundary. She argues that the concept
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is continually under 2 process of negotiation.  Feminism according to the argument cannot be
measured in quantitative terms, and is therefore best situated within a specific context. The term
is said to be interrelaied to gender. The experience of being female, Griffin argues, may also vary

with class, age, race, sexualily and region and must also be undersiood in a social historic process.

Stratepic objectives, according to Molyneux, are generally considered "feminist”, because of the
‘level of consciousness required 1o struggle effectively for themy'. Key aspecis in this definition
are the "objectives” labelled "feminist”, and the "consciousness” implied as a vehicle to feminism.
By implication the argument does not consider the means 10 the aulainment of the objectives as
feminist. Hence, the fact that women are involved in an ongoing struggle, implies that feminism
1s nov a process bui the *utopia’ women siruggle for. The other side not considered by Molyneux's
definition is that consciousness raising however intangible, creates needs, not previously aware
of, (derived from "obiectives"} that may require practicai solutions. Feminism in this paper and
in the Upandan context is used as process and means direcied towards an end realised by
achievement of women's differential interests. The process is considered within a context in
which resources, 1o enable women to achieve their goals, are constantly contested and negotiated

with the underlyving powers in the struggle (Grif{in:1989).

Women's issues in Uganda are constantly dealt with from contradictory perspectives, both of
which claim to aim at the ultimate achievement of a beiter status for women. Two opposing views
in Uganda, are on one exireme, that discrimination against women is not oniy deirimental to the
individual or female groups concerned but also deny society a chance to realise its true potential
since half of its human resources remain under-utilised (Kakwenzire:1990). The opposite view,
accordingly held by the rest of the population, looks at the emancipation of women as part of the
overall emancipation of the rest of the African continent and others in the Third World, from
social econemic backwardness. Singling out women as a special 1arget group, according to the
view, may undermine the national struggle for emancipation. The argument echoes a marxist
approach 10 the women question where the lauer is disqualified as less important than the class
divisions. Feminists critiques of Marxism feaiure on the latier’s being sex-blind, particularly in
overiooking the differences between men and women under capital, women's oppression as a
gender and l'or not recognising the vested interests men have in the continued subordination of
women. (Hartman:1981). Such views are not peculiar only 10 Uganda but are common in various
liberation struggles in which women have participated worldwide. ( See Maxine Molyneux (1985)
on Nicaragua or The Africa National Congress [ANC] ). In Uganda, the second view, according
to Kakwenzire peints negatively to the urban women's organisations that they are,

dummy organisations who hold otherwise busy women with oo much of officialdom and
its attendant vices, and who serve to sustain foreign manipuiation of African women folk.
(The New Vision, September 26. 1990).
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The official approach 10 women’s interests in Uganda is oriented towards both appreoaches. One
dominant approach aims at the satisfaction of women’s needs with emphasis on practical
equipment of women with economic resources. The NRM Government acknowledges that the
involvement of women in the development process ‘is not a matier of ethics but of good
economics’( Kasirye on Museveni, in WID:1890). Government policy aims at:

"strengthening the position of women in the economy by raising the value and
productivity of their labour and by giving them access 10 and control over
productive resources. By productive resources ! mean land, capiial, credit, seeds,
fertilisers, wools, water, energy, education and information”

{ Museveni, in WID:1990)

Despite the favourable government changes for women, slate legisiature is basicaliy discriminatory
10 women. Limitations of time and spacc will not allow analysis of the patriarchal nature of
Ugandan laws. Women's organisations and the women’s movement are, continually {rustrated by
emphasis on this approach because in reality, 1dectogical barriers hamper the achievement of
practical needs. For example, stratepies to credit facilivies for women may not succeed, even for
the government or other implementers, if women do not have legal access to land or security. The
third related approach. is a grudging official acceplance of women's demands which has its basis
in ihe establishment of the NRM, firstas a guerriila movement and secondly as a government. The
approach is bascd on ideological beliefs and contradiciions with the practical reality within the
cultural set up of the Ugandan socicty. As a guerilla movement, the NRM? leadership was in
principle aware of and opposed 10 women's discrimination and oppression (Karagwa-
Byvanvima:1992). Butin practice the NRM leadership did not speak out apainst male domination
of women becausc:

Some of the leaders of Lhe resistance ook the view that 11 was dangerous Lo
highlight women’s particular oppression within the larger, imperialist system
because this could divert and divide the strupgie. Some leaders believed, therefore,
that in order 1o avoid the mistake of ebscuritism 1t was necessary, at least for some
time, 1o subordinate women's problems 1o the larger struggle for national
liberation. Others believed that the exploitation of women by men would end once
neo-colonialism was abolished and a natienal self-susiaining economy was
gstablished. Since men more than women were required on the baitlefield, the
leadership did not want to alienate men by directly attacking their domination of
women. Also as the leadership was predominantly male, neither could it be
pariicularly sensitive 1o women’s desire for equal paruicipation in the struggle and
bevond, nor could it fully appreciate the problems that limited women’s
involvement
(W. Karagwa~Byanyima: 1992, p.140)

The above conflicts and mixed views are derived {from the sirugele for the NRM 1o satisfy the

4 The contradictory perceptions of women's emancipation started as early as the NRM guerilla

struggle in Uganda in which women participated both militarily and otherwise. The war is said to have
provided an opportunity for women's political agrivity. See W.Karagwa-Byanyima{19%2} for full analysis of
women's struggle in National iiberation in Ugands.
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varipus interests and powers involved in the movement and without compromising its own
position, or alienating any of the interesis. The benefits for the NRM from male domination are
reaped {rom the support for the more physically and militarily powerfui forces, both in the
practical and ideological sense. The contradiclory nature in which women are treated is translated
into conflicts involved in day to day running of women's aciivities in Uganda. Grudging
acceptance of women's demands by the government, which in itself is an indication of negotiation
and positive steps for women, is said 10 be linked with the realisation that the mobilising power
of women, is important for both socio-economic change and {or the government’s own political
strength (Kakwenzire:1990).

Women thus continue to demand that their rights must be observed in the constitution, by taking
appropriate action with regard to the laws, institutional arrangements, cuitural practices and
attitzdes which discriminate againstand disadvantage women. They demand personal development
and advancement by acuons which expand women’s opporiunities 1o contribute to and benefit
from the national and disinict development policies and programmes; economic seil -reliance by
increasing the range and lostering of women's money generating enterprises throughactions which
encourage economic activity and increase access Lo economic resources and support struciure; and
full participation in decision making by actions which promote the participation of women in the
political and government processes, leadership and policy formuiation at ail levels (Kasirye on
WID:1990). Some of the demands have been met by the esizblishment of the women’s ministry.
The minisiry was & result of women's political pressure on government in order for the women
10 have access 10 the making of legislation that can remove official discriminatory state aws and
policies. Buw calling for equal treatment of men and women provokes resistance from the

different interest groups which claim to know priority needs of women.
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2.6 _MEDIA POWER, IDEOLOGY AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF REALTTY.

Many scholars and researchers in media-related fields believe that the media plays a crucial role
in the perpeluation, transmission and shaping of ideology of a particular society.. Of particular
interest 1o this section is van Dijk’s (1989) analysis of siructures of discourse and power and the
importiance of ideclogy inshaping realities in the media. The first approach is a social scientist
view which. according to van Dijk, {5 macro-criented and involves a general and integrated
analysis of dimensions of power, in its relation 1o class, institution or group. The second is a social
linguistic approach in which language is used 10 assess i1s usage in discourse. The third approach,
adopted by van Dijk, combines the two approaches. The approach adopted by van Dijk is
emphatic on collectivity and group approaches as opposed to individual forms of power and
ideology. Unlike van Dijk, this study re-enforces the polental of individual power in the

coliective make up of power and construction of ideclogy of social groups.

A new approach 1o the concept of ideology, advanced by van Dijk (1989), is based on a separation
of ideology as not merely a sel of beliefs and auitndes. practices or institutions but as a form of
social cognition. van Dijk excludes sysiems of individual beliefs or opinions, and puts emphasis
on those of members of social {formations and institutions. He argues that the concept involves
*‘group or class "consciousness” which may not necessarily be explicitly elaborated in an ideological
svstem on which the social economic, political and culiural practices are rooted. The group

members are said 1o ensure that their class interests are in principle optimally accomplished.

Power in this paper will be used as a relational phenomenon (van Dijk:1989, Cleg:198%). The
manner in which properies of power arc maniflested, from van Dijk’s analysis, are in two
contesting forms. One point of view uses a sei of properties in which power i1s from a hierarchical
top to bottom influence. The other view relates power to its form as a resistance against the
established social order. Properties in the first calegory, according to the argument, include social
power which is relational and interactive. It mav also inhibit or limit interaction because of conirol
by agents and limitations of social freedom. There is social power which is said to be indirect and
resuliing, from dominant groups which may offer self -censorship. Another property of power,
van Dijk argues, is connected 1o practical and material resources which guarantee privileges of
the dominant class. The dominant class likewise guarantees and guards their material resources.
There is also a power which is a form of consensus building and involves making the interests of
the dominant class known. In addition, conflicts within the dominant class due 1o the member’s
differential aspects, may result in differences in interests. The conflict may for example, be based

on sharing of scarce resources, either on individual level. gender interest levels or other grounds.
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2.7. SPACES FOR WOMEN'S POWER

The second calegory of properties of power identified by van Dijk feawure on aspects of

resistance, to the dominant forms of power. The agens of power may have limited resources, or
may be dominant in onc social aspect and not the other. Power is also said 1o be exercised within
an ideological framework which may be allered. wvan Dijk maintains that power should be
analyzed in relation to forms of counter power. The existence of counter power is imporiant to
this study, because it of fers space for women'’s resisiance 10 the patriarchal order. Dominated,
groups and their members, according to van Dijk, are ‘seldom complelely powerless’. van Dijk
down plays individual power as not very relevant for systematic account of power in discourse as
a social interaction. In gender terms, individual struggies are vital in order for women to deal
with relational issues which are confronted and impacted privately. Gender relations of men and
women are in a state of unequal power relations which are manifesied in practical experiences and

cannot therefore, be relegated 1o the group struggle.

The potenual for women's abilivy 1o contest the dominant order 1s comained in Rosaldo’s (1974)
obscrvation that, while authority lezitimates the use of power, it does not exhaust it. He argues
that ‘actual methods of giving rewards, conwrolling information, excriing pressure, and shaping
events may be available to women as well as men'(p.21). By overlooking individual contributions,
van Dijk undermines the basis of mobilisation and group power since its manifestation depends
on individual membership and suppori of the larger group. The analysis borrows from the
resistance theory as advanced by Mary Ellen Brown in her analysis of Television culwre.
Resistance theory is said 10 be an overlap beiween the major strands of feminist psychoanalytic
critique and semiotics, which is 1o an extent similar 1o van Dijk’s approach. Both approaches deal
with power and resistance but one from a feminist point of view while van Dijk’s is premised on
power and discourse. Resistance theory, according to Brown, is a conception of language which
speaks directly and uniquely 1o the audience. The theory is comprised of;

2 body of work which address the issue of how ordinary people and subcultural
groups can resist hegemonic, or dominant pressures. and consequently obtain
pleasure from what the political, social and/or culiural sysiem offers, despite that
system’s contradiclory positions in their lves.

{ Mary Ellen Brown: 1990,p.12}

This paper is oriented towards resistance theory, basically, due to the crucial aim of proiesting the
dominant ideclogy and the fragmented versions in which women are represented or excluded from
the media. Women need 1o contest the versions of realily in the press because of possibilities of
weakening and demystification of the controliing forces. Cchen(1981) argues thai power is
maintained through symbolic mystification of events during the socialisation process and can
likewise be weakened if the process is neutralised. For example, the history of the ruling elite,

according 1o Cohen, shows that *when the symbols of their cult iose their potency’ and the outside
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worid learns 1o defer to them, ‘such elites lose their legitimacy and are likely to lose power'(p.4).
This may be the space for women’s empowerment. The forms of resistance power, among others
gathered from Clep’s {1969) analysis are two fold. The first kind of resistance may consolidate
itself as a new power, with a new relational field of [orce. The second kind of resistance is
targeled al the operations of power bul does not question the foundation in which power is
premised. Both forms of resistance offer room for women to sel up empowerment stralegies.
They are important in the establishment of women’'s alternative media both cutside and within the

mainstream media, and contesting contradictory versions of reality about women.

2.8 CONSTRUCTION OFF REALITY TN MEDIA DISCOURSE

The media as an institution of power is an ideal model for the transmission of the kind of ideology
which may suit the interests of the dominam groups. The versions of patriarchy ideology are
reflecied in the discourse depending on the naturce of interests involved in the ownership of the
newspapers, the reporters and the readers who susiain the process of news gathering. The
intricacies involved in the media construcuon of reality may be partly explained by Bob
Hodge's(1979) analogy of the community., Hodge writes that newspapers and other mass media
have a set of interrelated communities. The analogy of communities summarises the relationship
between the media and society and the nature of transmission of versions of reality in the media.
According to his argument

There is the community constituted by the act of communication, those who
produce the paper and those who read it There is also the community which the
newspapers ransmits or creates; the world it records, the images of social relations
and events involving peopic in its pages, and the community implied by the
content. Finally there is what we can call the real world, the world of people and
actions which are recorded accurately or inaccurawely, or ignored by the paper
concerned.
{Hodge:1979, p. 137).

Three distinciive supgestions for analysis of the newspapers, according 1w Bob Hodge, may
indicate the type of ideology transmitted. The {irst one is the newspaper version of the social
world, the second is the world it claims the version belongs 10 and lastly, the kind of people the
newspaper targets with the version. This creates poiential for exiraordinary fragmented coverage
of reality. Lack of acknowledgement of the other version of reality is also a form of distortion.
Distortion in this study is used in relation 1o its literal and figurative meaning '%. The idea of
distortion of reality is used Lo imply exclusion of other versions of reality about women, refusing

women access 1o the media and representing one dominant ferm of reality aboul women as

o Meaning as used by Ihe Dpuble Day Roget's Thesaurys in BDictionary Form, 1977, Double Day &
Company, inc, Garden fity, Kew York. This is interpreted as to misrepresent and misiead, misconstrue,
misstate, deceive, misinterpret, misquote, pervert, falsify, dissimilate, angle, stant, colour, garble and
marbie.
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representative of all other versions. These kinds of irregularities and changes in media content,
according 1o McQuail(1987) are built on the assumption that they reliably reflect some features
of reality a1 a particular moment in time. The degrec of pre-occupation with news reporis of a
paruicular incident, according 10 the same view:

indicates either an increase in these phenomenon, or a heightened awareness of
thesc as problematic, or a policy by those who hold power and inlluence over the
media 10 call attention 1o such matlers,

{McQuail: 1987, p.178).

McQuail maintains thai lack of preoccupation with a problematic phenomenon does not rule out
its exisient reality and therefore can be called auenuon 0. The atiention could also be called to
the communicalors or their organisations, according to MNcQuail, because the content reflects on
them. Since the content is chosen by identifiable groups and individuals, the argument is that
they may necessarily transmit their intentions, attitudes and assumptions about the society.
Likewise, the readers are assumed to know what they buy beflore they know what is in the paper

and in the process, the newspaper forms its own character and i15 own readership (Hodge:1979).

2.8.1 The role of the media.

The media. according 10 Ryan (1991). is an imporiant arena of ideological struggle in which social
forces contend to define an issue and 115 significance. The media consolidates power because its
one of the institutions in which ideology and 1deological praclices are organised{van Dijk: 1989).
Rvan argues thal power, control of resources and rules which shape social practices are at the core
of the struggle for media coverage. The media as a communicative medium covers dimensions
of cultural and social values. social relationships, distribution and receplion, organisational,
technological, economic and political Tunciions in society (See McQuail: 1983 & Ryan: 1991),

In a development context, communication plays a ceniral role in dissermnination of new knowledge
and skills, introduction of new wvalues, raising of aspirations and forging a sense of nationhood
(Kivikuru:1990: p.13}). The media also has potential for spreading propaganda and consolidation
of power, according to Kivikuru. It can raise consciousness and empower both the reader and the
writer. For exampie. the media can orpanise support, influence or create public opinion insiead
of just reporting it, according 10 Ryan (1991). Consciousness raising in this case is meant as * the
systematic attemp1 to break through ideological assumptions ' { Brown:1990). Empowermeni by
deconstruclion of ideology is used in relation to i1s aim, as anajyzed by Pietila & Vickers (1989),
as a source of building self confidence and assertiveness. They argue that the process of
empowerment entails more than awareness of alternatives, women’s rights and the nature of
requirements. According to them, empowerment involves the breakdown of powerful stereotyping

notions which cripple women {rom demanding their rights from the dominant authorities.
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2.8.2 Women's expeclations from the media.

Women's groups in Uganda recognised that the role women play in the country is not reflected
in the kind of information about women which is porirayed in the press. The media is recognised

as one of the social forces which can promote social change and development of a couniry.

Feminists groups say they recognised the media capacity to influcnce the public and opinion
leaders, to change attitudes. The staws of women, according to ACFQODE, for example, is
considered a barometer of real democracy. Hence, feminists understand that the media can be a
measure of democracy through free and lair representation of all interests in society. The groups
recognise that the media can as a result piay a liberating role for women(Arise:1991). The press
1s recognised as a vehicle 10 change people and 10 redress inequalities on sex grounds. Mary
Mugvenyi (1991}, outlined expectations of Uganda women from the press as including, creation
of confidence in Ugandans so thal they can believe more in a participatory, democratic and
meaningful development. The media, according 1o Mugvenvi, is expected to refleci the range of
contribution made by women in Society. The media is also expected 1o broaden social attitudes
towards women and women'’s attitudes about themsehves. Mugyenyi asserts that

By i1s portraval of women. the mass media can either impede or fpster women's
dignity and role in the development process. I women are portraved only in
traditional roles in the media. society and attitudes and women's expectations for
themselves will necessarily be conflined 1o these roles.

(Mugvenyi: p.10)

The media, according to Mugyveny!, would fosier women's education, literacy training, academic

and vocational training, dissemination of informaion and reduciion of women's isolation.
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HAPTER THREL

JHE PORTRAYAL OF WOMEN IN THE PRESS |
3.1 PROFILES OF THE NEW VISION AND WEREKLY TOPIC,

“The New Vision', is the third title of the Uganda government newspaper, founded in 1955 by
1

Lonrho as the Uganda Argus.' I1di Amin ook over the newspaper in 1972 under a new title,
Voice of Uganda. The newspaper was moulded into a propaganda mouthpiece for the government
until Amin’s fall when it was re-launched in 1979 by the then government as the Uganda Times.
The newspaper maintained its propaganda reputation until 1988 when it was inherited by NRM
government under a new name, The New Vision. Where as before the newspaper was subsidised
and controlied by the Minisiry of Information and broadcasting, it is currently a self-financing
and money generating Printing and Publishing Corporation. While the previous newspapers have
had a lot of government interference, there is an indication that the newspaper has some level of
autonomy from NRM government. There exists a certain level of self -censorship and some degree
of uncritical acceplance of certain government policies. For example, political editorials in the
newspaper according 10 a siaf{ member are strictly handled by the top editors while editorials on
other issues may be writlen by other members of the staff. The New Vision has still been 2 target

for government criticism. to a point of facing court charges from some government departments.

Weekly Topic is what would be described as a quality paper. 1t has a long history of resistance to
the diclatorial ferms of political power. The esiablishment of Weckly Topic in 1979 ook
advantage of Amin’s expulsion and the removal of censorship of the media. 1t was banned in
March 1981 for its sharp criticism of the Obote 1i government.'® The newspaper re~appeared
during the six months emergency peried between Obote 11 and NRM governments in 1985,
Weekly Topicis privateiy owned by two cabinet ministers in the present NRM government, which

could to an extent cause doubt on the newspaper's critical objectivily 1o some state policies.

The New Vision has a circulation of about 30,000 copies while Weekly Topic has 12,000. Both
papers are male dominated in terms of ownership and employment. In 1989 and 1990, average
employment of women in the editorial section was, for The New Vision, 2 women and 29 male
journalists, and 1 female sub ~editor compared 10 7 malce. The Weckly Topic employed one woman
in the two years and an average of 8 men in the editorial section. She was the only woman

reporier.

" Profiles of the two newspapers are built on information from the Index an fenscrship,

July/August 1992, vel. 2% No. 7.

12Miktcn Obote was prime minister of Uganda{1942-1966), President(1%66-1%71). The period is referred

to as Obote 1. He came back after the fall of ldi Amin and became president{1980-1%85). The second peried
is referred to as Obote 11,
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2. THE *WOMEN’S VISION' AND THE ‘DEAR SELLOR’

The New Vision pioneered the introduction of an exclusively women’s features page in 1988, The
establishment of the ‘“Women's Vision® pagc in The New Vision and the ‘Dear Counsellor’ column
in Weekly Topic was a practical and stratepic choice made by ACFODE after the realisation that
the media was an important aspecl in empowerment and emancipation of the public and in
changing atitudes about women. Two years later, the page was concretized by ACFODE's
establishment of the first developmenial women’s magazine, Arise which was a complete
alternative 10 the mainsiream newspapers. A lew other newspapers have recently introduced
columns on women. But they are not run by a women’s organisation. The ‘Dear Counsellor’, is
a legal counselling column run by ACFODE in Weekly Topic. Questions are invited from the
public, particularly women, aboul any legal problems. The most freguent issues raised are related
1o marriage, divorce, adopuon and affiliation, succession and inheritance rights. This column has
become very famous that the bulk of the requesis arc morce than the space offered in the
newspaper. Detailed analysis of the "Dear Counsellor” column and content analysis of the
“Women's Vision’ in this paper is not possible due 1o limitations of ume and space. The page is
discussed 1o iliustrate the inherent powers and possibilities and limitations of some of the women’s

strategles.

The objectives of the women’s page werce tc gather actvities of women in the country under a
common forum which would publicise the potential and contributions made by women to the
livelihood of Uganda. The page serves to educate the public about women, provide them with
information, and offer women a chance to exchange infermation about each other’s activities.
The page started as a monihly, later 10 a bi = weekly and is currently a weekly. The onus for iis
production lav on ACFODE. ACFODE was 10 provide an editer for the page from its own pay
rell. The organisation would also take semi-autonomous respensibility for the content, in terms
of collection, and selection of the material for publication. The New Vision would provide
training for the editor. The nature of stories agreed on were ai Jeast trouble shooting articles
which would awaken the public to the recognition of women. The page’s main focus was to be
well investigatled developmental Teature stories on women. The major emphasis was 10 be rural
women; their daily subsistence work in production and repreductive duties, the rural life, their
problems, chances for assistance and recognition of their coniribution 10 the economy. Secondly,
the page was 10 include a leature profile of al least one woman who would be an inspiring model
10 the rest of the society and especially 1o other women. Lastly, it would include networking
news which focused on short news items of women’'s activities. In principie, the page was not
objective aboul reportage on women. Stories which portrayed women in negative acts such as,
crimes were not carried on the page. Consumerist articles, which are typical of women'’s consumer

magazines, with topics such as bravty and lashion are also in principle not entertained on the
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page. The task was io make the page pro-women. withoul turning it into an obvious propaganda
forum for women. The page was to be ACFODE's responsibility in the collection of the stories,
editing and producing. The New Vision offered the space and guidance on journalistic and

editorial ethics.

3.3, STORTES PUBLISHED ON WOMEN IN WEEKLY TOPIC
The Weekly Topic newspapers, unlike The New Vision has a completely different approach 1o

coverage of women, in terms of contentand angle. While the ater basically emphasises news jtems
and events as they happen, the Tormer includes detalied coverage and discussion of events. The
difference is based more on the nature of the newspapers. The New Vision as a daily paper will
be interested in hard news which must come out immediately. Weekly Topic has a whole week
1o cover stories in detail otherwise they would report old events. Hence, it is more of a quality
paper while The New Vision is a popular press. Weckly Topic stories are more of investigalive

news features than actually brief events.
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FIGURE ONE: Weekly Topic nature of stories published about women:
1989 & 1990.
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The nature of stories published in Weekly Topic are classified according to the variables, also
apphed to The New Vision which are news storics on crimes against [emales, crimes committed
by women, activities of women, feature stories, public commentary and others of a general nature.
These develop a pattern of the newspaper’s preferred wopics of interest about women. A summary
of topics qualitatively reporied about women are illusirated in figure one. Weekly Topic runs
about 2,208 major stories in a year. In 1989, coverage of women amounted t¢ about only 4.6%
of the 1014l number of stories published. in 1990, coverage increased by almost twice as much to
8.9% of the 1o1al amount. The increase is aitributed to the fact that Weekly Topic started
consistentlv publishing, a women’s legal counselling column "Dear Counsellor” in March 1990,
The column since then 1ook up about 45% of the total number of siories run about women for the
rest of 1990,

3LISHED ABOUT WOMEN IN THE NEW VISION

In 1989, The New Vision published 238 stories about women, other than what appeared on the
women's page. The Women's page in the same veur run 184 stories. These were part of the
estimated 26,138 number of stories carried in a vear with an average of about 82 stories per issue.
Only 1.7 % of these stories were devoled 1o women as the subjects. The ‘Women’s Vision’
represented 0.7% of this amoumt white the rest of the 1% was published on the rest of the pages.
In terms of spuce. the “Women's Vision® page occupied 1.4% of one issue once a week in 1989.
By implication, in the whele vear, the stories which appeared on women’s page could be
collectively fit into only 5.4 full 12 page issues of the likes of The New Vision. Since the volume
of the newspaper has currently been increased, it means thai the percentage occupied by the
women's page has correspondingly decreased.  The most re~occurring subjects are depicted as
variables oui of these siories on women as the major points of analvsis in the paper. These are.
news stories on crimes against females, crimes committed by women, activities of women, feature
stories, commentaries and stories of general nawure. The assumptions are that the portrayal of the
subject and topics covered would be indicators of the level of perception of reality about women,
by the press. The extent of interest and bias in the stories is measured against the frequency of
the topics written about and by exclusion of other relevani topics on the development of women.
The nature of choice of opic under each subject variable would also determine the extent 10
which patriarchal ideology runs through the newspaper reality. For example, analysis of coverage
of women's activities will uncarth the type of people and events which a particular newspaper is
interested in. The newspaper interests have implications on their outlook about women and

therefore the kind of ideology the perpeluate or transmit to the reader.

Stories published about women; 1989,

The stories on women accounting for the 1% coverage in 1989 were published as indicated in the
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FIGURE TWO: The New Vision nature of stories published about
women: 1989 & 1990.

The most outsianding coverage was of stories of criminal nature which accounted for 53.5 percent
of the 1 percent of the siories published on women in 1989. The crime stories have a major
difference in that some have been heard in a judicial court of law while others never get there,
Most of these stories are anti-social with negative news. These can further be divided into two
types of stories, firsuy, of crimes commitied against females. which accounted {or 24.8% and
secondly, the stories which indicale crimes commitied by women (28.7%]) out of overall coverage
of crime. By implication, the single coverage of crime stories whose subject is female is directed
at women as offenders rather than women as the target of the crimes. The third nature of stories
frequently reporied in The New Vision involve activities performed by women. Women's
activities reported in 1989, amounted 10 25.6% of the coverage and were mostly connected to
women’s ‘involvement in the development process’. The stories covered public funciionsin which
women participated. The fourth calegory, classified as feature siories, took up 8.1% of the

stories. The feature stories are divided up according 1o major subject of focus which are
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recurrent. The [ifth category involves public commentaries on women related issues, which was
4.7%. The commeniaries also include the editorials which were written about women’s issues.
Lastly, there were siories whose subject matter was women but of a general nature (8.1%) and did

not exactly fit into the above classifications.

Stories published about women: 1990

In 1990 the stories carried by The New Vision about women, excluding the Women's Vision were
328. Women's Page stories increased by 12.3%. This was because in August 1989, the frequency
of the page increased from being a bi - weekly 10 a weekly page. But in 1990, due to the shoriage
of newsprint in the couniry, the newspaper reduced the volume iemporarily and the first casualty
was the women's page. Stories published on women in peneral increased to a mere 2% in 1990.
Women's page sitories were 0.8% of those. The rest of the stories which appeared about women,
amounted to only 1.2 %. The quantity of the coverage may not be indicative of major
improvements but the tvpe of topics had significance. The nawure of attention paid to women
changed especiallv in the coverage of crimes, women's activities, {eatures and public debate.

There was a general decrease in the coverage of women, with the exception of public commentary
and the stories of a gencral naiure which increased tremendously . Although the stories increased,

the rate of increase was nol remarkable. In general, the frequency of coverage declined.

3.5 STORIES ON CRIMES COMMITTED AGAINST FEMALES

The nature of crimes committed against Temales vary., The label ‘Temale’ is deliberately used in
order 1o include babies, children and aduh women. Generally, negative news stories whose
subject negatively affect women have been, for the purposes of analysis, classified as crime. The
crimes commitied against women are subdivided into those whaose source is the court room and
others from outside. The outside siorles involve crimes commiticd by other members of society,
especially men.  There are other criminal charges reporied which are of a general nature as
indicated in figure three below. Stories of crimes committed against females by members of
soclety varied in the reporiage in the newspaper. These accounied for 24.8% of all the crime
stories. They ranged [rom rape and delilement, murders, thefts, wife beatings, arson, forgery, and
violent accidents. The violent accidents included. for example, grenade bursts, or attacks by
animals such as cows or unexpiained deaths. The court cases indicate the nature of erime, which
in this case are dominated by rape and defilement.  In 1990 reportage on crimes committed
against females and not taken to court increased by 19%. The positive aspect of the increase is that
crimes against women were recognised by the media. Court stories of crimes commitied against
females registered a tremendous fall from 1989. Rape and defilement stories reduced by 56%.
Other types of stories of crimes about women heard in court however, increased six fold. There

was an indication towards positive recognition of assault of women, chargeable in court. There



SOURCE OF NEWS ON CRIME VS FEMALES
PERCENTAGE OF 1SE8S -
B0
50 - 0 00 -
e 2 friniels
s : e
5 S\}" 2 e ot :
4o ) s
%;:,2,5.:: ! _,x‘:;‘?::: : o
V:%'{-:: s e i
i NS AT RN e Y
g e Rk :
£ R s
i 30 - e o
[E} B B S ) d \ N
by B R
g DTS s
& f{;"?’f’:ﬁ 4 s
Lo T
20 %-:-'s:-b:;:v:nﬁw:x:- e
R R s
:
o M g
: : Lo
- - ). :.! -
ol : R
o 3 S
= 1 e
: Fimnls
0 " LRI
e
3 : e
5 e 0od S R OO0
ti=r b Orthers Fapesdef i lement (court) General [cowt)
i TURE OF STOREDS
[TrT 1eas

FIGURE THREE: The New Vision stories on crimes committed against
(vs.) females: 1989.

was also a registered decrease, in real terms, of about 11% in reportage of crimes against women.

Rape and defilement storics

The dominant level of coverage of delilement and rape have a source from the court. The stories
of this nature accounted for 30% of all the 1otal court news stories of crimes against femaies in
1989. These were either acquitials, conviclions or mere court hearings. Defilement cases
involved sexual assault of minors, from babies to young chiidren. Rape cases involved unlawful
sexual assaull of teenagers and adults.  Delilement stories accounted for 41.7% of the reported
cases and the rest were devoted io rape. However, less than hall the stories on rape were actually
about women. A single case ook up 62% of the rape siories. The case had a series of count
hearings in which a former Ugandan deputy envoy was alleged to have raped a fourteen and a half
year oid girl. The immense coverage of this trial was because of the status of the accused and his
position formerly held in government. The coverage was not necessarily due to the fact that a
woman was raped, but rather, the personality involved. One guarter of the rest of the rape stories
involved sexual assault of women who were above the age of fiflty.  For example, two of the

home news page stories carried the headlines that: ¥ Boy, 20, rapes 56 year oid women"” and "Man,
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25, rapes 80-year old woman”. Socially, women of that ape are not even expected to be sexually
active or auraclive for men. and let alone 1argets for geiting raped. Old women are post~
menopausal and as such not even considered ‘proper women' since they cannot bear children,
especially in a culwure in which sexual intercourse is highly related 1o procreation. Elderly
women are alse not culturally viewed as attractive and enucing, and especially not to young men.
The fact that a young man would rape an old women is an ideological probiem. The emphasis in
the siories was therefore not the personal offenses 10 the old women but the ideological twist
which farmed the entertainment aspect of ke age differences. The appearance of the contrasted
age groups of the ‘men’ on one side and ‘old women’ on the other, deliberately sets out to

dramatise the spectacie.

There is a peculiar distinction made of a 20 year old who is called a *boy’ and a2 25 year old a
‘man’. This Is open 10 all sorts of interpreiation.  In the first one, the emphasis on the ‘boy’
implies first that he is a minor and therefore, exoneraies him as if he is not responsible for his
actions. The emphasis on the "boy’ also gives un impression that an achievement has been made
by a ‘young® person over an adult. One cannol help suspecting that the headline implies a kind
of conguest over the old woman. The opposite impression is reflected in the envoy case, in which
the press fucks emphasis on the fact that the girl was only [ourteen vears oid. For example, some
of the stories were written under such headlines as "Rape viciim was girlfriend”, "Habib tricks
revealed”, "Hahib shouts in dock”, "Habib reveals love life”, "Habib shows girl's letter”, "Habib's
guard collapses” and many others.  There is an underlying acceptance that the relationship
between the envoy and the girl was acceptable and, 10 an extent, the girl was responsible for her
aciions. The girl, uniike the old women, was probably attractive and fertile such that ideologically,
the elderly man would be seen as jusiified in lusting for her, whereas the young man raping an
old woman would be hard put to justily, according to male ideology. In both examples women
were the targets of the crime. Although the repertage in both achieved some form of
sensationalism in order 1o entertain the readers, the ideological bias is more prominent in the old
women case, while in the envoy case the attraction is oriented towards power and authority.
Besides, there were very few cases in which the same kind of rape insiances of women in
acceplable sexually acive age are reporied aboul.  The stories are examples of different
interpretations of versions of reality of & situation which is impacied in a similar way but, based
on ideological bias and the interests of the newspaper. Women in acceplabie sexually active age
are almost absent {rom the news in 1989, Various reasons may be due to the existent barriers for

women lo deal with law enforcement officers. the gruelling court procedures and the social stigma
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3. The other explanation may be due to the fact that such incidents of

attached to such cases’

rape in which adulis in a sexually active age group are involved are not considered newsworthy.

6. STORIES ON CRIMES COMMITIED BY WOMEN
Of the 28.7 percent of the crime stories commilied by women, the dominant source of origin was
from the court, while a few others were from other paris of society. The stories of negative
nature involved crimes committed by women against other members of society, such as children,
men and other women., For the purposes of this analysis, the stories on crimes committed by
wemen are distinctly divided up imto three main categories almost similar to ones on crimes

against females, as indicated in figure four.
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FIGURE FQUR: The New Vision stories on crimes committed by women:
1989 & 1990.

The woman may be depicled as evil, especially in cases of child abuse and abandonment. The

subjects may also include quarrels with other women, witchcraft accusations, fights over men and

13 Usually, rape cases according te the Ugandan laws are difficult for a woman te prove. In many
cases, the woman is made to iook like she consented because of the way she was dressed, where she was and
what time it was. Sometimes the court requires proof of the degree of penetration.
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many others. The situation in 1990 was not very different. Stories about crimes committed by
women increased by about 9.5%. However, as a percentage of the overall stories on women, there
was a decline from 28% in 1989 10 24.7% in 1990,  In real terms, stories of crimes committed by
women, and whose sources were other than the court, as a total of all the crime stories increased.
Child abandonment and abortion stories reduced slightly, while stories from the court increased
by about 3%, from 198%. In genera} there was more coverage of women in court cases. The stories
published had a lot to do with the fact that some defendanis were women, ‘charged’, *jailed’,
‘fined’ etc. Inreal terms, criminal stories reported involving women in 1989 and 1990 remained

constant. It was the nature of the erimes reported whose emphasis changed.

Court stories on women’s crimes.

Crimes by women gel 1o the news more of ien than those commitied against women. A comparison
further indicates that although stories on women who commit crimes to other women(35.2%) are
iess than those committed against women by other members of society (48.4%), women'’s siories
in court are given more coverage than those committed by others against women. On the whole,
the newspaper gave a lo1 of coverage 10 inctdenis in which children were involved. The newspaper
gave 37.8% of coverage of cases of general nature in which women were defendants, unlike the
meagre 1.6% piven to men and others who commit crimes against females. There is a possibility
that criminal of fenses against women are not of interest 10 the newspapers. The possible reasons
for this nawure of newsworthiness may be based on ideological interprelations of the various
incidents. In this case, although women may be abused regularly, the newspapers choose to keep
silent about the matter. The exclusion of such incidenis also indicates an ideological bias based
on news seleclion ¢riteria because abusing women is an everyday happening and not extraordinary.
Another possibility is that women's criminal acts are much more important to the newspapers,
basically because of women’s symbolic ideological mystification which regards them as humble
and pillars of kindness and peace. In this case, i a mother abuses a child, it is considered extra

ordinary and therefore newsworthy.

Women’s appearance in court 1s exploited by the press possibly because of society’s misconceptions
thalt women are supposed to be honest therefore not expecied to commit any crimes. The irony
within the newspaper selection criteria however, is that one would expect that the magnitude of
the frequency in which women appear in the newspaper charged with crimes would have been
enough to demystify the misconception. Women by now would no longer make news if they
commitled crimes of the nature that is reported. Then why is there a continued reportage against
women offenders? This reportage rhymes with the contradictory traditional symbols of women
in which women are culiurally stigmatised as “a source of evil'. The fact that women are ‘a source

of evil’ would no longer make news. This indicates that what makes news are the different



interpretations {biases) attached to each form of*evil’ in relation 10 women.

Take for example another contradiction in the newspaper reality in which some of the reportage
idenufy women with traditional society conceptions of femininity.  These include newspaper
reporiage of women in court situations such as "weepy”, "funny paremt”, "mother” or reference
to the hushand’s profession or the women’s mariial status such as, *wife’ and occupation such as,
*housewife’. If such stories do not iefl a story, they are out 1o legitimise an ideological bias. The
ideological bias is based on the powers and interests which are served in the newspapers. For
example, while 11 is culiurally *unmanly’ for a man 10 ¢ry, it 1s accepiable for a woman to weep.
However, one wonders why i1 becomes newswaorthy if, for example, a woman weeps in court and
the same situauon 1s played down if a man does i1? The naiure of criminal courl charges against
women reported in the newspapers capilalise on petty offenses such as when a woman is "fined”
or "pickpockets”. Since some of these crimes are not grave social of fenses, the obvious reason why
thev arc published mayv be because there is some amusement and entertainment derived from
them. The subject gives an impression that women’s peuly crimes are amusingly tolerated, a
condition which is highly paironising. The reporiage achieves the resull of ridiculing women. It

further belittles women as peuty and cevil.

3. 7. PORTRAYAIL OF WOMEN'S ACTIVITI[ES.

Women's activities are classified into those whose major subject matter involves work outside the

home or of a public nature and thase in which emphasis is of household and subsistence nature.
The activities outside the home are divided up 1into two types, based on the number and status

of the people involved. Women's activitics were reporied as figure Tive below.

Women’s work in the public domain

Stortes of public nature concerning women’s work outside the household situation amounied to
05.3% of ali the stories published on women’s activities in The New Vision in 1989, Generally, the
stories of a public nature could be easily ciassified on one hand into, those related to women
gatherings, and on the other, those related 1o individua! dignitaries. The dignitaries and women
gatherings are indicative of the newspaper conception of the exient and type of women’s
contribution to the public sector. As a percemage of the wotal number of stories published on
women in 1990, both the quality and quantity did not improve much. There was a general decline
in reported group and individual activities and a shight increase in stories of domestic nature.

Dominani stories were s1ill on workshops and seminars. Dignitaries dominated the stories.

Group activities.

Stories related to group activities accounted for 33.4% of the stories involving women’s work
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outside the home. About three quarters of the group stories were dominated by reporiage on

seminars, workshops. resofutions and other kinds of welfare relaied aciivities involving women.

Some of them depicied women in efforis 10 get mobilised or starting up money generating

projects. The possibie reasons why these incidents were reported and published in the newspaper
is highly attributable 10 the new wave to ‘involve’ women in the development process in Uganda.
A major aspect is that very many of the stories in this catepory relate to women in a group
manner. Little effort is made to break into the specifics of individual women's involvement in
a comprehensive manner. Women are thus denied a sense of individual identity. Besides, a lot of
these seminars are organised and funded by other influential parties such as non-governmental
organisations which may have local or external origins, religious institutions or government and
foreign donors. Hence, much of the seminar coverape is targeted more at the organisers and
sponsors and how important they are 1o the press and in society, more than on the relevance of
the seminar 1o the women. Some of the stones carry non-representative headlines as "Women

resolve”, "Women’s seminar opens”, "Women's scminar ends”, "Women attend workshop” and many
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others. The end resultl is that women appear to be only attending seminars and doing nothing
much bevond that. The kind of coverage given to women [Jurther omits the reality of the
imporiant contribution made by women's daily work. One can deduce that the above nature of
coverage is an indication that the press interest in women has much to do with the reality of the
powers involved in contesting media coverage, Besides, there is a level of public awareness that
women have become a lopical issue in Uganda with relatively easy access to funds both from a
national and international base. Hence, this type of trend raises some interests from the press.
Press coverage is thus, oriented towards seminar and project sirategies employed by the mobilisers
of women. Newspaper reporiage is silent on the subsiance of the investments and objectives of
awareness creation seminars and workshops as set out by the organisers and further, down plays

the women's potential in the development process.

VET! f dipnitaries.
Dignitaries include government officials, politicians and pecople in high positions in Uganda. The
dignilaries reporied about dominaled the biggest share, 62.1%, of all the stories which dealt with
women's aclivities outside the home. These people either talked about women, opened or closed
some of the seminars. These stories sometimes included both men and women ministers, wives
of ministers or politicians who said something about women. Otherstories were published because
they involved a woman dignitary who gol press coverage during other duties whose subject may

not have been necessarily related to women.

Newspaper interest in the high class people is clear indication of the fact that women are only
imporiant to the press when they associzie with a digniwary. Secondly, the dignitary, by
implication, ranks highly in the power hierarchy and would therefore interest the press. The
officials are portraved as celebrities whose coverage is more of what they ‘say’. Most of the
reporiage is patrenising to women in the style in which it is presented. For example, the news
angle identified from women's acliviues is such as women "challenged”, "advised”, "old 10...",
"urped..”, "hailed..".’*. The alternative news angle would be to focus on the actual needs and
interests of the women (botiom up approach) so that the readers may know the women's point of
view, However, the bulk of the women have very marginal influence on news selection as
compared o officials. The impression given from the top~down reportage is that the majority of
the women are only imporiant if a dignitary approves of their actions, or "advises” them. By
implication women are not considered responsible encugh 10 make rational decisions about their
lives or they do not have a point of view. Ideologically, the above form of reportage rhymes with

the voiceless nature in which women are culiurally situated. For example, women are not

1‘The ‘Yomen's Vision® has also beer caught in a similar method of reportage particularly in the

selection of headlines,
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expected 10 talk unless they are asked or talked 1o by those in higher power hierarchies. The
implications on the power rejations are that women are marginalised to a secondary position in

sociely where they have to be led by somebody in a powerful position.

The New Vision coverape of dignitaries was uncritical, unlike in Weekly Topic which is sceptical
about women(especially) in middle class status. There were few exceptions in which The New
Visionreported about women who were in controversial positions, especially with the government.
One was a former rebel leader, Alice Lakwena, who had been fighting the government, and a
woman who claimed 1o have a cure for AIDS. Reporiage on these women was most of the times
negative and portraved them as *mad’ or ‘crazy’. There was an overwhelming 40% coverage of one
woman minister. The same woman dominates 1/4 of the 1989 stories of a similar nawre. The
reportage is due to the contradiclory nature of her job. The stories target the political conflicts
in the norihern part of the country. Sheis in charpge of the pacification of nerthern region where
there are military confrontations between government forces and some opposition groups. The
newspaper inlerest in the woman may have been more pelitical and her being a woman in charge
of peace, to an extent was also politically motivating, Alithough the woman minister is competent
and very hard weorking, it is more than a coincidence that her appoiniment had something to do
with the fact thai the major resistance group against the NRM government, the Holy Spirih
Movement. at the time was led by Alice Lakwena, a woman. The siories reported about her are
more oriented towards creation of fasourable opinion about the government. Since the woman
minister is a government representalive in the issue, the newspaper reporiage portravs her
positively, Another version 10 the issue is the fact that 2 woman in such a controversial position
would interest many people. The fact that she 1s 2 woman doing her job well in 2 male dominated
activily would probably make news. By comparison, a man in her position would prabably be
gxpected 1o perform even beller at & similar job and probably get attention il he deviated from
the expeciations. The woman would get attention when she excelled in the public life, while in
a similar post. a man would be newsworthy if his performance was questionable. A positive and
symbolic aspect of reportage of women dignitaries is the public acknowledgment of the
dimensions of women's potential. There is a clear indication of change in ideology, and positive
recognition that women are doing a good job, particularly as reflected in The New Vision. The
newspaper had a low leve! of bias indicated in the interpretation of women's contribution. The
New Vision attitude, although based on class bias is not in contradiction with the dignitaries
versions of the imporiance of their contribution to the advancement of women. Recognition of
wormen, even in a contradiclory manner as seen in Weckly Topic symbolically shows that there is
a threatening, potential counter power in form of women dignitaries and women in general, in

Ueanda.
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3.8. STORIES ON WOMEN'S DOMESTIC WORK.

Domestic and subsisience acuivities of women took up only 4.3% of the stories on women’s overall
activities. In 1990 the stories on work increased by about five times as much as in 1989. A
different version of interpretation shows a symbolic 953.3% exclusion of women’s subsisience
performance. This form of ideological bias tallies with the exclusion of the value of women’s
domestic and subsistence contribution to the cconomy in the national statistics of many countries.
Implications are that the exclusion of women’s household social and economic contribution
towards society is not publicly recognised and therefore, marginalised by the press. The reality
of lack of validaiion of the real value of women’s work, indicaies that there is a powerful
patriarchal ideological force which has an interest in keeping women at work. For example,
reportage is given only when women act in contradiciion with the domestic roles society expects
of them. The benefits to the sysiem arc that it regulates women not to default from provision of
their labour or else, they end up as public scandzals in the media. The press is comfortable not to
il the balance of the *harmaonious’ domestic status-guo. Women get to the news when they are
bad parents, or criminals. The reality in the [ield is that women’s work is the backbone of the
economy, while newspaper reality indicates thal women are Just gewng *organised’ and learning

through seminars and workshops to start coninbuting 1o development.

3.9. THE NATURE OF FEATURI STORIIS.

Feature siories concerning women were not a major aspect of news reporting in The New Vision

in 1989, The feawures covered a twelfLh of all the stories published about women. Most of the
articles featured on health related issues(61.9%), the majority of which were of foreign origin. The
dominant subject was family planning. The second aspect of features was on children’s and
general entertainment stories. The children’s tales, most of them traditional folklore focused on
issues of Tamily, marriage, and men and women refationships. Ironically, some of these tales have
been influenced by western ideas of a family as transmitted through celonial education. The
children’s stories are written 1o be both a source of emeriainment and an educaiive lesson for the
yvoung, such as obedience, honour, subservience and many gthers, Time and space does not allow
a detailed discussion of the possibie effects and objectives of folk iales and myths. However, a
dominant aspect though is that the children’s stories carried a lot of traditional stereotype roles
of men and women, boys and girls, some of which can no longer it into the current reality. The

newspaper version of reality is sti]l based on a version of traditional reality.

Most of the other general fecature stories {23.8%) were basically entertainment stories which are
written by columnists. Lastly, there were some features out of the general ones whose subject
matter may not dominantly be women but are of benefit 1o society. These could be encouraged

as they are more balanced in their portraval of versions of reality. The stories of a general



nature in 1990 also amounted to 20.1%, compared to the 8.1%. reportage in 1989.

3.10. PUBLIC COMMENTARY AND GENERAL STORIIES.

Commentary stories include opinion letters and editorials whose subject was women. In 1989, the

commentaries in The New Vision were only 4.7% of all the siories. This may be because the
selection of the letters docs not give prierity to women unless there is some kind of controversy
involved. Women in Uganda after all make news when they are in a controversial situation.

Public debatle about women is the single aspect with a most extraordinary increase in 1990, The
increase from 1989 was five times as much in 1990. This amounted 1o 20.1% of all the stories
published about women in the same yvear. The increase is mostly attribuied to historical

circumsiances at the time, than just mere enthusiasm about women by the newspapers. The sharp
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FIGURE SIX: The New Vision Public debate: 1990.

rise in the last quarter of 1990 is a result of the Makerere University announcement of a positive
discrimination policy towards the in-take of first vear {emale undergraduate students(see figure
six above). The *1.5 issue provoked the most sexist and negative debate about women in the two
vears of analysis. The sccond historic incident which accidentally coincided with the Makerere

i1ssuc was a marriage between a 63 vesr old man and a 9 vear old girl, which was sanctioned by
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a local village council. The siluation was exploited by the media because of practical action taken
by a feminist lawyers's group which went 1o the girl's rescue and high ranking politicians who
condemned the marriage. The incident involved & physical baille between the police and some of

the people from the village who resisted the arrest of the old man.

The general coverage and debate about women in the last quarter was provoked by the above
incidents, and to a minor exient, the issue on women contributed 1o debates towards stronger
control of women. This refers 10 an inexplainable revival of a 1989 religious debate. Some
leading Islamic institutions of higherlearning introduced a compulsory dress code that demanded
all female students, irrespective of religious beliefs 1o wear ‘shariat’, a dress that covers women
from head 1o toes. Students tried to resist the code, supporied by some members of the public.
The revival of the dress debate has implications on issues of power and conirol of women. Why
would individual women’s way of dressing be made in the [irst place inio a matier of public
decision and secondly a public debate? The possible threat to the opposition, particularly ata time
when another dominant force {the government) was willing to offer some educational concessions
to women were that by empowering women with more privileped educaiion, there was a

possibility of weakening of both relizious and patriarchal powers.






CHAPTER FOUR
COVERAGE OFF WOMIIN'S TOPICAL, ISSUTS

This chapter concentrales on qualitative iltustration of the spread of patriarchy ideology in the

newspapers. Itis discussed in relation to feminist approaches in Uganda. Feminism in the context
of this analysis deals with press treatment of strategies and demands made of Ugandans to alier
and improve the quality and status of women in the country. These stralegies affect the balance
of power and access to resources by the major beneficiaries in society. The ideology perpetuated
and transmitted to the reader aboul feminism and women's issues may be detected from various
newspaper editorial policies about the Issues. These policies have implications on whether the
media would genuinely promote the development of women. This part of the discussion uses the
analogyv from Herman & Chomsky (1988) of creation of worthy and unworthy victims. They argue
that in propaganda transmission through the media, people who are abused by enemy states for
example, are treated as worthy victims, Those treated with equal or greater security by its own
povernment, according o the argument, are poriraved as unworthy.'® The analogy fits into
Weekly Topic’s porirayal of women as favoured by the government, women as distinctly divided

in class svstems and middle class women's exploiiation of other women and the men.

4.1. THE MAKERERIE GENDER WEIGIHING SCHEMIE.

Highly debated women’s issues in the press in Uganda was the child marriage and the Makerere

gender weighing scheme. While the former had a relatively fair and just debate about the need
10 protect children, the latter is the most glaring issue thal exposes press bias and marginalisation
of women. In August 1990, Makerere University announced a positive discrimination policy
towards the intake of women for {irst veur undergraduate studenis. The policy introduced 2
gender weighing scheme in which women at cut-ofT points would be allocated an extra 1.5 peints
in order 10 compete with men at the same level. The aim was to increase the number of women
with University education. The policy increased the number of women 10 30% of the total number
of studenis admitted the same vear at Makerere. Women were marginalised by choice of the
stories published and by choice of headlines which accompanied the stories.  Both were a
refleciion of the newspaper attitude about the scheme and about women. This discussion will
feature on the debate in the Weekly Topic. The newspaper marginalised the issue of Makerere
into a conflict between men and women. The New Vision wrote a well-balanced and favourable
editorial which emphasised the urgent need to spread the example to the grassroois. The headline
announcing the news was wrouble~shooting because it came out with ‘Makerere favours womeﬁ’.

The vagueness of the statement already implied that men had lost their privileges. The headline

15 Definitions of worth are peiitical and the media, intellectuals and the public remain unconscious

of the fact and maintain a high maoral and self righteous tone. Herman and Chomsky refer to the situation
at evidence of an effective propaganda system (1988:p.37}
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coloured the refevance ol the exercise. Tlowever, a contrary policy was applied in balancing the

argument during the sclection of the rest of the stories from the public. The following cartoon

by Fred Senopa was run in The New Vision.
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Iromically, Weekdy Topic was critical of 'The New Vision's journalistic competence in the ‘ironic’

headline: *RNakerere Tasvours women™ which the {former supgesied should have been *Makerere

insuits women'.

complaints overshadowed the arguments for the move,

beiow:

Although the newspapers run some articles which supporied the scheme, the

Somec of the headlines are in the table

and appendix I, on Impressions of the two newspapers,

THE NEW VISION (August - November
1990)

WEEKLY TOPIC (August - November
1990)

Gender entrance schemue must spread Lo
2rassroots

Women fell into trap

Varsity points valid

Women despise 1.3

Favouring women

Makerere University women intake swells
Urban girls will benefit

Equality a mcere song

Equality front elscwhere

Hang on man's neck

Male brains sacrificed

Women should protest

Makerere not serious

Give exira points to rural candidaies
Makererc 1.5 is far for women

1.5 emphasises women’s inferiority

1.5 a blessing to male graduates

The 1.5 Spinsters

No broken hearis over 1.5 Varsity ladics
Women speak about gender scale scheme
Compromising Makerere standards
Against male chauvinist pigs

Weekly Topic editorial was basically opposed to

the policy and buiit up a confllict between the

scxes and at the same time, as a war against low class and high class women. The paper took a
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stand which disqualified the policy as exploitative to the rural women and women’s claims {or
equality as the move implied that women were academicaily weak.'® The weekly Topic turned
the debate about the issue into an attack of women and a sacrifice of the males.

At the 1op of the nepative debates were the popular column ‘Does it make sense’ a column which
focuses on debaie on topical issues in the couniry. The Column was titled, ‘Women should reject

Makerere sectarian insult'{Weekly Topic, 3/8/1990) (see Appendix II for extract).

This story is an example of biased interpretation of issues about women. The article is written
from a privileged standpoint in which the columnist assumes women have been insulied by the
scheme. The story is packed with biased senumental sarcasm and indignation. The reasoning used
is deceptive about the position of women in Uganda’s education. There is actual distortion of the
essenice of the scheme as presented by the university. The argument rotates around and
marginalises the scheme 1o a mere contest for equality between men and women for the sake of
equalitv. The story incites a point of view that the extra points would cause discrimination during
emplovment. He quotes the principic of the theory of eqguality of sexes, which gives the
impression that the theory is given and cannot be questioned.  An glternative version is that men
in Uganda have violawed the principie by the privileges accorded 1o them. This would also make
men academically weak since they have always taken favours from the patriarchal system. The
media bias about women is reflected in the anicle’s deliberate omission of some education factors

about women which prompied the setting up of the programme in the first place.

The universitvy argument was that the ratio of female 1o male in graduation statistics and in general
enrolment does not reflect the role women are expected o play in the development of the couniry
(Onyango:1991).""  The academic registrar, Mr Onyango, in his paper aboutl the gender
weighing scheme argued that the policy was nota prescription for admiuing ungualified women.
They argued that Makerere entrance regulations required al least two principal passes al advanced
level. For the pasi vears, due 10 1the high academic competition in the country, the university
intake had increased io an average of at least three principle Cs for the candidate to gain
university entrance. Hence, even men and women with Cs could not get to the university although
they would qualify for University education probably in most universities outside Uganda. The
girls who entered the University could therefore not compromise University standards. The girls
could not compare with women and men of the nineteen sixties, seventies and the eighties who

entered the university with only two principles.  Notice the deliberate labelling of the girls.

16 The best performing top 18 schools, in national examinatiens at both Drdinary level and Advanced level

for the past decade in Uganda have been dominated by giri's schools,

wGraduation statistics at the University show that the percentage of women was: 6% in 1954, 14X in
1964 and in 1990791, the figure increased to 30% after including the 1.5 candidates.
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Firstly, the scheme is labelied a "conveyor belt", secondly, the giris in the scheme are the
"backdoor entrants”, and lastiy, the "entrants” are hinked again with the scheme 1o be labelled
"conveyor belt entrants”. This is a deliberate construction of stereotypes and name tagging which
bundles up the women candidates into single phrases, and thus dismiss women's individuality.
The implications are that the girls would be identifted with equivalent meanings of easy life and

academic misfits and hence, increasing women's level of stigmetisation at the university.

4.2. ATTITUDRE ABOUT WOMEN'S STRATEGITES.
A commen platferm for dampening and belittling women's potential is the Women's day
celebrations which are held on March B cvery year . The day is an important symbol in the

struggle for equality of sexes and women's emancipation in Uganda '8

The day’s celebration
as 4 national event are deliberately made visible in the media. The New Vision has particularly
been gender sensitive in its approach and coverage of the day. Weekly Topic on the other hand
uscs the day as an opporiunity to humiliate and ieer at women. For example, coverage of the 1989
women's dav celebrations in Weekly Topic was under the headline: "Women's day at Iganga: Was
it a fashion show?" {22/4/1989). The emphasis was middle class women’s attires which were used
symbolically to show the ciass dif ferences among women. The Editorial "Women: What have you
done?" was run for international women's day, in the Weckly Topic of March 8 1990. The
editorial argument builds fiction and fantasy on undispuiable facis 1o expiain the situation of
women in Uganda. The editorial used the venue, Kabale district, in which women chose to hold
the nauonzl celebrations, in a svmbolic manner to interpret the versions about the women’s day.
The women chose Kabale because the theme {or the week was "Women and the Environment”.

Kabale district is one of the regions faced with disastrous climatic changes due to agrarian abuse
by the population resulting in negative implications on agriculture and food production in the
area.  The celebrations aimed at awarencss creation about the dangers of environmental abuse.
It is a fact that Kabale district is one of the coldest parts in Upanda since it is alse one of the
highest regions of the country®®. The symbolism in the editorial however, is the implication that
women chose 1o hold the funciion in Kabale because:

The weather in Kabale is presently cold in the morning; warms up in the
allernoon; and is chilly at night.

Ugandan men and society treat women like Kabale weather. They are cold
towards them most of the iime, warm some of the time, and chilly towards them
whenever they are not cold or warm.

Mystification of events is one of the ways in which ideology and biases spread. The newspaper

i8 Women's day in Uganda, beginning with March 8, 1992 was made & national holiday.

19 Kabale's lowest average temperature is 9.1 degrees centigrade mainly because it is 1, B71 metres

above sea level (Eurostat:1%91).
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chosc to interpret the day in a "Kabale” symbol of coldness representing sociely’s iemperament,
and thereby presenting different forms of reality. The editorial does not mention the theme of
"Women and the Environment" which was the women's concern, Just asin the‘sy‘*mbolism in the
changing weather, the editerial diverts the argument 1o another fact that the government sgi up
a quoia for women in parliament. This fact is however distorted to imply that women who enter
parliament are not concerned about other women because of their class position. Hence the
editorial continues:

There is always relevant argument that it is enly middie class women (who hold

advanlageous public office, are educated or are married 10 males who are big shots

or wealthy ) who benefit from openings offered to women by male dominated

governmenis and societies

But we shall forget this argument {or a while. As the women lock back on

March 8, what they should remember 15 that they have made very few lasting

political and economic gains. The place of women in public life today was given

1o them by the men ... To use the fashionable words, the women’s gains are "not

irreversible”
This editorial has & smug and patronising lone which praises men for women’s position in
Ugandan politics. I the edilorial accepis the fact that men are responsible and in contrel of
women's discrimination, then why would the newspaper oppose the feminist siruggle 1o break the
control?  The fact excluded from the editerial is that only educated women gei 1o parliament
because the criteria for entry into Uganda’s purlizment demands a minimum level of educational
qgualifications. The precondiuion of educauon for NRC elections applies to both men and women.
Men who enter parhament are likewise educaied and middle class. The newspaper, 1f it claims 10
be championing democracy could also critically consider the overall system which excludes

uneducated and rural Ugandans out of parliament.

The editorial reasons given why the women’s situation is reversible are biases which are an affront
against women leaders amid their class. The conclusion of the editorial is that a male chauvinist
government may change the law and remove women and "women would not do a damn thing”.
However, the editorial puts the blame on women rather than the would be dictatorial regime. A
developmenial article would contribute to the strategies which could be emploved 10 ensure that
there is true demodcratic representation even by women in Upanda. The second reason given by
the editorial is biased and contradictory. According 10 the ediiorial, women's organisations are
organised from above and patronised by goveraments and donors. Hence, women are 1o blame
il the orpanisations ‘collapse or getl terribly wrinkled’. (not the donors or male dominaiéd
governmenis). The assumplion made by the editorial further blames women parliamentarians as
responsible for the collapse of women's groups. The contradiction is that women are blamed if
thev get organised from the iop, and at the same lime the paper employs a doubie standard by
blaming women {or not organising the low c¢lass women. The third reason given by the editorial

about why political oppertunitics for women in Uganda are unnecessary is a case of ‘female
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prostitution industry’ in Uganda which is ‘hit badly by AIDS'. The blame once again is on
women’s groups and leaders. According to the editorial:

‘no female leadership has emerged o palvanise their energy into groups 10 organise
them into productive cooperatives like in Zimbabwe or a mass movement Lo agitate
for legislation 1hat ensures that women are not discriminated against in
emplovment, for example, which is why most of them choose 10 sponge off men’

The editorial marginalises the achievements made by Ugandan women o struggle against
discrimination in all seciors of socicty. The conclusion deduced is that women’s unemployment
and discrimination at work should be blamed on a so called redundance by the organisations. The
editorial is anti women and claims to fight for the interests of the disadvantaged women.
Prostitutes are mentioned as victims from middle class women's selfishness. The fact that men are
the consumers in the prostitution industry, and therefore more likely than women to exploit
women’s sexuality 1s not portrayed. thereby presenting a biased version which serves males’
interests. The newspaper capilahises on building up prostitutes as vicliims who are apparently
expioited by the educated wemen. The accusation about the middie class position overruns the
editorials written about women in Weckly Topic. For example, the Editorial, "Black women suffer
from inferiority complex”, carried in the Nay 10, 1989 issue. was reductive and cynical about
women's contribution to development of the country and the so calied privileges of middle class
women. The second issue is of government favours to "middle class women". The Newspaper
assumes that women are not entitied o representation and ministerial position and the selection
1s a quesuon of favour. Men have been minisiers for a long time and they dominate both cabinet
and the parliament. The position of middle ¢lass men 15 not guestioned, but is instead defended
against the interesis of middle class women. The editorial evaluated the ministry as redundant just
as the accusation is made to the representatives. According o the editorial;

The public is yet to see the uselulness and impaci of that ministry. To date, the

ministry still means nothing to rurat women and to her {riend the slum woman in

the town. After about three years of its existence, it could appear that our leading

‘ladies’ in the ministry are still trying to find their way 10 tackling the women

question in Uganda. This means that they have not found their bearing in dealing

with real issues which force gur (my emphasis) women into a disadvaniaged corner

of hfe.
First of all the ministry (WID) in May 1989 was about [l months old and not three years as the
editorial falsely claims. As a result the editorial in order 1o collaboratle the argument and win
support exaggerales the period in which the ministry was supposedly redundant . A common
aspect in Weekly Topic editorials and debates is the patronising attitude where the writer decides
on what should be women's priorities in Uganda, These priorities are particularly drawn from a

patriarchal point of view,
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4.3. CONTESTING WOMEN'S DOMESTIC LABQUR.

Domestic iabour is the single viial issue of women that is down played in both The New Vision

and Weekly Topic. Women’s labour is more or less a taboo because the question of women's
equality ends up grounded on who should wash up the dishes or who should cook in the home.

Women's struggles for equal opportunities in Uganda are considered a threat to male privileges
reaped from women’s labour. The last part of the women's day editorial of March, 8, 1990 is
hostile 10 women and is indignant about the fact that men’s privileges from use of women’s labour
are threatened. The editorial resents women’s political invelvement and marginalises women’s
contribution to the political process.

... when Ugandan women cease to be servanis in their houses and become masters

in politics and public life, they also become more or less "slave owners" because

that is what they turn their house maids into. The housemaids work for food and

almost no pay, like slaves from 5.00 am. 11l midnight 1o conform 1o the new habits

of housewifle turned politician. Can such women speak for the rights of these

oppressed house girls? The women in the village have 1o kneel and pamper her

like a newly crowned empress. The elevation of women never brings liberation

10 a lot of other women too. Their higher status is therefore resented and their fall

celebrated.

Until women begin to work on the platform that a tyranny imposed on

women by men is equal 1o a tyranny imposed over women by women; uniil they

begin 1o mobitise around real and concreie issues affeciung all women, one by one

they will remain a divided army. Such armies, never win wars, only small battles.
The interpretations by the editerial are based on sweeping claims that all the women
representativesare formerly housewivesand employ housemaids; thatall housemaids are exploited;
and that all housemaids resent working lor the women. Secondly, the editorial has a male tone
which contests men’s claim to women's labour and fights males privileges in being waitled on by
women., The writer is resentful of the act that housemaids relieve women peliticians of their
domestic work. The writer overlooks the fact that whether it is a housemaid’s or wives labour
used, 1t does not dispute the fact that the object of labour both ways is 2 woman, The assumption
is that women's services 1o men are justified by the type of class the woman is in. For example,
middle class men have a rightful claim 1o middle class women's labour and not low class women.
Low class men too have a ciaim on the low class women’s unpaid labour unlike the middle class
woman who pay the housemaid. The sexual division of labour is not questioned. Instead, the
editorial builds on the assumption that women must do the housework. Hence, housemaids must
be the obvious aliernatives for "women turned politicians”. According 10 the biased view, in times
of scarcity of women’s iabour, some men would rather the women’'s public life was halted.

Besides, the writer overlooks the housemaids possibility 10 have a genuine chance for employment.

4.4. JUSTIFICATION THROUGH THE ‘TDEAL’ IMAGIE OF A WOMAN

The victim=creation in Weckly Topic targeis rural women and the men. In terms of education, the

victims created are the less educated women, as in the Makerere incident, while in terms of
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sexuality, it is the prostitules. Victim creation is also in terms of sexual division of labour where
men are poriraved as viciims who have been denied women’s labour. In some cases, women are
said 10 be, justifiably, viciims of their seif created destiny. The viclim creation-pfocess is judged
againsi the credentials of the wraditiona! ideal woman. As a result, the middle class women are
alienated against the “oppressed” group.  Nonc of the alternatives suggesied by the articles serve
the rural women’s interests. In the case of Makerere, the solution highlighted in some articles only

serves men's interests, while women are assumed to be catered [or through male satisfaction.

The Weekly Topic portravs exploitation of housemaids and semi-educated women by men as
justifiable. For example, extra~marital affairs with house maids are portrayed as an admirable
aliernative 1o educated women. The gender weighing scheme, according to some of the stories
published by the Weckly Topic was symbolically interpreted as a question of women’s productive
and reproductive services 10 men. Take for example articles, "Graduate women will float” and
“Why men prefer avahs” (Appendix I1I). Housemaids are said to be women’s victims of abuse.
Men are also said to be victims because they are deprived of their wives' productive services once
women enter into public life. The biased solution justified in the article i1s the sexual consolation
between the husbands and housemaids. Hard work by a woman is made 10 be synonvmous with
women's matrimonial appeal.  The articles are built on traditional control of women and
undermine the process of women’s advancement as reflected in the resentment of women’s
education. Education of women, especially up o graduate level is a threat o men’s benefits {rom
women’'s reproductive and productive services as expressed in both articles. The second story puts
emphasis on the benefits for men from cultural ideology. Men are treated in a moral and
respectable package thai women should be grateful to have, while the graduate women are
presented as immoral, disrespectful (of both men and culture) and therefore, a disgrace 1o society.
The alternative choice for men is 1o give attention to low class and uneducated women. The
newspaper by condoning such biased accusations betravs s middle-class male characler in
conflict with the middle class female interests. LLow class and rural Ugandan women are used by
both parties as pawns in the conflict for privileges among the elites. Educated women are
constantly portraved as anti-African, anti=culwure und therefore, are alicnated as the enemies of
society. This has resulied in the branding of feminism as wesiern and foreign, when in fact the
major question is about sharing resources {rom the contested women’s labour. Notice also the
branding of women graduates as HIV positive and 25 the ‘Nakawangas'®®. Branding of women

is common in Weckly Topic. It builds negative stereotypes.

20 Women who chalienge husbands' asuthority are eguated with hens that crow, According to the proverb,

hens are female and if they crow, they are assumed te be abnermal and a taboe. The act of crowing signifies
a power relationship between hens and cocks which is assumed to be the {stter's privilege,



4.5. WOMEN AS ENTERTAINMENT

A common approach 10 human interest stories in The New Vision is frequently focused on women
and reported in 2 way made out 10 entertain, Another major aspect is that most.of the sensational
stories which are dramatised originate from the rural areas. They capitalise on detailed reportage
of events, mosi of which are wrivial and descriptive. This 1s unlike the hard news swories in the
newspapcr in which reporters are not allowed o insert descripuve opinion and detalls, which
suggest newspaper lack of objectivity. The same rules of objectivity do not apply to the rural
people, especially women as reflected in the easy and frequent way stories marginalise them.
Examples include men -~ women relationships which invelve guarrels, or crimes commitied by
women. Ancther common aspect is that the stories are mostly reported as hearsay, long afier the
events have taken place. Rarely are the women in the storics asked for commenis. Instead, other
people’s opinions aboutl the issue, are what is reporied as news. There is a high possibility that
there would be loopholes in legitimacy of the facis. Appendix IV shows headlines of some of the

sensational siories published by The New Vision in 1989 and 1990,

The stories focus on controversies in which women are practically involved. Reference 1o the
women uses coloured words and desceriptive adiectives 1o explain the women (See the underlined
words)., These words expose the newspaper bias against women and the fact that a negative
judgement is passed in relation 1o the woman invelved in the siory, before the story gets to be
read. The headlines are carefully made 1o cause a judgemental sensation, hence, attracling
readership. The following phrases are specifically used to dramatise women as well as make them
evil. For example 'poison women' and ‘killer women’ are parl of headlines which were used for
one story. The story reporis an incident in which four women were expelled from an area and
their houses demolished by the villagers and RCs, Tor ‘allegedly food poisoning a number of
people in the county’. In the ‘Hot water women weep', two women were convicied in court for
pouring boiling water on a friend. The major spectacle in the report was that after judgemeni was
passed, the accused women "broke into tears". The victim in the case and the implications of such
a brutal action is given marginal attention by the reporter. Part of the story reads that

The accused ... was ... involved in a hot water drama in which , ... (name of the
Victim), was splashed with hot water.

The main concern is that the women broke into tears and the fact that the incident was a ‘drama’
to the reporier. This displays newspaper insensitivity 10 crimes committed against women.

Similarly, the women who commit the crimes are treated with amusement as if they are out to
entertain. For example, the noun ‘poison’, used in a combination with ‘woman’ acts as an
adjeciive which implies that the woman is ‘poisonous’ and therefore objectified into a toxic
substance. The headlinegs have a sound of slogans. For example, ‘dog meat woman ' ‘panga

woman® ‘rapist woman’ ‘holwaler woman', ‘bearded woman’ and *Slim woman’. The underlined
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words put labels on women based on biased interprelation by the newspaper.  Slogans classify
a category of people or evenis. They are easy 1o remember because they are short and precise and
may therefore easily stick in ithe mind as labels. The use of such phrases in relation to the word
‘woman’ is dismissive of the individuality of women and bundles them up into whaiever meaning
the slogan may refer 1o. The headlines used in the two years of analysis, for example capitalise
on the sex and gender of women. The implhications are that news worthiness relating to stories in
which women are involved, especially in The New Vision, is judged on the fact that a woman is
involved. Only 42% of the headlines on stories run about women in the New Vision in 1989 and
1990 were devoid of reference to gender or women's relation 1o men. The rest of the headlines
carried the following gender ascriptions; 0.8% {or housewife, 8.8% for wife, 2.6% for mother, she
or her for 7.7%. The she/her is judged on the basis of age, Tor exampie the use of the word girl.
The biggest share went 1o the word woman whose usage was as much as 36%.

In the story "Panga woman cuts relative” the following was reported:

Atleast Tour people were cul with pangas ten duvs ago al Komkech 10 miles
southeast of Nebbi when 2 woman lod a eroup of three men armed with pangas
10 that village.....

According 1o the story, the woman ‘led” and "ordered’ the three men 1o cut the victims. The phrase
‘panga woman' and the story suggests that most of the blame should be put on the woman while
the men, who made the action of cutling are given secondary position in the incident. Some of
the stories arc writlen as scandails with a carelessness that makes allegations about the people
invohved. Rarely are the comments of the subjects included. The journalisis seek for information
from the opinion leaders of the rural area. When the exception is made, the report may quote a
‘group of villagers™ or “the people said™. The underlyving implications are that the newspapers {find
credibility with the powerful interest parties while the powerless{rural pcople), are of interest
when lumped up in groups. Individually, the latter arc defenceless and therefere lack access to
the media to contest individual coverage. Village people, just like women may only have

credibility with 1he newspaper and their class of readers if they are bundled up into groups

4.6. LANGUAGE TRANSMISSION OF BIASES

This story ‘Poiice hold rapist woman’ (Appendix V'}is an example where language is exploited in
the spread of ideological bias. Technical feasibility of the alleged crime aside, it is not evident
that the locking of the room, and removal of the woman's clothes was evidence for a rape. The
headline is in contradiction with the events in the story and passes judgement on the woman as
a ‘rapist’, even when the story does not prove the allegation. The allepation, is defamatory and
damaging to the characier of the woman. Under the law, a person is presumed to be innocent until
proven guilty. The reverse happens in the story above.  The newspaper further shows a

carelessness in the treatment of rural people by taking advantage of their illiteracy and ignorance
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about their rights. Hence, the majority of the scandalous stories 1arge: the rural poor. The press
in this case acts as an instrument of oppression by suppressing the righits of the peopie and
dehumanises them by using them as objccts of entertainment for the middle and high class
readership. How will the media claim 1o champion democracy and inierests of the majority if they
are still objectif ving and exploiting powerless people? The reporter uses sources based on town
possip as indicated from the inmangible sources such as, "some", "others” and "is said". Although
the police would have been a more reliable source of information, it is unclear whether the writer
consulted them. Besides the fact that the woman was held by the police is still unconfirmed
allegation and hence does not prove that the woman was suspecied of the alleged offence. The
secrelary’s bias is embedded in the description of man as a helpless victim who was ‘led .. into her
house” and ‘1o the man's surprise’ locked inside. The version of the woman alieged to have
commitied the of fence is not consulted. The story mixes symbols such as the post of information
1o confirm the rape, although such a post would not necessarily give credence 10 an offence not
witnessed by the person. The symbolic use of the woman’s physical auributes described as * black,
tall. fal and masculine’. however accurate does not prove the offence. This amounts to
disinformation and therefore distoriion of evenis at the scenc to suit the reporter’s ‘5iases. The
alieged vicum was "unidentified” even by the reporter. While i3 might be prolessionally ethical
for a reporter not to identifyv a viciim to the reader, the former is expected to at least verify the
facts with that particular victim. There are three idemifiable levels of spread of biased in the
story. The secretary’s, the reporter’s who writes as a third party and the reader who gets it as the

fourth. Between the long chain, there are high chances of distortion of facis.

Damaging opinion that invol es all women in the allcged offence is expressed into what according
to the writer is a *joke’ by the vouth that they are ‘aveiding women lesi they fall rape victims'.
The joke is included supposedly to disguise the statement as mere jest. But jokes are also known
10 build fantasy and ridicule their targets. The writer has alreadv created a label that women are
a kind of ‘danger zone'. They can rape and they can spread the killer disease. AIDS. The bias
picked up by the reporter 1s detected in the cheice of opinion which is reperted as fact. The view
that the woman was ‘siarving’ (sexually), and "wanted io transmil AIDS" is equally biased. The
reporter conflirms the opinion as fact by cleverly developing a debate between the people. The
reporter manipulates the language 1o confirm an aliegation, for example in the interviews in which
the first group of informers "said” while the second "Insisted”. The latter assertion implies a
confirmation of the accusation of spreading AIDS. The statement accuses women of promiscuity,
labels them murderers and therefore criminals. The newspaper, by publishing such a libelous
aliegations reveals its own policy and negative ideology about women. Women are played up on

one side as the aggressors while men who are, supposedly the targets are made viclims.
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4.7. WOMEN IN THE CARTOQNS.

The New Vision cartoons will be used as a point of reference for the portrayal of women in the

cartoons. This is because the Vision, unlike Weckly Topic has consisienl permaneni cartoons in
the newspaper. The New Vision runs two major cartoons. One is ‘Ekanya’ and the second is ‘Leo
Kivumbi’. Cartoons havea subtle and imaginary way of transmitling meanings which, in the case
of the two newspapers are dominated by negative ideology about women. The cartoons are built
up 10 enteriain, based on their interpretation of reality. They are, a1 the same time, meant 1o give
aesthelic meaning 10 messages in the process of entertainment. The reality is basically buiit on
the cartponist’s point of view. Hence, the artist transmits his own ideology based on interprelations
of his experiences and opinion. Due to limitations of time and space, this paper will not make an
analvsis of the technigues employed in [Leo Kivumbi and Ekanvya to transmit sexist messages. This

section offers a profile of themes and characiers in the two carioons. (See Appendix VI).

Ekanva is an old comic, produced by Dr. Tumusiime Rushegye and Leo Kivumbi i5 a recent
cartoon produced by a caricaturist, Fred Senoga. Both are middie class educated Ugandan men.
Ekanvya goes as far back to the seventies. The cartoons are so much alike in their messages that
one could easily substituie for the other. The protagonists are both male with a wife and family.
They are middle class educated Africans while their wives arc typical housewives whose major
occupation is domestic work. Both cartoons construct most of their pleasure on patriarchal ideals
which ridicule women. Pleasure is constructed on basic themes which are portrayed as funny
admirable and entertaining. These are drunkenness, smoking, promiscuity, extra~marital aflairs,
male chauvinism, women’s subservience and women’s domesticity. They may include a few jokes
about topical issues but from time Lo lime, they go back 1o the quesiion of male pleasure as

derived from women.

What comes out in both cartoons is the guestion of women's labour which is taken for granied as
a masculine right. Hence, the women is ridiculed when they do not do housework up to men’s
satisfaction. Women are depicted waiting on men, doing housework, providing , cooking, serving
food, cleaning up, napging, quarrelling, and worst still they are not shown as good at any of that
The men are not satisfied. Women are portrayed as pleasant when they are meek and humble,
when they are naive. The alternative is a porirayal of women as gossips, unfaithlful and diseased.
Women are objectified and equated with poverly causes. Families are portrayed as defunct. The
women in a family situation are depicted in a kind of masochist situation and as a dog master
relationship without any remedy. The message offers no solutions for a new direction 10
development and only gives a hopeless situation which 1s not conducive to change. Ekanya
portrays secretarial profession as promiscuous and depicts the women as objects for sexual

pieasure with the bosses. The wife, is depicied waiting on the man and the husband sits on the
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1able and reads a newspaper. Some readers internalises the reality portrayed by the carioons to
an exient that personalises the characiers into a real life situation. An example is the letter below:

SiR; Where 1s Ekanva Junior? What happened 1o him? Is he in |
junior boarding school or wha?

Junior should comt out and challenge Ekanva as poor
Rosie is ai least alwavs covered when Junior is around. Please

Junior come.
{Signed: The New Vision, 18711/1989, p.3)

In another public commentary, the following was writlen about Ekanva:
EKANYA IS UPSTAGED

SIR; While Mr. Ekanya has been ireating us to his family life of
drunkenness, womanising and fighting, of late someone smarter
has come up with humorous educative carioon on letiers page.
Please keep it up, and thanks.

(Signedy. The New  Vision, Thursday,
6/9/1990, p.5.

The other *humorous’ cartoon relerred 1015 Fred Senogu's caricatures which had been introduced
on letters page in the newspaper. The cartoons are differemt from the Leo Kivumbi (see page 40).
The leuters show that the Ekanva themes necd 1o be serousiy revisited in order to accommodaie
the changing times. The more people get gender sensitive, the less likely the cartoons will have

an effect as 2 source of cnterdinment.






HAPTER FiVE

This chapter looks at a few siratepies a feminist development women's organiéaiion, Action for
Development {ACFODE) has tried te employ in order 1o make women more visible in Uganda by
advocating for support from the media institutions so that women’s contribution 1o the
development of the country is commensurate with the way they are porirayed by the media. The
analvsis will be based on personal impressions and is aimed more at raising a few questions and
possible solutions 10 the various ways of poriraying women in the media. The intention of this
chapter is 1o offer personal observations of the different experiences as a form of
recommendations based on the possibilities of each proposal and with suggestions on how the
limitations could be overcome. The discussion does not aim at providing straight forward answers
and technical sirategies 1o the women's problems. Besides, a strategy can only be appropriate if

i1 fits within the context of a social, economic and culwural environment of a particular place.

There are numerous strategies emploved by pressure aroups and social movements ali over the
world to enthuse the media in the inierest groups’ respeclve causes. The common aspect
amongst all the methods identified are based on either joining the mainsiream media, or working
with them 1o change the women's image from within the institutional framework. The third optien
would be 1o work both within the media and outside 50 as 10 ensure thal all aspects are covered.
The taciics used by women elsewhere in the world 1o improve the representalion of women
include monitoring the poriraval of women, lobbying lor a more realistic presentation of women;
pressurising traditional media to employ more women and the creation of the alternative media
{Mahoney:1892).

Jd. A DE'S STRATEGIE
The options available for women’s groups, particularly ACFODE invelve a continued process
featuring on the need 1o break the press monopoly by direcit contribution of women’s stories
written from women’s point of view. The second option is for women 1o tulor the media
practitioners t¢ be more gender sensitive in the process of ceolleclion, construction and
dissemination of messages about women.  The third but more costly alternative is to break away
completely from the mainstream media and sct up a competitive forum which would address issues
under looked by the media. Lastly, a much more difficult long term task is to change the
institutional structure of the media by backing a policy that would influence media institutions

to employ more women, and demand respect for women as subjects within the media content.

The women’s pape

The “Women's Vision® page, is discussed not as an end in solving the women’s problems in the
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press but as an illustration of the invisibie tensions and anxieties women's media strategies might
have 1o contend with. First are the problems and suggestions on how they were dealt with.

Preblems that came up in running the women's page were that as an ACFODE feéponsibility, the
page was unable 1o appear on time if ACFODE did not provide enough material for it. The page
was, to ACFODE, a pari-time occupation because the organisation did not employ a full ume
person 1o work at The New Vision. ACFODLE is not a {uily {ledged media institution, although
it has a publications programme under which the page is run. This afTected the contribution to
the page and the stories produced were dependant on the organisations networking trips 1o the
rural areas. For the first 1wo vears, the page was fed with many stories from rural areas and other
Imporiant issues within the urban centres. There was an overwhelming positive response from the
countryside, especially from the RC quarters.  The page has more and more recently diverted io
the publication of foreign news and feature stories about women. It has published more stories by
foreign agencies such as, Reuters, Panos and Third World Features network. Although the last two
are more in line with what would be ideal for the page, the subject matter is alien and would not
be casily identifiable within Uganda. A second related problem is that the page. on the local level,
has fallen vicuim to selection of easy—to-getstories about digniaries and the coverage has shifted
o seminar and project erented acuviues of women.  The women in the coumry covered have
become less and less. while the politicians and urban based women's organisations have increased.
There s need for a conceried effort 1o redirect the {focus of the page to the original objectives.
The major reasons for this misdirection are parily due 1o ACFODE’s institutional limitations.
These limitations are partly economic and partly due to the membership underestimation of the
time, effort and detailed commitment required for running a page of that nature. For example

ACFODE could not alford to empley full time reporiers 1o cover required activities of women.

There are possible ways in which the page could be reviialised. One unforeseeable suggestion
would be for ACFODE 1o let go of their conirol of the page. Recently, The New Vision has taken
greater responsibility in the production of the page and could easily run it in the absence of
ACFODE. The New Vision could take full responsibility and deploy a reporier specialising in the
field of women. There already exists specialised reportiers in subjects of health and environment.
The page is already part of newspaper character, that is reguiarly expected every wednesday of
the week. It has proved 1o be a success and a creditable atiribute to The New Vision. Yet, there
has always existed an underlying connotation that The New Vision is doing ACFODE a favour
by running a page on women. Although Weckly Topic on the other hand pays ACFODE for the
contribution made by the ‘Dear Counselior’ The Now Vision does not. Both newspapers charge
for publicity supplements from other organisaiions and Lherefore non-payment by ACFODE
indicales conceried effort by the parties invoived Lo improve the women's image in the media.

The page is an empowerment project for ACFODI. The organisation is more or less assured of
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is own publicity with easy access 1o the press. Relinquishing iis control would jeopardize the
sense of power and achievement ACFODE fecls from publishing the page and in redirecting its
future. This could be a justifiable apprehension. What should be confronted by ACFODE is; for
how long will ACFODE run a page from it limited time and financial budget? 1f ACFODE

pulled out, would they have confidence in The New Vision to fulfil the original objectives.

5.2. RELATIONS WITH OTHER WOMEN'S GROUPS

ACFODE's objective in setting up the page was 10 encourage other women's groups 1o participate
and contribuie their own news on the page. The appeal 1o women was made in a number of ways.
One was 1o introduce the page officially to individual organisations with in the country by writing
to them about the role of the page and its introduction. !t alsp involved running an appeal 1o
women every week on the page inviting them to participate. A special meeting with NRC district
women representatives was called during which ACFODE publications were introduced with a
request to the women to take advantage of the pages’ existence and to inform secretaries for
women affairs at all levels of the district 10 send in news. In a few isolated instances, even men

brought in news and information about women's aciivities within their districts.

To an extent, the page was an obstacie and a source of ntimidation 10 some women's groups,
pariicularly at the same level of prominence as ACFODE. The organisations due 10 a sense of
pride would rather not give the news to ACFODE and would prefer to pass it on directly 1o The
New Vision. With time, it became clear that The New Vision would still reserve the stories for
the women’s page. There was more suspicion about ACFODE's capacity 1o represent the groups,
genuinely. This meant more work and uime in preparation of the page. One particular group after
realising the fact that the page was useful for its own publicity, kept in a constant flow of news
about its own activities. The page was grudgingly accepted but with complaints if the stories
were reduced or if some of them were not run. Some greups within Kampala would bring in their
reporis of events written haphazardly and 1t was up 10 ACFODE to rewrite them inlo readable and
publishable material. This would mean following a New Vision [ormat of writing news that could
possibly reinterpret the information differenty from what the organisations had meant it to be.
This would result in follow up tensions wilh complainis about the stories. The obvious
interpretations would be based on the issue of competition with other groups rather than media
gthics and technicalities in running the page. The changes would be caused by late arrivals of
stories past the deadline for the week or because the stories would nol compete with the rest of
the available ones. Besides, the majority of urban-based groups were more financially and
institutionally in a position to erganise publicity. This meant that the groups would want to have
frequent news coverage. Hence, the major problem was 1o guard against making the page a

publicity arena for urban based women’s groups, or 2 few influential women and politicians, at
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the expense of other women from the countryside.

There was also a threat that the page would be turned into a public relations forum for ACFODE.
The group had an advantage of running the page. Their own activitles would easily take priority
in the selection of articles. Secondly, there was a danger that certain individual members would
take advantage of the chance 1o demand for publicity, based on their own personal interests, under
the pretext of being entitled as women. For example, what would happen if ACFODE demanded
thai a story whose subject 1s ACFODLE and written by 1is own officers must be approved by the
boss before it was carried in the newspaper? The advantlage is that possible errors and
embarrassmenis could be avoided. However, its own hazards are that the process is time
consuming. Sccondly, the articles by the time they are approved by the person taiked about, the
stories would read like what the person should have said and not what was actually communicated
1o the public at the actual function. The likely danger was that people in attendance couid lose
more confidence in the page because it would distort the information and thus, be considered
propaganda. Ancther feeling in some quarters was that whatever ACFODE did had to end up in
the news. This kind of attitude should be guarded against because it could alienate other
organisations. Uniform rules should apply fer women's groups and individuals otherwise all soris
of unimportant activities would be expected to run on the page. ACFODE would have to compete
favourably with other organisation about what is newsworthy. This safepuards the page against

loss of credibility as a women's forum.

Professional tensions, rivalries and competition among the women's groups was a likely scene from
which difficuliies {or the page would arise. The women’s groups are, in principle, expected to
be working for a common interest, to advance the status of women. However, the means to do
so may not be agreeable by every group. IFor exampie, although some groups were happy to take
the credit for the work they were doing through the acknowledgement in the press, ACFODE’s
contribution was regarded with suspicion. Some times it was strategically better off to cover
certain women's events, especially from another women’s group, under a New Vision cover than
as ACFODE in order to minimise tensions from other groups. A few groups wanted the publicity
but with apprehensions abous getting the opportunity via an ACFODE project. The tension could
be sparked off from unexpecied corners such as a mere byline of a story. Some articles on the
page carry the byline of ‘Acfode reporter’ just for technical purposes. The New Vision has.a
similar system in which *Vision reporter” may be used as a byline. There are several reasons
among which are that; the writer mayv not want 1o be identified or has not necessarily been to the

source of the story,

An example of the extent of the tension was a personal experience in which 1 was invited 1o an
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informal meeting with the then information officer of the Ministry of Women in Development
(WID). ACFODE had covered series of ariicles foliowing up women’s recommendations from all
over the country during the ministry’s education and empowerment prograhmes 10 educate
women about the Constitution. The articies carried the byline of the *Acfode reporter’, partly
because they were written {rom regular reports from the women’s seminars and interviews with
the trainer. The WID olficer auempted unofficially to negotiate the omission of the'Acfode
reporter’ byline from the stories on women's page. The reason given on behalf of the ministry was
that the byline was compromising the WID’s position as 2 national machinery. According to the
WID officer the implications were that the ministry favoured ACFODE by supplying them with
news, at the expense of other women's organisations. However, ACFODE happened to be the only
women's group with an assured access 1o the mass media. It was unclear whether the WID
proposal was a result of complaints from other groups. The WID proposal was that at least the
stories would rather carry ‘Vision reporier’, or somebody’s name rather than the Acfode byline.
Impressions from the meeling were that WID did not mind the publicity offered by ACFODE.
Their strategy was 1o take credit for their achievements but at the expense of ACFODE's efforts
by down plaving the later’s contribution. The plans could not materialise, and the solution was
for the Mlinistry to allocate 2 reporter who would cover WID stories rather than ACFODE. It was

later possible to run the stories from WID under the byline ‘WID reporter.’

Controversial stories invelving women's groups may also be a source of institutional tensions and
rivalries among the groups. Twe incidents that come 1o mind involved at one time a national
coordinating body for all women’s NGDOs, the National Council of Women (NCW). The second
incident was more political and involved the Presidents office. The NCW operates as a
coordinating ‘NGDO’ for women's organisations. However, iwas set up by parliamentary decree
and is in reality, a government body. Representatives of Women's groups met in a common forum
1o dissolve the control government had on women through the NCW. The resolution was for
women to set up their own independent coordinating machinery and at the same time urgently
pressurise the government to revise the NCW decree. The meeting was attended by ail the state
institutions in charge of women and was hosted by WID, a government body, to discuss possible
dissolution of another competling government body. The decision was bound to clash with the
interests of the NCW. The resolutions included the fact that the meeting’s proposal should be made
known to ali women in order 1o decide on the fate of the NCW. The women’s page carried-a
detailed story of events at the meeting. ACFODE was in a compromised situation because there
was no way, by virtue of the agenda, of covering the events without alienating at least one of the

parties. Ensuing accusations said ACFODE used the page to undermine and destroy the NCW#

21 The aceusations came out duripng informal talks and during ALFODE's seld evaluation report.
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Amnother possible source of compromising ACFODE’s position on the page 15 based on the fact that
the page appears in a government newspaper and may not be an appropriate forum for women'’s
critical appraisal of government policies. An example is the second incident which was about the
location of WID offices in the Parliamentary buildings. which also house the president’s office.
Women demanded that the ministry’s of fices should be as a matter of urgency moved out of the
buildings because they were inaccessibie to the majority of women., The women complained that
they were subjected 1o securily checks at the entrance and that this inumidated many women,
particularly from the rural areas 10 approach the minisiry il they had problems. Women would
not be allowed 1o carry their hand bags inside the buildings. The women’s demands were carried
on the page. The security officers in Presidents office were not happy about the story because
it portraved them as harassing women. The official rules did not demand checking of women
aithough handbags had 1o be left behind. The pracuce was however different because the juniors
at the entrance screened women before entering. The security officer in President’s office
complained 1o WID for making such an allegation. The WID commissioner at the time summoned
the ACFODE editor for another informal meeting. The request was that an apology should be run
in the newspaper to correct the ‘misunderstanding’. But as many women had complained about
the checks. the request could not be granted. Fortunately both the WID Commissioner and
security leaders at Presidents office could differentiate between security guards actions on the
ground and official policy. The matier was dropped without an apelogy. Currently, the ministry

has been moved out of the parliamentary buildings.

5.3. PROS AND CONS OFF AN EXCLUSIVELY WOMEN'S PAGE.

Content analysis of The New Vision, shows a contradiction between the editorials and women’s
page stories, with the rest of the sensational stories which distort the reality about women. The
pagce is subtitled “Women's Vision® as an exclusively women’'s page. Connotations from the title are
that cither, the page is meant for only women readers and hence the men might loose an interest
in it. Aliernatively, it could be left to the gender sensitive readers. The page, by bundling
women's stories together gives biased readers an opportunity to marginalise it. The implications
are that women's issues are nol nationai issues and belong exclusively to women. Hence, this may
limiy 1ts chances of getting 2 wider readership. 11 is currently unclear who the readership is and
how wide it is. The exciusiveness has a second disadvantage in that all siories on women would
be kept for the women's page which was only once a week. The assumption ai the newspaper was
that stories on women were exclusively for women’s page, thus, discouraging chances of equal
competition on other pages. The selection of the steries on other pages is up 1o the good will and
discretion of the sub~editorin charge of the particalar page. Hence, most of the stories on women

would be cutdated by the time the page came outl once a week.
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The first remedy in the short run, would be 1o increase the frequency of the page in a week. The
second option would be 10 increase the number of pages from onc so that as much material as
possible is run on the pages. This would also enable the newspaper o run the foreign articies on
women which currently dominate the page alongside well-investigated feature stories about
Ugandan women. The long term remedy would be to integrated women's developmental stories
within the rest of the newspaper so thal they are presented, not necessarily as women’s stories, but
as national issues. The later suggestion would require & conscious effort on the part of women’'s
groups and The New Vision in the selection of artcles 10 cnsurc that the subject matter is

constructive to the society.

3.4. THE WOMEN'S MAGAZINE.
ARISE: Successes and limitations

The first strategy towards a solulion o women's negative portraval in the media was

establishment of a woman's developmental magazine, Arise and the second is a Writing Skills
project.  ACFODE's priority projects as early as 1986 was to esiablish a women's forum for
communication. The idea was 1o start a women's magazine which would counteract the negative
images of women perpetuated by the mainsiream media and 1o address wider women's issues and
a more vast audience. The magazine was set up in twe stages. First was the establishment of the
women's page. and secondly, the Introduction of an Acfode Newsleter. At the setting up of the
women's page in 1985, ACFODL was not instiwtionally and financially eguipped to run a
women’s magazine, There was however, an urgent need Lo start laying a foundation which would
assist towards changing of attiwides about women. Since not all information from the rural areas
could be carried on the women’s page, the response resulied into formation of an ACFQODE
newsletter, The newsletter served the following needs, which were reflecied in the contents. The
newsletter’s basic features were experiences of other women especially, in the rural areas,
collected during networking visits by ACFODE. It served to exchange and inform women about
other women. The contents included announcements and events affecting women. There was a
section on education such as family life education, family planning information, legal issues,
appropriale technology and heaith matiers. The topics were basicatly based on requests of topics

made by women during the sensitisaiion networking visiis.

The newsletter was initally produced in English. The language was deliberately simplified in
order to be understood by the women with Himited knowledge of english. The reason was because
the readership was rural women. Copies of newsletiers were allocated to districts through the NRC
women represeniatives. The second method was through the ACFCDE regular visits to the areas
and this was done by giving copies te individuzl women. The method of reading was assumed to

be by a few lierale women in the groups, or children in primary school who would interpret the
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information. A similar assumption was used for brochures on legal rights and family life
education. As the demand for the newslellers increased, ACFODE decided 1o transiate the
English version into four main languages. The English version was the fifth. Translations have
their own limitations in terms of expertise, time and production, which will not be discussed in
this paper. The Newsletier produced a bulk of information which laid the foundation for the

magazine. The production of Arise magazine ended the newslelter era.

Arise is a quarierly developmental women's magazine. According 10 ACFODE, the Newsletier
was expanded inie Arise so as to ‘cncompass wider issues and reach a greater audience’
(Arise:1991). The magazine was alipned along the newsletier format but with more analytical
subjects related 1o women. Arise is a 32 page mapazine and started with a circulation of 2000
copies per issue. The newsletter had a much smaller volume of 12 pages, and a circulation of
about 1000 per issue, of the english version. The nature of articles in the mapazine have not
changed dramaticaily from 1the newsletter. The magazine carries steries and information on
gender and development 1ssues such as: heslth, educauon, technology, mass media, issues of legal
reform and counselling, agriculiure, women's work, culiure and many other aspects of women.
But the level of analvsis and degree of discussion has become more advanced and sophisticated.
This caters for only a certain category of well educated people who could write women and
development oriented debates, in english. These are the same people who contribute to the
magazine and read it. The demand {or the magazine by 1991 had grown that it was expanded 10
be put on the sireet market. The magazine is circulated 1o education institutions, parliamentarians,
the ministries, some diplomatic missions in Kampalz, Women's groups and NGOs in Uganda while
a guota 15 allocated w0 each of the districts. The magazines for the districls were circalaied
through women parliamentarians®?free of charge. Members of ACFODE were entitled to a copy
of the magazine free of charge. Recently, the members buy it at a subsidized rate in order to
allach a value 1o the magazine. The magazine is also circulated to some women's research centres,
groups and libraries abroad, either on exchange basis or subscription. The contents are thus,
gearcd to suit a variety of readership. In a defensive editorial about the *Mass media and iis
impact’, The Arise argues that

such publications like *Arise’ have been crivicised {or being elitist and giving
expression to a few over publicised women. We look at this criticism as an atlempt
to undermine women's efforts to express their achievements through models.
These women are playing an imporiant role in socicty and can be used as vehicles
1o pass on the message 1o pass on the message to many un informed men and
women. They serve as lighthouses especially 10 the youth, inviting them 1o rise
from ignorance and enslaving traditional practices and embrace the future with
courage. In their own right, these women occupy positions of infiuence in society

22 This method of distribution has been halted for mest of the NRC women representatives. It was

discovered that some NRLs would not distribute the mapazines to the target groups. Others would keep the
magarines at their offices.
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and there fore should be given their rightful place .
{Arise: 1991; Editorial).

The direction of the magazine has changed from the simply wrillen newsletter, to earn itself a
repulation of being elitist, In reality, the accusatlion is genuine although the principle could
change 10 suil a wider and lesser privileged readership in Uganda. Women’s strategies should
build more on advancing women’'s points of view aboui their own reality and experiences within
the stories written, rather than falling into the irap of becoming mouthpieces which are an
imposition on what the elite think women want. Grassroots organisers cannot afford 1o overlook
even the slightest individual episodes of struggle and opposition because opposition may begin
from such marginalised location, and therefore *bracketing’ the marginalised potential ‘can leave
activisis paralysed” (Rvan:1991, p.16}. There should be a conscious effort by the women's
movement in Uganda 1o establish a rural women's voice in the media, from the rural women's
point of view. This can also be done through breaking the barriers of language, for example by
wriling in the languages understood and read by women, and as a long term strategy, working on
improving women's chances of education. The 1wo are major barriers 1o women's access to the
media and as a result enhancing women's powerlessness.

3.3, GENDUER SENSITIVE COMMUNICATION

The Gender Sensitive Communication(GSC) programme was introduced by ACFODE as a sirategy
to deal specifically with the media content. The problem with the content was identified as gender
bias against women, anu~-women siories and media exclusion of imporiant subjects about women.
The GSC programme as sirategy, aims at involving the media practitioners in re~discussing their
own stories and editorials. Participants targeied are journalists from newspapers, magazines and
development organisations with publications. The workshop is open to men participants.

ACFODE members from the various standing committees such as education, research, legal and
political and projects are included in the training. Members are given the skills to detect media
bias and to be able o write issues concerning women. A more imporiant objective for membership
training is to built a support group which can supply ACFODE publications with the relevant
issues about women. The intention is to give participants skills 1o be more gender-sensitive in
their work and to empower them to think towards writing development oriented stories. The
programme is divided between theoretical and practical excrcises and is held twice a year for three
to five days. The second phase is a follow up of the first. The theoretical sessions cover general
discussions on gender and culture, the role of women in development of Uganda, and women’s
rights as opposed to men's in the Ugandan laws. The practical sessions involve information
gathering and writing skills and are designed according 10 the needs and suggestions {rom the
ACFODE members and some of the recommendations from preceding workshops. Some

workshops have aiso included provision of skills in photography,  The areas covered are how to
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write news slories, press releases, all forms of well investigated leature siories and documentation.
Altheough most of the participants such as professional journalists arc already familiar with these
skills, the purpose is Lo re-orient them towards investigation from a gender aware point of view.
Lastly, the training involves ficld exercises in which the participants are sent to different sites in
which women are involved in various activities to investigate, carry out interviews and wrile a
development~orienied story. The whole programme aims al ending with publishable material.
Previously, the participanis came up with 2 fot of weli-written and unbiased articles, some of

which have been published by the press.

The programme has been a successful strategy on the part of women because it has media
praclitioners 1o discuss women's problems in the media. Secondly, it offers women a chance to
build a link with the media and demystily the working of the media on one hand and issues of
women and development. ACFODE members trained in the programme provide a back up
support for the ACFODE publications. The women work else where in government and the
private sector and involves professions and occupations ranging from lawyers, teachers, nurses,
housewives and business. The advantage 1s that the women are made specialisis in writing about
their own ficld. For ACFODE, the project is potentiatly a money saving venture because of the
support given by members o the ACFODE publications. It would go a iong way to solve the
problem of shortage of writers.  The project, as expressed from recommendations from
participants, needs 1o be more regular in order to cover as many journalists as possible. This is
reflected in the requests made by some organisations and the fact that at follow-ups, some groups

prefer 1o send a different participant from the initizl ones in order 1o spread the skilis.

5.6. THE MEDIA CONTACT GROUIP

One major out come of the GSC programme is the proposal 1o form a media contact group which

would monitor the biased stories in the media and prepare a response. The group would ensure
that responses appear in the media. The sirategy has not been realised so far. Some of the
resppnses are based on individual responses and lack proper coordination. The failure is partly
due to the fact that after the workshops, there are lesser chances of coherent mobilisation of the
group since they all go back to their institutions. However, the women’s groups could seriously
consider forming an independent group in which all arefh;ﬁ:semed 50 that they pledge their
commitment 1o the task rather than making it an ACFFODE responsibility. The media contact
group would be facilitated by a strong information and documentation resource bank to supply
the writers with well researched daia. Research is needed into areas in which the media is silent
about women and those in which a lot of facis are distoried. For example, there is urgent need for
information about women's coniribution, partcularly in areas of subsisience and demestic work,

in trade such as the informal sector, violence apainst women, especiaily in the domestic sphere,
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legal righis, implications of differences in gender power on access 1o resources, implications of
media images of women on society, changes in ideology and many others. The centre could be

jointly run by the interesied women's groups.

5.7. MAKING THE MEDIA PARTICIPANT IN WOMEN'S PROGRAMMES

One of the major obstacles 10 peneirating the media is because they have kept up, on the surface,

a front of non~alignment with the issues they report about. The reality however is that the media
serves certain interests which they may be conscious or unconscious about. Hence, the media
reporters are usually bystanders and supposedly impartial about what they report. The idea of
making the media participant in women’s programmes is to ensure that women’s issues are
demvstified and treated as human issues of development. This couid be done through involving
media personnel in decision making on 1ssues affecting women. The magnitude of the decision
may range in impeortance for as long as the basic issue is positive parnicipation. For example,
ACFODE interviews to recruit staff for publicaiions was composed of a panel of a Chiel Sub-
editor of The New Vision and the then Editor~in-Chiefl of Weekly Topic (both men) with the
members of the ACFODE Executive Committee, who offered guidance on the basic priorities and
interests of the organisation. The ACFODE editorial board which 1s in charge of the publications
15 also composed of media professionals, some of whom are men. Although the decision to include
them was basically out of respect for their professional competence, it achieves a basic
empowerment mission of familiarising them, on a recular basis, with the women’s cause. One
could not rule out the possibility that the familiariséuon has helped o break the ice on hoth sides
and Tacilitate the positive interes: shown by the two newspapers in production of the ‘Women's

Vision® and the "Dear Counscellor’,

The Constitutional Consultation project.

The above project offers an example of aciual media participation in women’s issues. The project
was executed by the ministry of WID in Uganda, some women’s NGDOs and the co-sponsoring
agency, the Danish International Pevelopment Agency (DANIDAY. The project was set up to
educate Ugandan women about the constitution so that they are able 10 propose ideas to the
Constitutional Commission which was working on the drafting of a new Constitution for the
country. The report indicates coverage which involves 113 county level seminars in 25 districis
of Uganda. The mass media was identified as a means through which activities of the programme
would be publicised (WID, June 1991). The means identified were through newspaper articles,
television, radio, song and drama. Two major ways were used to involve the media. The first was
a workshop organised for women journalists working with the media. The workshop involved the
journalisis as women who needed 1o learn about their constwutional rights. They made proposals

and recommendations to the new constitution. The journalisis were also met as professionals who
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had a coniribution (o make by empowering the public about the women's needs.  The second
strategy was the formation of a media monitoring group for the project. The group was composed
of people from the mass media, and was a venture initiated under the palronage of ACFODE 1o
keep the media constantly in discussion about the progress of the project and the numerous gender
related issues. The project was a most positively covered venture which publicised women’s needs,
publicly exposed discriminatory laws against women and publicised women’s recommendations
for the new constitution. Alithough the media was involved at mid level decision making in the
project in terms of choice of content and nature of presentation, in future it would possibly be
even more profitable for women to involve the media at both the planning and executing stages

of the projecis.

5.8. THE WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN DECISION MAKING IN THE MEDIA

There is a clear absence of women’s input in the decision making in the media. Currently, the
media assumes what should be of inierest 1o the readers, thus, satisfying specific categories of
people while others are made objecis in the media. The women’s movement needs to develop a
strategy of influencing policy that promotes women's influence on particularly the media content,
and the operational policies of the media. The movement could also push for a policy orientation
which would increase chances of employment of women in the media. Women’s participation in
media matiers in Uganda is still very minimail. Although this 1ask could be long term in its
realisation, the fact of making it public knowledge would put some pressure on media bosses Lo
consider women's under represemiation in boih the medis contemt and employment. Women's
recruitment in both The New Vision and Weekly Topic. Tor example. is still 100 low, There is
evident bias in the profession that women are not suitable because of the aggressiveness needed
and keeping irregular hours at work and certainly net by married or pregnant women. Such
atlitudes influence recruitment processes and even the women who would be interested in jnining

the media profession.

Last bul not the least is 2 more urgent issue of corruptlion in the media profession, particularly in
Radio and Television. It has become almost impossible for anybody 1o get media coverage without
negotiating a side payment 1o line persennel who handle the stories, right from the producers of
the programmes 10 the technicians. Most women's groups and individuals cannot afford to pay
such exorbitant funds from a limited budget of operation. As a result, what determines
newsworthiness in the media is the monetary factors. The problem of corruption is deep rooted
within the poor economic conditions of the couniry and renumeration policies of the Civil Service
in Uganda. For as long as the stale still has monopoly over the media, the problem of
renumeration is more Hikely 1o continue. An immediate move by women wouid be Lo pressurize

government o reward fairly their employees.
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CHAPTER SIX:
SUMMARY AND CONCIUSION

The issues which come out over and over again in the study of Ugandan préss can be loosely

divided into three interrelated levels of analysis of media discourse. Of imporiance to this paper
is the news approach in which, for example, selective topics about women are reported, thereby
legitimising a point of view of the press about women. The second level deals with conception
of the text in terms of ideclogy portrayed in the newspaper and lastly, the third level which is on
the kind of power struggles involved in the mainenance of the ideological versions reflected in
the dominant discourse. Discourse, denotes the textual form of language use {van Dijk:1989), with
particular emphasis on its dominance in media communication. Various levels of discourse,
according to van Dijk’s orieniation, are @ power within themselves, which is facilltated by
accessibility 1o the instruments of power(media), conirol of speech acts, domination of a particular

topic, particular speakers and the evaluation of incidents by particular powerful people.

6.1. TEXTUAIL PRESENTATION OF DISCOURSIE

According to van Dijk, discourse and communication play a big role in transformation and
acquisition of ideology. This may be done through restricted topic selection, strategic control of
knowledge on what is news or not newsworthy(in the media) and in setting up strict ethics and
forms of perception. The significant inter relationship between real life experiences and the
interpretation and representation indicates that the nawure of stories published in the press in
Uganda represent contradiciory versions of the contextual women’'s experiences. The seleciive
mechanism employed by the press excludes massive information about women’s potential and
distributes the few ideas aboul women which interest the newspapers and a selective readership.
The images of women in the Ugandan press are transmitted through, exclusion of positive aspects
of women in the choice of subject and by particular down playing of the women's contribution
to seciety and highlighting mosily anii-seocial stories connected with women. The dominance of
court stories are an example which give the impression that what women are mostly good at is
committing crimes, or being victims of crimes. Women's credibility in the media is derived from
women's association with agents of power, or women’s access 1o facilitators of power. Powerin
the Ugandan press is by implication an important baii for media coverage. The first nature of
stories patronize women in 2 way that the subjects of the stories are often talked about in
connection with others. For example, the usage of gender ascriptions such as ‘woman’, ‘wives’
and others, identify women in a relational manner. A term such as ‘housewife’ or emphasis on
the husband’s profession suppresses women’s individuality. The implications are that the women's
identity s lost in the process and therefore glong with it the recognition of women as individual
citizens of a society. As much as this may be patronising 10 women, it is also negative 1o the men

as well as 1o the integrity of the mentioned profession. Women's identification by the husbands
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profession imply that women as the responsibility of their husbands. This indirecty connotes a
form of power and conirol over women since for exumple Lhe women's actions would be an
evaluative reflection on the husbands capacity 1o manage their wives.  The second power related
recognition of wemen looks at newsworthy versions ol reality such as women involved in crime
and scandals. Court stories in particular represent an institutionalised form of power on one hand,
and the defendants subordination on the other. The court s, thus, vory auractive for the media.
Lastly, there is a form of media coversge derived from rescurce acquisition. Stories in which
women are involved in public activities such as seminars and workshops are attractive {or the
media particularly in connection with the sponscrs of the activities.  There are also stories in
which women are involved in activities which may have menewary value such as fund raising, and
income generating projects. The mediys interest in women is in connection with the amouni of
money coflected or the imporiant guests at the occasion. A similar conclusion can be made from
media coverage related 10 women's association with dignitaries, who wield a form of political
and material public and individual forms of power. In the case of The New Vision, dignitaries
are given a posivve poriraval, while in Weekly Topic. kigh ranking women officials are given
recognilion in opposition te the dignitaries’ pawer derived from their privileged position.  This
form of reporage overshadows women’s coxperionces. for example. in production and
reproduction. The other level of power in media discourse ts idenufiable in the free reign given
10 public debates about women especizliy as seen lrom the analvsis of the Makerere incident. The
media subtly let Joose parucular people’s opinion of the ncident. The coverage of women’s
topical 1ssues, was dominated by commentary and public debate. While widening the level of
discourse and thereby giving frec reign o the ideology. reportaee on the Makerere incident for
example. exhibited 2 high level of manipulation in which the aclual newspaper policy about the
issue, seemingly positive on the surface (in the case of The New Vision), in the backpround
employed a double standard in which sexist views were portraved under the pretext of {reedom
of expression. A subtle and hidden way of covering up prejudice is explained in van Dijk's
example of racist talk which has 1aken a more *"culiural” oriemwation” partly because of heavily
monitored officail norms of nondiscrimination. Pechnigues used by white people, according 1o
the example, may include an acknowledgement of anti-racist norms and an affirmation that
*whatever they may say about "Toreigners” they do nol mean w bue racisis’(p.34). White people,
van Dijk argues, may 1atk negatively about vlhnic nunorities, and at the same ume, balance the

.

argument by a ‘...positive self -preseniation...., as tolcrant, nonracist, understanding citizens'.

Manipulation as a form of power exercises control over the subject through symbelic
communication designed to make indirect suggestions, limil, or determine selectively, without
appearing to do so, and thereby transmilling certain negative or positive atlitudes (Wrong: 1979).

Likewise in the Weekly Topic, the Makerere programme wias dominated by commentary and
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debate, such that the final iext exhibited the type of ideology the newspaper wanied 10 get across

1o the reader by use of part of the readership 1o debate the issue.

6.2. THE INTERESTS AT WORK

The identifiable groups in the media discourse are at one level, the dominant group of the elite,

who form the bulk of the readership and at another level, are the uneducaied and poor Ugandans,
particularly rural women who are talked aboul in the media. These are in a hierarchical and
vertical power relationship with gach other. The elite are discussed as an instrumental group
whose status in the society is validaied by public ideology which considers them naturally
qualified for their position {Cohen:1981). According to the argument, elite men and women’s
power is built through access to institutions such as education, religion, media, language eic..
Since gender is a relational social situation, there is evident power involved in the relationship
between men and women. Media discourse In Ugandan is dominated on one side by male
interests, as reflected through patriarchal beliefs, and on the other side, the women elites who are
in opposition 1o the ideas advocated by the former. From the study both groups have a relatively
easy access o the media. Women, even at the elite level are also under attack on the basis of their
gender. The common aspect shared by both men and women elites and inaccessible to the rest of
the uneducated Ugandans is education, which determines the class position, and as a result, the
language, english in which the text in the newspapers is written. Language versions, reflect
power structures of sociely and are said 10 rank groups In accordance with power, and status
chances of the groups concerned (Nobert:1991). The language plays a vital role in the press

because 1t excludes many people and confines monopoly of the debate to a few Ugandans.

The common aspect 15 the conflicting parties” claims 1o decide priority interests of the rural
women. An interesting equivalent of this 1ype of claim to know what is best for the
disadvaniaged is mirrored in van Dijk’s argument that while persuading the powerless that forms
of actions are within their interest, the persuader has at hand a crucial sirategy which conceals
power. The rural people in general and women specifically only gain credibility in numbers or
only when in relaiion 10 an important and powerful person. In all cases, there is lack of the rural
people’s voice, even when the story is supposed 1o be writien in their interest. The study shows
that rural women are relegaled to sensationalist coverage meant 1o entertiain as human interest
stories. For example, 2 woman who beais a husband or c¢lopes is given sensational coverage.
Numerous women are beaten and abused every night; many women are victims of domestic
violence, but the stories rarely get 10 the news. Assaull against men by women is acknowledged
publicly while men’s assault of women is treated as normal. Ahhough it is in order to report
criminal acis of women, it has become clear that the press does not report women’s other positive

aspects such as, their daily contribution in terms of domestic and subsistence work, reproduction
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and production roles in the country. The sum 1o1al is that women seem to be irresponsible, violent

and tyrannical in society.

ONFLICT OF INTERESTS AND TR ANSMISSION OF IDEQLOGY.

In order to determine the social relations affecting women within the ideological frame work of
the stories published by the press, there is need to look at the contradictory versions said about
women in the media. Ideology consists of various interests which, according to van Dijk, are
dependant consiructions of reality. Fragmentauon of women inio middle class women and rural
women is identified in the analysis. For example, a common aspect 10 Weekly Topic approach
1o women’s sirategies is the creation of an imaginary battleground in which middle class women
are on one side working 1o oppress the society. Techniques used to transmit ideology reflected
in the study are based on the framing of women particularly in a linguistic or thematic manner.
The techniques include branding of women mto stereotypes. viclim creation, portraying women

as exploiters, or depending on class, by poriraying men as vicums of women’s selfishness,

The construction of middie class women 1s on the basis of high income, political participation, and
by association of women with rich men., Another version supported in the media is that the
educated women at the forefront who teach grassroots women to demand for their rights have a
hidden agenda which is basically 1o exploit the rural women. The media also grudgingly accepts
the 1dea of development by involving women. However, the method of involvement is contested

by both the media and the women's movement?

. Wellare and anli-poverly approaches to the
devejopment of women are easily acceplable by the media. The media also accepts, 1o a greater
extent, ithe government effliciency approach in which women are seen as key factors in
contributing 1o the development of the couniry, particulary in view of the economic hardships,
debt crisis, balance of irade problems, and the IMF structural adjustment problems faced by the
economy. Stralegies orienied towards equality for men and women such as the positive
discrimination issues, or those oriented towards empowerment of women provoke resistance that
women are demanding a Iot and want to revoiutionise the whole system by dominating men. By
system, reference is made to the cultural beliefs and ideology about women'’s subordinate position
and men’s superiority. The issue of equality is further played apainst women by the media to
focus on unequal relations of women, as a qualifying factor for unequal relations between men
and women. The Weekly Topic's insistence on the women’s class issue is oriented towards a
marxist approach which marginalises gender inegualities even within a single class. Weekly Topic

has a phobia about mobilised women, as seen through the editorials written during women's

23 Lycklama (1992) gives 2 systematic analysis of trends in women and development strategies which

clearly shed light on the contests on where emphasis has been put in women's programmes. The five approaches
cited are; Welfare, Equity, Anti-poverty, Efficiency and Empowerment approaches.
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celebrations and reaction to any form of policy advanced in women's interests.  The newspaper
argues that feminism is western and a new form of hidden imperialism aimed at the exploitation
of Ugandan rural women. Ironically, the newspaper class analysis of women’s issues beirays an
element of foreign influence from marxist theories. The ‘exploited” women are further
fragmenied into victims, such as prostituies, housemaids, rural women. These make ideal ‘victims’
because of limited resources, and are as a result considered powerless and therefore, not a threat
to the dominam ideology. Middle class women are a threat to the dominant ideology because they
have access to resources, such as education which they could use 10 contest the newspaper version
of patriarchal ideology raised in the media discourse.  The fragmentation of women is 2
disuniting strategy on the part of pairiarchal ideology. While differenual aspects of women are
portraved in the forefront, the men are portrayed as 8 homogeneous entity, thus giving them a

semblance of suability and unity.

The differences in middle class women's percepion of reality may not necessarily be in conflict
with the rural women's percepuon, if the ultimate goal is the same. What women should strive
1o achieve is 10 make this point of view known 1o the public. This necessitates a need for women
1o set up a serious forum which will contest sexist biases in the media, as discussed in the possible
strategies earlier in the studv. Women's groups could aiso confront the issue of class which is
brought out in a conflict as a defence lor patriarchal biases. FFor example, newspaper treatment
of domestic relations between men and women is discriminatory. In Uganda, talking about
recognition of women’s contribution may be alright to a certain extent. This alludes specifically
1o the meanings attached 1o women's work and the sexual division of labour. Any reference 1o
changing the patriarchal ideology wriggers apprehension about reversal of roles. It is clearly
evident that women's liberation, for many people, implies men doing domestic work. Hence, 11
is more acceptabie 1o 1alk about devising appropriate technology projecis 1o reduce the work ioad

of women than involving men.

The press promoles exploitative overwork of women by; highlighting and promoting women’'s
work, especially participatory self~help activities outside the iraditional or subsistence domestic
seclors. Such formal activities are reported as women’s contribulion 1o development of the nation.
On the other hand, any deviations by women to denounce or act against domestic expectations of
the woman in terms of work is treated sensationally. Secondly, any mention of easing of women's
work load by involving men in the work, or a mention of unfair sexual division of labour is
treated as un~cultural and *western ideas’ of feminism. This is demonstrated, for example, in the
stories in which the writer is resentful of women’s participation in politics. The construciion of
sexual division of labour is from a perspective in which women’s labour is contesied on gender

grounds and used 1o legitimise a patriarchal ideology. The question of labour should be brought
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more in the public eye so that other versions of its usefulness are made known. The gquestion of
changing sexual division of jabour in a changing environment necds to be addressed. This has
implications on women’s education, public life and productive and reproductive potential.

Women's work is both an ideological and political issue which is heavily contested in society and
refiected in the media. For example, the domestic service issues raised by Weekly Topic editorial
portrays elites in a clear class conflict of interest. Women politicians are said to require services
of a housemaid, in order to fulfil the public obligations. Men want the same women’s obligations
but from their own class of women. However, in both cases, the powerless housemaids (underdogs)
become a contested prey within the ideological and power struggles of the elite men and women.
The assumptions made in the editorial are that payment of housemaids is a women’s responsibility.
As a result, attitudes promoied are thal women’s education and consequent participation in the
public political sphere are a threat to benefits accruing from women’s work. For example in the
Makerere debate, educated women are said 10 be below the siandards of a traditionally ideal
candidate for marriage and are thercfore disqualified. Uneducated women are idealised
nosialgically as appropriate for the satisfaction of culwral values. Education as a result is a threat
1o culwural benefits from patriarchy. The major interest in protecting housemaids, for example,
15 10 keep educated women at home in order to wait on men.  Hence, the use of women’s labour
also as a form of control of both women’s freedom of movement and participation in public life,
and consequenti privatisation of women. Mowever, not all housemaids are abused, and certainly
nol by women only. Women's sirategies could be aimed at presenting the version not discussed
in the debate; 1o encourage men, since women are portraved as defauliers, to supplement the
salary paid by women 1o the girls so that housemaids are no longer exploited. The other
aliernative is to involve men in domestic work so that women are not necessarily pulled out of
their public duties, by stressing the benefits for society as 2 whole. In changing media biases
about women, one must iackle the problem of construction of such stereotyped images which are
by implication negative and undermine individual dignity of women, due to the undertones of

subjugation and exploitation embodied within the ideology.

The Women’s posiuion in the Ugandan media, however 1s not an exception from the subordinate
social, economic and political position occupied by women elsewhere in the country. The bottom
line reason why the treatment of women in the media is problematic is because the media
practitioners lack a basic consciousness, awareness and understanding of the relevance of women's
daily contributlion to the development of nation. The paper has indicated the changes and forces
invelved in the media and how each of them have been treated by the different interests. Sieps
taken by The New Vision and Weekly Topic in setling up women's forum, with the assistance of
women's organisations, for example are a positive step towards a willingness to change the

ideology which keeps women backwards.
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APPENDIX T} .
WOMEN SHOULD PROTEST MAKERERE SECTARIAN INSULT. .
Extracis from the Column, ‘Does 1t Make Sense’, ...

1. What 1 find most amazing is that, with the 21st century ,..., we have people in Uganda
who still nurse the misguided view that women cannot be equal to men unless accorded
special favours. And the worst part of this unsavoury situation is that the adherents of
this misconception have infiltrated the policy making mechanisms of the highest
institutions of learning. This is clearly manifested by the announcement by Makerere
University that women have been ‘effered’ (whatever that is supposed to mean) extra
poinis over men in the selection of entrants to the University... The potentially counter
produciive move is labelled as "gender weighing scheme”, not necessarily because of lack
of appropriate terminology.

2. Ironicaily, The New Vision carried a report of the so called gender weighing scheme
under the apparently complimentary headline "Makerere {avours women" Journalistic
eliquetie apart, "Makerere insults women” would have been a better headline. Whaiever
the case, one may say as " What is the rationale behind the decision to award women
candidates an extra 1.5 points merely because they are women?"

In my opinion, uniess the minimum ¢ntrance reguirements set by Makerere are a mockery,
there cannot be any justification for discriminating between candidates on the basis of
gender. Since candidates, both men and women sit the same examinations and the papers
are marked with oul appiving the obnoxicus gender weighing method, the sex of he
candidaie has ne bearing on the resulis whal so ever. Strangely, out of the blue Makerere
University authorities come up with a haphazard decision to award women candidates an
extra 1.5 points as il one’s sex is an academic facior.

3. The Gross anomaly has severe negative aspects, but I will just mention just one or two
... Candidates who use gender weighing scheme as their "conveyor belt" will find
themselves in the same class with maje and female students who were admitted striciy on
meril. Unless the University proposes 1o apply the gender weighing method even at that
level, there is no guaraniee that the "back door entranis” will cope with the intellectual
acrobatics of those admitted through the main entrance. It is nol, in my view, too far
fetched 1o predict that the majority of the "conveyor belt entrants” will fall by the way
side.

4. A1 the end of the day, empleyers who had hither to refrained from discriminating
between candidates for employment on the basis of sex will develop second thoughts. They
wili wonder whether women weighed on different academic scales are equal to men. 1t will
then be illogical for women 1o argue that alithough Makerere considers women to be
academically "unequal” to men (which is the only logical excuse for granting the exira 1.3
points) they are in fact equal to men in all aspects that matter.

It is my contlention the whoever "Invenled" the so called gender weighing scheme
introduced a2 machine designed 1o erode the fundamenmial principle on which the theory
of equality of sexes is based. The obnoxious part of the decision was according to The
New Vision story prompted by agitation of women organisations as a means of fostering
women's demands for equality with men. Cerainly women have a legitimate claim for
equality with men in all fields including academic pursuits. But in the case of the
infamous gender weighing scheme which they initiated, they are openly admitting that
at least academically women cannot be equal to men unless some mathematical
manipulation is effected in their favour.
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Pul differently, their sirategy is 10 run with the hare at the same time hunt with the

hound. Doces 1t make sense?

APPENDIX 111

1. Graduate women will ficat;/11/19%98

2. Why men prefer ayahs.i23/11/1990

1 was amused by a ietter from the
Contented' Lady.... Every sentence indicated
rebeilion and loss of respect for men. That is
one major reason why women graduates wiltl
continue to floating. Many fear marrying them
because they cannot manage them at home,

These women have been exposed to
ati sorts of influence which are very likely to
ruin marriages, For example, the "CLontented”
lady was saying that vibrators are better than
men. MWhich man can marry such a woman?
She is already used to an ertificial
husband that even if she got a natural cne,
that marriage would net last. 1 agree with Mr.
Lule that graduate women have lost substance and
even flavour,
In our Uganda(and African) society,
for a marriage to tast, a woman must obey and
respect a man. Many men would consider those two
valued when looking for a potential wife.
Another reason why graduate
women are feared ic that they have very hich
eapactations. There is lack of patience,
considerations and maturity among the majority
of them, Non graduate women are very good &t
these values.
1 for one was very much disgusted
by the way undergraduate women behaved when I
was still at Campus. I ug d to see the,m
changing ‘sugar daddies’ like clothing. How
could such women talk of being safe from HIV? If
she gets married, how can the hushands be sure
these chains of men, do not continue enjoying
her?

(signed)
Graduate Han
Kampala.

I wish to react to the article ....
Makerere graduates égose nut to to
or "Michael Wests”
....The trio must be congratulated for having
assessed the issue frankly, and to come out
broadty to advise the 1.5 girks' at campass to
prepare for the bitter truth some of them might
have to face after graduating.
! also wish to suppiement their
findings a% to why men ‘steep so low' for the
succuient Michael Wests far wives; and why
graduate wives lose out to their house girls.
The fact is that the studies women
take to graduate incuictates a sense of apen
mindedness and argumentative character and
consequently your femininity which males adore
in tadies evaporates.
After the loss of feminism, one
behave and acts as men to impress upon them
that she is equal if net better than them. She
wants to be the hen that crows when the cock
does, or to over ¢row the cock in the home.
Most men gonsider tadies tender and have great
respect for them, unfortunately graduate ladies
den't appreciate this and are often in the lead
tc agitate for equal rights and advise others to
turn into‘Nakawangas'(hens that crow).
Loss of femininity is repulsive to
your comrade maie graduates and they therefere
go for the Michael Wests, or in the home to
house girls to satisfy their need for true
feminism,
Husbands are not amused by the
Nakawangas attempts to crow. Neither do they
understang Nakawanga's adopted mentality te
challernge them in their spheres of infiuence,
imitate their attire, or the assumption that
males keep the hest for themselves.
Again your kind have little respect
for our cuiture, males rights and freedom. It
is your type who insist on hanging on men
wherever they go because you want te behave
‘white'. "“the odd-men-out™ in our scciety in a
manner comparable to a wife accompanied by the
husband to the "LADIES™ toilet to ensure her
faithfulness.
Finally, I don't see why the Nakawangas
cannot widen the range from which te select
partners by stooping low to male "Michael Wests”
At teast ] knew one of your kind who is happily

about why
house girls

married to a P.7 drop out. She never attampts to

Crow.

24

Sugar Paddy in Ugands is a commonly used term which refers to rich and eiderly men and mostly

married. 1t in order te woo them into

affairs.

is often believed that they lavish material things on the girls

25The term

The
to refer to Ordinary and Advanced levei students who still have to go to the University, The term implies

that they are academically immature.

"Michae! West" is taken #rom the Elementary English Michael West Dictienary . is used



APPENDIX IV

Select sensational stories about women: The New Vision.

1989

1990

Poison women flee o Zaire/ Killer

women Tice
Hotl water women weep

Eloping wife jailed

Makerere hopsewife denies ‘enguli’®®

charge

Woman licks blood

i.over badly bitten

Nalongo splints naked

Dog meat woman held

Nun weeps in dock

Panpga woman cuts rclative
Indecent in-law fined one sheep
Lovers end in court for adultery
Rival stoned in latrine

Woman ‘married” 1o two oficers
Grandma testifics in rape casc

Woman who became a stone

The careless old woman

Body causes Tight

Police hold rapist woman
Professor’s wife on criminal charge
Co~wife taken to court

Woman breaks down in traffic court
Another wife challenges arrest

Wifc assaulis bar maid

Woman rivals murder man

Woman bites her customer

Taxi man descrts slim®’ woman
Women held in abortion drama Barmaid
weeps in court

L.over stabbed to death

How girls become pretty

Woman banished

Bearded woman netted

26

27 *Stim* is term used for AIDS.

Enguli is & kind ef highly alcoholic rum which is fccally made.

1l
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B e T

Police hold rapist woman

By Onyanpgo Knkoba
io Igange
A woman alleged to have at-
tempted to rape a man during
broad day light at Kaliro town
was last Sunday held a1 Kaliro
police post for two days.
i  The arrest of the woman
; amply described as black, 1l
! fat and masculine caused & Jot
of excitrment in the area as far
as Iganga town, a distance of
about 24 krn.

Some sakd in Lusoga: abeprr
gc ndhals meaning she was
stuving whereas others in-
ssted she wanted 1o transmit
mbubno apparcatly referring o

Ajds, Sorae youth were joking- -

kv avoiding women lest they fal
rape victims.

According wehe Iganga RC
5 secretary for information, M
James Dhikusokz, the woman
saw & mman passing by ar

arcund 3.00 pm as she was gt- - -

—
-

tng at her home near Kaliro
own, along Budini road,

She s maid to have called the
wn idendfied man to her home.
The man accordingly respond-
ed and the wornan led him in-
1o her house,

But m the man’s murprise she
immediately Jocked the door
and undressed herself.

However after a shont szrug-
gle the man managed to raise

l Turn 1o Page 12

Woman

held =
From Puye e

an alarm The town dwelle
s
who hewsd the alarm im-

i

mediatels mished 1o the scene

anfl forced the door open, -
©wienan veay immediate-
b an e2ieiand hanted uver 1o
the pulic: . She has since Leen
wleased and may lhave Eune
buck to Kenya from whicre she
originates. '



APPENDIX V1
(CARTOONS)
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SMASHING NEW
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SURE
T HAVE !

HOW DID  sSHE | WiTH HER HAND BAG ...}
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APPIINDIX VI (b )

(CARTOONS)
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LEO KIVUMBI
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YoU TOLD ME T WAIT
POR You AT THE JDINT
TESTERDAY AND YoUu DIb
NOT TURN ULPL..

e

ST

T ALSD REALISED
LATER ON, THAT!S
WY 7

/~NES T BROKE ANY WIRES
ARAN , BUT ACCIDEATALLY/

J /How oo (T
HAPPEA 7
.T’-‘_& “

5

AT FIRST I HIT HER
WITH A PIECE OF STICK

AND THE ARM DIDAPT

BREAK , SO I USED 4N
- _[RON BARY gyt

it

ANN, TH\ SORRY T
WOAT TAKE ~You cuT
TO DINNER A4S T HAD

PROMISED EARLIER!

7> DINE /

NOT FERELING

¥ seop criers ™}

HEREY LOOK AT THE

AIDS FIGURES NYOURSELF
AND SEE WHETHER (TS | .
SANE TO TdkE ONE OUT .
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